
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday 

January 21, 2020 
 7:00 p.m. 

Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by Council President, Steve Workman. 
 
Pastor Travis McKenzie began the meeting with an invocation. 
 
ROLL CALL            
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
At Large Dan Lawson                                          Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by M. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held January 7, 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 2-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND  ENTER INTO 
CONTRACTS FOR THE PURCHASE OF SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by- Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated each year, about this time of, we go to bid for all of the different supplies and materials that we 
utilize in the various city departments. On the list before you tonight there are about twenty items and they include 
everything from concrete to fire hydrants to water meters, etc. This is obviously a routine measure and the numbers 
that you see there in terms of the estimated dollar amount are just that an estimate of what we anticipate the price 
coming in at, but we won’t know until we go to bid. Someone could bid on a variety of these items or they could choose 
to bid on just one of them. 

 
Dr. Lawson questioned if the fire hydrants were just replacements or for new building, new growth. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it would be a combination of both, if they were needed. 



 
Ms. Woodward questioned if that was the same with the water meters. 
 
Mayor Miller stated yes. 
 
There were no further questions. 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miler that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Ordinance No: 3-20 
B.) AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE TRANSFER OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE  COUNTY OF 
ASHLAND. 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 
the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time.  

Ayes:   Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 

 
Testimony provided by- Mayor, Matt Miller 

Mayor Miller stated that in June of last year, if you recall, we sat down with the county land bank as well as 
some different community residents who were interested in helping us solve the matter, and Bruce Wilkinson-
the leader of Pump House Ministries.  At that point, the meeting was to settle the property issues and the tax 
liens that were on those properties.  As part of that settlement, Bruce Wilkinson, working with donors, the 
donors said that they would pay of settle the amount of the lien that the IRS had on the property. In order to 
free up that property so that we could redevelop it and move, we needed to settle the matter. So several 
community residents came forward and were willing to settle the measure with the IRS; and at that same 
meeting, it was determined that in exchange for settling the matter with the IRS, Bruce Wilkinson and Pump 
House Ministries would sign over to the city the building that is probably best known as The Revivals Thrift 
Store. That site is across from Job and Family Services. That paperwork was drafted and signed in June of last 
year, but it is just now making its way to this body for approval. This is a transfer of ownership making it 
formal that that property will now be in the hands of the city. Why would the city be interested in that 
property? It’s not that we are so interested in the thrift store, but as we stated a year ago in June, it is because 
that building does have value and if someone is will to be able to cash in on that property it needs to be the 
city, because we are investing the most dollars in the clean-up of the Pump House area.  The Revivals Thrift 
Store, at that time, was given notice that they had one year to occupy the building and as of June 2020 their 
time would be up and the city would move forward with whatever plan we might undertake for that building. 
There are others that have mentioned interest in that building. 

Mr. Miller questioned if that included the parking lot. 

Mayor Miller stated that there is a strip of parking. 



Dr. Lawson stated that in this day and age why the warranty deed doesn’t have inclusive language. Reading 
the first line “Know by all men”, why wouldn’t it be more modern and inclusive language to include women, as 
well?  

Attorney Bush stated as the preparer of that deed it’s just form language that is probably very antiquated. The 
next time we do a deed it will say, “Know by all persons….”. 

There were no further questions 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes:  Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine  
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 

Ordinance No: 4-20 
C.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY BY THE CITY OF ASHLAND, 
OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded Ms. Woodward by to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided- Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this particular parcel is very important to the extension of Wells Road out in the 
Industrial Park.  If you can picture where the old saloon is located on US 250, it’s now the Whispering Pines 
Event Center, this is the property immediately north of the event center. It is a property that we have been 
hoping to get, and quite honestly, planning to get because it is needed to extend Wells Road out to US 250. 
For those of you that are not familiar, if you were to travel out to the Industrial Park right now and stand in 
front of the brand new SJE Rhombus building this is immediately north of their property—that is Wells Road. 
The plan is to extend Wells Road from their straight out to US 250.  
Mayor Miller stated that there are a number of reasons that we are interested in doing this, but not the least 
of which is the fact that it will open up a great deal of acreage in the Industrial Park to further develop. 
Depending on the size of what a facility might be and if you take a look at what the average facility is out 
there, it could open up anywhere from five to ten more buildable sites. The estimated price tag of the Wells 
Road extension is hovering around $1.1million and we have been going after grants and to this point we have 
been able to secure grants in the range of about $650,000. Of course, the council knows very well this is one 
of the projects that we have been working on for almost two years. One of the hold-ups, quite frankly, was 
this property, because the previous owner passed away and so the property was in the state of limbo for a 
little while as it made its way through the court system and so on.  We are actually getting this property at a 
much lower price than what we originally thought. For what it is worth, the engineering drawings are already 
complete.  We took action on that last year, so the drawings are ready and after we get this property, the next 
step will be then to go out for bids to complete the construction of the road, hopefully in 2020. 
Mayor Miller stated that another reason why we want to exit at that location is because the sight lines are 
better when you are pulling out.  Believe it or not, the road has a little incline there and this makes it easier for 
you to see when you are pulling out of that area. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned coming in from the south where will the round-about start. 



