
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, January 7, 2020 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by Council President, Steve Workman. 
 
Pastor Dan Allen began the meeting with an invocation. 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Swearing in of Councilmember Steven Workman and Councilmember Danny Lawson 
 
Nominations and vote for Council President: 
 
Nominations:  Steven Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that Mr. Workman be elected as council president. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held December 17, 2019 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the minutes of the Special Session of City Council 
held December 30, 2019 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 1-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN ENTERPRISE ZONE TAX INCENTIVES APPLICATION FOR REMM, LLC AND 
OHIO ELECTRIC CONTROL, LLC WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 
the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:   Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller  
 



 
Mayor Miller stated one of the biggest aspects of our local economic development effort is business retention and 
expansion. The reality is that if you take a look at the businesses that employ the majority of our folks are business that 
started here or got their roots and over time have grown and our putting our people to work. Tonight what we bring 
before you is proposing a tax incentive for one of our locally grown companies.  It comes to us from Ohio Electric 
Control. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he was sure if everyone knows the history of the company.  It was about 42 years ago, Jack and 
Martha McMullen began building control panels in the basement of their home here in Ashland County. On the 
weekend, Jack would build the panels with his children and their spouses and then during the week, Jack would go out 
and make sales calls. It didn’t take long before the business caught on and eventually they acquired their facility on 
Cleveland Avenue. They used to have a facility not far from our water treatment center on Cleveland Avenue.  At that 
location, the business had to expand three times and finally in 2007, Robert McMullen who was leading the company, 
made the decision that it was time to build and even larger facility to accommodate the increase in their business in our 
industrial park. In 2007, the constructed a 19,500 square foot facility in the industrial park and in 2007, they had 21 
employees.  It didn’t take long before they outgrew that as well and in 2013 they added another 4000+ square feet to 
their facility in our industrial park.  At that point, in 2013, they were employing 29 individuals from our area.  
Here they are again, less than a decade later, and they have outgrown their space. This time they are interested in 
expanding the facility by about 5,500 square feet and they are expecting, if they do go through with this project to invest 
about $430,000 in the expansion project.  It might be interested in noting, that in 2013 they were employing 29 folks; 
today they employ 43 full time people and 4 part time people. They expect that if they do go through with this 
expansion, they will add an additional three full time employees and perhaps some part time of the next 2 years and add 
to their payroll, probably at the range of between 98 and 100,000 dollars over the next 2 year period.  
Their request, after several meetings with Robert McMullen and his two daughters-Jenae and Leslie-we have concluded 
that it would be fair to request 75 percent abatement on the project; seventy-five percent abatement on the real 
property tax for ten years.  Bob and his daughters believe that will allow them to expand and accommodate some recent 
contracts that they have been fortunate enough to secure. It’s a wonderful project and this is what business 
expansion/retention is all about.  This is one that has proven their commitment to our community.  They are already 
employing our people and we need to take care of companies like this that are so deeply invested here. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if the last time they expanded if they received an incentive at that point. 
 
Mayor Miller stated they did not. Robert McMullen has always had the position that he needed to be able to a project 
and afford it on his own without tax incentives.  They do care deeply about the community and so every time they 
expanded, he did whatever he could to not ask for assistance.  This time, he just thinks it makes sense given the 
situation. 

 
There were no further questions. 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
  
Testimony provided by- 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 



 
NEW BUSINESS: None  
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:    Larry Paxton 
Mr. Paxton stated that he wanted to thank council for taking time out of their busy schedule to meet on the 
30th for a short meeting.  It has allowed us to complete the year and get our books in order for 2020. We will 
be back in business tomorrow. We only received about 50 purchase orders so far for things that are needed to 
stay in business. The books are closed and we are on to 2020 at this point.  The first payroll hits on Friday, 
things are happening in our departments. Thank you for your help; it was greatly appreciated. We ended 2019 
in a very good position for 2020 and those numbers will be released to you tomorrow. 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Mr. Miller stated that he received a few complaints recently about the hover boards, 
the new toys that have come out, the motorized skate boards and things like that that are being used on the 
streets.  I would caution everybody, I checked with the Chief, and they are considered toys so they are not 
allowed on streets. I’ve seen them zip passed my house. If anyone sees that we need to let them know that it’s 
not legal.  Another issue is drones. We’ve had some drones crashing into houses.  
Ms. Woodward stated that she has not gotten any complaints, but she did receive some phone calls about the 
Christmas tree in the park. People just really seemed to love it. 
Dr. Lawson stated that he too has received allot of comments about the improvements in the downtown and 
streets. That is something to be excited about. Dr. Lawson stated that he is honored to be entrusted by the 
people of the city of Ashland to serve another term and will do so with the utmost of respect and 
responsibility. 
Mr. Workman stated that he has also been in touch with many neighbors and citizens in the city who have 
commented on the park—it truly does sparkle. It was a great Christmas season. 
  

MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that he will hold most of his comments for the next meeting. For 
the next meeting, as the schedule permits and we have enough time, we will be updating you on some of the 
projects that we began in 2019—in particular those for which we borrowed money.  Those projects are 
progressing and so hopefully the year 2020 is the year we get to see them come into fruition. That is very 
exciting.  
Mayor Miller stated that he would like to officially welcome back the two councilmembers that are going to be 
here for the coming years and look forward to working with everyone and there are allot of exciting projects 
that are going to start in 2020.  In the last two years we have spent so much of our time planning and 
designing the projects, lining up our ducks so that the projects could come to be. 2020 will prove to be the 
year that we actually get to see that.  So, if people liked the Christmas decorations, hopefully they will like the 
more permanent improvements that will be coming to the city this year.  
Mayor Miller stated on January 23, 2020, at 7 p.m., we will have our annual State of the City address at Archer 
Auditorium.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  It is a free event and that evening will cover all of those things 
that were high points in 2019 and talk about some more of the projects that we will be pursuing in 2020. We 
hope you can join on January 23rd. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:   
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Moved by and seconded by to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive Session to discuss real estate and 
possible litigation. 
Ayes:  
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION:   
Moved by and seconded by  



Ayes:  
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:21pm 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 01-07-2020 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


