
Ashland City Council 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Council President, Steve Workman 
 
Pastor Jeff Coggins began the meeting with an invocation. 
 

 ROLL CALL 

At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held January 21, 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES:  
 
Ordinance No: 6-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO 
ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE WELLS ROAD EXTENSION PROJECT IN THE 
CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that one of the exciting parts of the year 2020 is all of those projects that we spent the last two 
years planning, talking about, trying to line up financing and putting together a plan as we move forward.  This year we 
get to see them come to fruition. This particular item that is first on the agenda tonight is an ordinance to authorize us 
to go to bid for the construction of the Wells Road extension out in the city’s industrial park. For those that have not 
necessarily been following what’s going on; if you were to travel out to our industrial park right now and turn down  
Faultless Drive, when you came to SJE Rhombus, the new facility that’s been constructed, Wells Road comes right out 
onto Faultless Drive. At that very location at that intersection is where we hope to continue Wells Road out across the 
field to US 250. The reason we want to do that is because that will open up a whole lot more acreage out in the 
industrial park to be used for development.  We have been very fortunate because we have been able to secure about 
$600,000 worth of grants to put toward this project, with a total price tag of about $1.2million, according to the 
engineers estimate.  Tonight, if you choose to approve this ordinance, we will be taken steps to advertise for bids. 
 



Ms. Woodward questioned that the ordinance says “unforeseen conditions”. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it is exactly what it says. Obviously, we are dealing with land that has not been developed 
before. Right now it is farmland and we have no reason to think that we are going to run into any surprises, but we need 
to cover ourselves in case we do. Those of you that have been on council we know that is always a possibility. If you 
recall when we were building our tennis courts, we ran into unforeseen conditions with the soil needing stabilized and 
so on. 

 
There were no further questions. 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Ordinance No: 7-20  
B.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 2020 US-250 CORRIDOR SANITARY SEWER STUDY PROJECT; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes:   Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 

 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 

Mayor Miller stated that all of you are aware that there is additional development taking place out along the 
US 250 corridor. The most prominent, at the moment, is the additional of the Ohio Health Facility, but we also 
know that there are soon to be more apartment housing and residential dwellings built in that area. With that 
in mind, we think it is wise to hire an outside engineering firm to basically study that corridor and make sure 
that our sanitary sewer system can accommodate all the growth that we are expecting in that area. Obviously 
there is a different amount of discharge that comes from residential housing versus a simple retailer. With all 
the additions of the apartments and so on, that we expect to see in that corridor, we think it’s wise to 
undertake this study. 

Mayor Miller stated that right now there are two lift stations out there and that entire system out there was 
put in place in the mid 80’s. One of the things that we would ask the engineering firm to do, of course, is to 
access the capacity, but they would do that by taking a look at that by installing flow monitors and watching 
how the system responds when we have, in particular, heavy rain events and so on.  Because it was installed in 
the 80’s, we know that there is a significant amount of infiltration that gets into the sanitary system after a 
heavy rain even. When you think about those conditions and you think about the addition of several hundred 
more dwelling units, whether they be apartments, homes, or otherwise out there, we just want to make sure 
we can accommodate the growth that we are expecting. That is what this particular venture is about and we 
think it is important that we know what we have.  

Mayor Miller stated that we don’t want anyone to be alarmed out there. There is no reason to think that we 
won’t be able to accommodate all the projects that are underway, but as more activity occurs we want to be 
ready. 



Dr. Lawson questioned that he assumes this study would also include projections of going under I71. 

Mayor Miller stated yes, it will, but our big concern is everything on this side of I71, but it will.  Right now we 
have two lift stations out there. One is in front of Charles River and the other one is by Jamison Creek in front 
of Home Depot. Once the utilities are put under I71, part of one of our easements that we got from a property 
owner on the south side of 250 was to install a third lift station. It does cover that side, but what we are 
primarily interested in is the west side. Years ago the city did look at utilizing a gravity system out there and 
decided against it, but we think that maybe with all the activity that we are seeing out there, one of the things 
that we want this firm to do is assess whether or not it would be prudent to move that direction instead; the 
reason being long-term maintenance costs and so on.  

Mr. Miller questioned if Mr. Hunter had an opinion either way. 

Mayor Miller stated no and we would tell you if everyone thought there would be an issue.  At this point, we 
do not, but it just seems as though it might be wise to make sure that everything is going to function as it 
should as additional development occurs out there.  The other thing is, chances are, the day will come when 
we will replace some of that system out there because it is aging and we do know that infiltration is occurring 
because of the older pipes and the materials that were used. If we were to replace it eventually with PVC pipe 
and so on, it would eliminate all that. 