Mayor Miller stated that if you could picture where the old Riley barn was that is where you would probably 
be entering some of the ramps. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned what the acreage was on the parcel of land. 
 
Attorney Bush stated one acre. 
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Ordinance No: 5-20   
D.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATES FOR THE  FOLLOWING 
ATTACHED EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Testimony provided- Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that before you this evening is a revised copy of the original ordinance that you received in 
your council packets. As late as this afternoon, we discovered a couple more items that needed to be paid and 
unfortunately the one has a December 31st date on it and the other one is December the 19th. So with that, 
the new total of this certificate is $16,326.34.  These items were incurred by the city and they need to be paid. 
 
Mr. Miller asked Mr. Paxton to refresh his memory on the Economic Development. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the city contributes about $35,000 for the support of the Economic Development 
organization. There is an additional contribution that the city contributes toward the rent that they have 
incurred.  They moved out of the city’s house located in front of Brookside Golf Course and in doing so the city 
felt it was reasonable to help pay for their rent because it did cut on our cost of having to provide utilities and 
service to that structure.  In doing that, those two invoices—the rent is six months and the annual contribution 
are quarterly. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the city and the county both contribute approximately $40,000 total. The reason in 
previous years, the city did $35,000 was because the other $5,000 was thought the cover the cost of housing 
them out on Sandusky Street.  Last year, when they moved to their new location on Westlake Drive, they do 
have to pay rent and so the county requested that we cover the cost of that because, in the beginning we 
were paying equal, but our share dropped by $5,000 because that was from housing them. 
 
Mr. Miller stated that the county doesn’t pay for any rent and that’s to make it equal. 
 



 
Mayor Miller stated yes.  Both were paying the same amount but we didn’t pay it we provided the in-kind 
service thought to be valued at $5,000. This change just happened last year. However, that is not why this 
comes before us as a “Then and Now” tonight, but that might explain why those bills are only for $3,200 and 
$3,000. 
 
Mr. Workman questioned what the $3,200 was for. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the total rent is $6,200. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that you will probably see a few more of these because every year that you transition from 
one accounting period to the other it’s impossible to get things going that quickly. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned the status of Economic Development—are they fully staffed now? 
 
Mayor Miller stated after the departure of Kathy Goon, they took some time to reevaluate the organization to 
figure out how much manpower was actually needed to complete the work being done at the Economic 
Development office. When Kathy departed the organization there were two people, both full time, one an 
office manager and one a project manager.  Since then things have been functioning very smoothly. However, 
just recently the office manager announced that she was taking a position in the field in which she came to us 
from and that is the dental field.  We have put together a job description for what the new position would be 
and you won’t see it being called an office manager, you will likely see it being called an office assistant and it 
will be a part-time position. 
 
Mayor Miller stated we have talked to some of the board members about how we move forward with the 
space and so on, because if we are going to have such a small staff in the Economic Development office there 
might be ways to reduce some of the overhead cost of housing them at a separate site. So we will see how 
that conversation progresses. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we have talked allot about the county and the city partnering on the Economic 
Development office, but we can’t discount, at all, Mohican Area Growth Foundation. The Village of Loudonville 
contributes $10,000 to the Mohican Area Growth Foundation and the Mohican Area Growth Foundation, in 
turn, contributes approximately $35,000 toward the operation of the Economic Development office. In many 
ways, you can say it’s a three member partnership.  However, we also have a great deal of donations coming 
in from others in the community businesses, banking institutions and I believe even the University might 
contribute to the organization. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that things are going well and the thing is to be honest with you, I believe that in the last 
year we have really gotten a clear picture on what is needed in an Economic Development office---the amount 
of time that is needed; the amount of staff that is needed; and we have also gotten a very clear picture of the 
financing. Economic Development is in a very good place.  Cameo Bahr is currently acting as the interim 
Economic Development director.  She has allot of experience in property management and she has done a 
wonderful job of learning and she’s got a strong enough personality making sure we get good answers from 
state organizations and agencies when it comes to incentive programs, when it comes to what our enterprise 
zone agreements looks like, and we are very pleased.  She has also been working with Shane Kremser the city 
engineer. Shane is very sharp when it comes to navigating the grant processes and these CRA agreements and 
we have streamlined those agreements; taken out allot of language that was never necessarily needed. 
 



