Ashland City Councill

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL
April 17, 2007
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Regular Session: April 3, 2007
Charter Review Session: April 5, 2007
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G H AN ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE THE FOLLOWING HEREINAFTER NAMED SUM OF
MONEY IN 2007 AND DECLARING THIS TO BE AN EMERGENCY MEASURE NECES-
SARY TO MEET THE IMMEDIATE FINANCIAL NEEDS OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO.
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6 H AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
SERVICE, TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION FOR REPAIR/MAINTENANCE WORK TO BE PERFORMED ON U.S.
ROUTE 42 WITHIN THE CITY CORPORATION LIMITS; AND DECLARING AN EMER

GENCY.
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6 H 1 have received a couple of calls and | gave Mr. Wolfe a couple of addresses to
check out for me.



GOH Another one, a lady called who lives by the old Ashland Floors. She states a Gen-

G H

tleman is renting the garage out and she says her bedroom window is right on the
side; it sounds like they are having parties, but they are working on cars. She
wants to know about the zoning up there. She called the Police in January. She
thinks the guy has a scanner, because 2 minutes after she called, everything got
quiet and all the doors came down. She just asked me if | would just mention that
so maybe Mr. Cooper could check that for her.

| got a call from Annette Shaw on Ohio Street, She was concerned because with
the new trash pick-up; and she came home at noon and her trash was still not
taken and then when she came home the next time, it was gone; but so was her
can. So she thinks it ended up somewhere in Wooster, so she said she had to go
out and buy a new can. She said that day there was a lot of trash blowing around
the neighborhood and | just said 45 mile an hour winds. She said she would give it
a chance, but said you might be hearing from me again.
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6 H Received lots of calls regarding trash pick-up also. One lady wanted to know when was
the Ordinance going in effect. She wanted to know if she could still put the same can out
this time. Well did you get a notice | asked? and she said yes, well that pretty much tells
you that you shouldn’t be putting it out and she understood and thanked me.

GOH | have gotten many other calls in the last couple of days, about 15-18 calls .but they are
relative to our discussion that is coming up.

- 4 3
(a)l received only calls regarding Sidewalks which we will be discussing later.

-1 Glen Stewart: | have nothing to bring up until we get to the sidewalks also.
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(a)Request for a transfer of a Liquor Permit and the Liquor Permit is from K Sorrellas LTD,
doing business as Sorrellas Il to Richard A. Masters LLC, doing business as Sorrellas II.
It is a transfer of a D1, D2 and D3 permit.
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Basically Larry Paxton was working with the Post Office trying to correct some errors
made as far as mail goes to Williamsburg Court address vs the old Elmarna. Larry spent
some time with the Post Office problem. We think we have it all straightened out. Every-
body has been notified with a letter and we will continue to work with the post office until it
is corrected for each individual of the 800-900 block.

Sidewalk Statement: from Glen Stewart:

I want to make a statement this evening regarding Ashland's Ten Year sidewalk program coun-
cil initiated for our City.

Sidewalks have been a continuing topic of discussion for City Council members over the past
fifteen or twenty years. There was always a desire to improve the conditions of deteriorating
sidewalks as well as construct sidewalks where none had ever existed.

This Council took the bull by the horns and after considerable discussion over many months
voted to implement a ten year sidewalk program that would improve sidewalks that are in poor
repair and install new sidewalks where they are non-existent. This action was taken following



several work sessions, all announced in the local media and fully open to the public, but we,
City Council, received minimal input from our constituents at that time.

The program has been kicked off and this year the sidewalk repair/replacement and new con-
struction program moves toward an area that is primarily residential. Many councilpersons have
received numerous phone calls, letters and have been queried at various meetings and other
functions about the validity of our decision.

Well, from my view, and | have been a major proponent in instituting the Ten Year Plan as it
stands today, safety for our pedestrian or foot traffic is my bottom line. Safety is an issue that
may be negatively impacted by sidewalks in poor condition or no sidewalk at all. | continue to
support the need to construct sidewalks on main thoroughfares, streets with significant vehicu-
lar traffic and or commercial traffic. Beyond that, the repair of sidewalks in poor condition
needs to continue without interruption. We, the City, are legally and morally responsible to see
that sidewalks are kept in safe repair.

The comments we are currently receiving from across the Ashland community tells me that we
need to re-evaluate the plan. I base this on circumstances brought forth recently as well as opin-
ions shared with us by our constituency. There have been situations relative to the practicality
of new sidewalk installations because of engineering problems (costs well beyond normal side-
walk construction costs). Questions have been brought up regarding the need for sidewalks in
areas with very low vehicular traffic such as on cul-de-sacs or neighborhood streets with little
on no commercial traffic. After considering the aforementioned questions and concerns | am
suggesting that we, City Council, institute a brief moratorium on the portion of the current side-
walk plan that directs new construction in areas where sidewalks have never existed.

I do not suggest an interruption to the plan where repairs and replacements are necessary on ex-
isting sidewalks. When | say brief I’m speaking of six to eight weeks and hopefully less. | un-
derstand this will take us into the front end of this summer’s construction time frame, but will
have no impact on the repair program. This time will give council time to have a work session
or sessions dedicated to public input on the plan and implement adjustments to the plan if found
to be reasonable.

I trust that this action is looked at as an example of your City Council listening to the concerns
of our citizens.

I am certainly open to comments from my fellow councilpersons, our Mayor, Director of Law
as well as anyone in attendance this evening.

Glen Stewart, Councilman at Large:
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