There were no further questions 

Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 

Ordinance No: 8-20 
C.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATES FOR THE  FOLLOWING 
ATTACHED EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that when this ordinance was started, please keep in mind that anytime we transition from 
one accounting year to another the city will always incur some unexpected purchase orders, and as you see 
through some of this that is attached to this ordinance the city still works regardless of the accounting period 
and when it ends and when it starts. In doing that, there were some purchases that we had to incur in order to 
do the little things like salt streets and continue to haul sanitation to the landfill and allot of other things.  
Unfortunately, with the laws of the State of Ohio, anything over $3,000 requires you to approve it.  When I 
initially submitted this ordinance, I did not put a dollar amount in it because we were still paying bills as of the 
end of January. The dollar amount has grown. Attached there is a spreadsheet of the different purchase 
orders and when the invoices were incurred and the dollar amounts and when the purchase order could be 
issued. That amount now totals $193,025.84. Again, most of this material had to be purchased in order for the 
city to continue through the operations such as road salt which was delivered on the last business day of the 
year and things like this.  It is not anything out of the ordinary that the city did not anticipate or would not 



anticipate on a normal business day, but unfortunately it just falls in a time frame that we have to do this 
process.  
 
Dr. Lawson stated that he appreciated the summary sheet. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he could not recall the cut-off date for the ability to purchase. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the cut-off to issue a purchase order was the 15th of December.  The last day to submit 
and invoice was the 20th or 23rd of December.  There is about a ten day period there where we had to clean 
things up and get ready to close the books and then reissue them.  It does kind of stymie the departments as 
well of trying to go and get things ordered and delivered and if the vendor doesn’t deliver the invoice until 
after that timeframe, then it has to be carried over. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned what Kronos is. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that it is the timekeeping system that the HR department uses for most of the employees. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned what the Streetscan is. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the Streetscan is the software that the engineering department purchased to evaluate 
and to scale the different streets in the city for resurfacing. It’s a new program that they are utilizing to 
establish the condition of the streets and determines which street gets addressed before others. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the scientific way of looking at the pavement condition on all the city streets. Prior to 
utilizing this particular software and this particular company, basically our engineering staff would go out and 
drive every street and assess them and then assign them a numeric value to the condition of the street. This 
time, we have hired this firm and we are utilizing their software to see if it is more effective to have them 
drive with their equipment that actually gauges them with an objective view of what the pavement situation is 
around the city.  That does not mean that what they come back with is the list of streets that we are going to 
pave first, because, as you know, there is still the element of what are the most highly trafficked streets. Also, 
if there is a particular street that has a situation with the utility underground that needs addressed before we 
resurface it. For the actual pavement condition rating, we should have a more objective view now of the 
condition of our city streets. 
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Workman that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS:  None 
  
Testimony provided by- 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 



 
NEW BUSINESS:   
A.) Liquor Permit Transfer From Joseph and Cheryl Krause DBA BullShooters  to 
                                                                                                           Lisa and Dustin Stanley DBA BullShooters 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mr. Workman stated that the Chief of Police is not here this evening to advise if there are any issues. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that there are no issues with this transfer and it is the parents that are transferring to 
their daughter. Their daughter plans to make renovations.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that in all fairness we are receiving more and more complaints about the beer bottles and 
cigarette butts and so on in the alley and out in front of the operation. We are really starting to get a heavy 
number of those, so we will have to try to get a grasp on that. However, in terms of the actual transfer of the 
liquor permit, there is no objection. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that he would like to share, as well, that he has had some first-hand communication with 
the neighbors there who have a restaurant on the other side of the alley. There seems to be some conflict 
between the Stanley’s and the restaurant and wonder if there have been any plans to address that or have 
had open communication with them? 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we have spoken to them about the parking situation. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that it was not so much that, but that in addition to the mess that is in the alley and what 
people may be doing in the alley as well, doing business hours. To do correct and proper representation, it 
would be neglect if it was not brought up. Obviously, we want good relations between the business owners all 
through the city and would ask that you at least be mindful of them as neighbors and the other business 
owners given the nature of your operation, serving alcohol, that is, and want to be as specific as possible with 
you. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we have spoken with Lisa about some of the concerns. There was some concern with 
neighboring delivery drivers blocking the alley and not having a place to park. We know that Lisa is working 
hard to improve the entire location, the façade and everything.   
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that no hearing would be necessary  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
B.) Liquor Permit- John Smith DBA East of Chicago Pizza 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that Mr. Smith has just taken over ownership of East of Chicago Pizza and he would like to 
be able to sell beer. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that no hearing would be necessary  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:  Larry Paxton 