Mayor Miller stated when the Economic Development office was first created it was probably in 2000 or 2002. 
Mayor Bill Strine created it and it was housed on the lower level in this building. In fact, the old conference 
room downstairs used to be shared space.  Then it left here and went out to Sandusky Street.  In the process, 
each time a new director came on, it’s not like you have a manual that you pull off the shelf with this is what 
you need to do, there is no one there to train you and so everyone would piece together whatever the last 
person was doing and whatever language was in their agreement. What this has forced us to do is to go back 
and say is that really needed.  
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he would like to say one more thing. This is important and I’m sure that you are not 
the only one that is wondering this. Today, when someone phones Economic Development and the prospect 
inquiries about a location and there is some project that they want to do in the city, and this has happened so 
I know this is how it works, the first thing, if it’s in the city of Ashland, Cameo immediately calls the mayor. The 
first meeting is usually with the city engineer and the mayor. It is downstairs in city hall and at that meeting 
you have the guy with the technical knowledge to answer any infrastructure questions and you have the 
mayor able to answer any tax incentive questions. What we are hearing from the developers that are working 
with this, they are amazed at how streamlined and simplified the process is here, because in essence, there is 
no middle person. 
 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
  
Testimony provided by- 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
Testimony provided by-  
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:  None 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:   Mr. Workman stated that he noticed that there is a flashing light sign on Mifflin 
Avenue crosswalk. People in Ward 1 have had that concern ever since the accident there and it is appreciated 
very much. 
Mr. Miller stated that he was made aware that were some people who are campaigning for office that are 
placing signs in residential areas without getting permission from the homeowners and would like to remind 
anyone that is running for office that you must get permission, you just can’t assume because they have a sign 



for somebody that it’s okay to put your sign in there yard and that goes for businesses as well. You have to get 
permission before you place your sign in anyone’s yard. 
Dr. Lawson stated that it is exciting to see that the work is finally getting done on 16 E. Main and that the 
façade is being repaired and restore and it’s exciting to see that happening so we can move forward with that 
building. 
  

MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that 16 E Main street that the work has begun. The grant deadline 
to complete that work is July 31st and would like to point out so it doesn’t shock anyone when the day does 
come, but they are starting on 2nd Street and they are going to move to Center Street next. That will be the 
east side. When they do that what they discovered is they do not want to set their equipment on top of 
Whitaker-Myers and deal with the plaster that is falling off.  Most likely what will happen is one, potentially 
two, lanes could be closed there for what they believe would probably be a period of one to two weeks where 
they will bring in lifts and go up over Whitaker-Myers to get all that stucco off and re-do the brick on that side. 
As I believe Jordan reported in the newspaper it’s a short-term sacrifice for a long-term gain and the pain of 
having that section of Center Street closed, it will be a pain-there is no doubt, but it will be quick and then we 
will move on. 
Mayor Miller stated the only other items to mention are: first of all, we have more or less wrapped up leaf 
pick-up.  If there is someone out there that has a huge pile of leaves and you do call the street department, we 
will send someone out to get them, but more or less they should be complete at this time. 
Also, we have received a proposal from insurance audit to audit our property and casualty insurance. This is a 
group that we talked with last year, but we thought it was too late in the year to start the process. Basically 
what they will do is they will audit our current insurance and then they will put together specs and open it up 
to all insurance agents and agencies in the area to put in a proposal.  The group insurance audit is they do not 
sell insurance and they have no skin in the game and they have proven to be very helpful to us. They are the 
ones that helped provide the information for us to come to the conclusion to move on the transit insurance. 
The other item to mention, because people are often bringing it up, we are taking the steps necessary to move 
forward with lighting the “A” signs at all the entryways. We, today, received a proposal from Ohio Edison, and 
there is really minimal cost. It looks like it will be about $3,500 to get electric to all of those locations and in 
the big scheme of things that would be a project worth doing. Ohio Edison has given us, in our economic 
development effort over the last several years, but contributed $5,000/yr. toward our economic development 
activities. 
 
Mr. Workman asked if there should be mention of the State of the City address. 
 
Mayor Miller stated the State of the City will be January 23, 2020 at 7 p.m. at Archer Auditorium. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:   
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:  7:38 p.m. 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive Session to 
discuss possible litigation. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
  
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION:  8:15p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 8:16 p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Regular Session. 



Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 1-21-20RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