 
Mr. Paxton stated that he nothing further to present, but would take any questions that anyone might have. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we are still working on the budget.  The city will be seeing another draft of the 
budget. We’ve had our initial meetings with Larry and his staff and have thrown some ideas out there so we 
will have some more information in that regard. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if the conversion had started for the income tax. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated the software will not be converted until June 1st. They did install the servers. They have 
been created and the software was loaded onto the servers. They are trying to develop or configure the 
software as closely as to what we have as far as the records and documents currently, but that will take a 
period of time. All that, while a new tax collection year starts.  
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:   Dr. Lawson stated that today that he was in proximity of earshot to overhear a 
complaint of a non-resident that does pertain to the condition of a certain sidewalk on College Avenue that is 
not University property and so the concern was passed along and noted that it was a college student, not a 
resident, that twisted her ankle on a particular piece of sidewalk that is very broken up and not in good repair. 
 
Mayor Miller questioned if it was in front of a private home. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that it was in front of a business. 
 
Ms. Woodward stated that she would like to give a “hats off” to Jarvis Landry and the she happened to be at 
one of the schools where my grandchildren go.  Seeing him interacting with some of the children, we are very 
lucky to have him in our school system. 
 
Mr. Valentine stated that someone called him, 301 Park Street, to please not forget his street this year to be 
paved and that he just wanted to let him know.  Mr. Valentine stated that he would let the Mayor and 
Engineering know. They look at all the streets every year. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that he would like to mention the very nice article in the Times-Gazette regarding the 
downtown and the investment that is being made downtown and as well as how good things look. There are 
just allot of good projects planned for 2020 and we look forward to seeing some of those come to life. There 
was also a nice editorial letter that was in the newspaper after the Mayor’s State of the City address.  
 
Mr. Workman stated that he would like to bring up something that might be a little touchy with some folks 
and that is and council may want to consider some legislation regarding the drop boxes. We are just bringing 
that up publicly and something worth considering and to either make a decision in regard to those. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if these were drop boxes for donations. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that is correct. No one has brought it to his attention recently, but it is always an issue 
and as you drive by it doesn’t fit well with the overall clean-up of the city. 
 
MAYORS COMMENTS- Mayor Miller stated that too often they are being the drop off location for items that 
have nothing to do with the cause that the box is there for. It is a good idea to finally address those, because it 
is getting out of control in some places.   
 



Mayor Miller stated you also brought up the progress downtown.  In addition to that I would say most of you 
have probably seen where the Main St. Ashland and Ashland Area Chamber Commerce did a survey of 
downtown business owners to figure out what is on their minds; and one of the biggest issues on their minds 
is parking.  Now the good news is we have parking issues downtown, because people are coming downtown.  
It wasn’t long ago that no one was talking about parking, because we didn’t need it.  We do have quite a few 
city parking lots downtown and we do have plans to make significant improvements in some of those parking 
lots. We also have started a conversation, we actually did this last year, with the city police chief regarding 
whether or not it is time to bring back the parking enforcement officer. For years the city had this person that 
would make sure vehicles were not parked more than two hours downtown, and the need went away for a 
little while, but most of the downtown business owners, believe it or not that we have talked with; they are 
ready for it and support it. 
 
Mayor Miller stated although even though we have seen allot of rain and very little snow and ice, our city 
street department is busy patching holes and they stay busy even during the winter months and right now 
they have been spending time patching some of our alleyways.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that at the next council meeting the City Planning Commission Sign Regulation Committee will be 
coming and they will do a brief presentation on the signage regulations that you were presented last year.  If you recall, 
everyone received a copy of what they came up with. Just to recap, early last year, we challenged the Planning 
Commission to take the time to review all of the city signage code. It is more than 40 years old and we needed to take a 
look at it and update it where necessary.  Obviously, signage is changing and in our code there was nothing having to do 
with these digital signs and the animated signs and so on. They have spent allot of time going through that signage code 
updating those regulations. They also involved the law director’s office, who have approved them as to form and so now 
the ball is in your court and it would be wise for the council to give serious consideration to adopt their 
recommendations.  Next meeting they will come and give you a general overview of what their mindset was as they 
made changes. We are presenting it that way because if we try to discuss every little item in that signage regulation 
package, you would never get out of your council meeting for the next several years. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that on Valentine’s Day the city transit will once again offer free rides within the city limits; Free 
rides all day long on Valentine’s Day.  So if you’ve never tested the city transit and you have been curious as to what it is 
like to have the city transit pick you up at your home and deliver you to your favorite destination in the city of Ashland, 
this is your chance at no cost. Not only that, we will probably have special Valentine Day treats for you. We will also have 
special guests riding that day and would like to extend the invitation to all the city council if you would like to ride for 
even a short period of time that day. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:   
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION:  7:32p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 02-04-20 RS.doc)          
                                 Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


