
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday February 18, 2020 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The Meeting was called to order by Council President, Steve N. Workman. 
 
Pastor Tyson began the meeting with an invocation. 
 
ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held February 4, 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
LEGISLATION 
ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance No: 9-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA TAX INCENTIVE  APPLICATION FOR 
SIMONSON HOLDINGS, LTD. AND SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC., WITHIN THE CITY OF 
ASHLAND, OHIO. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:   Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by- Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated several weeks ago we were approached by the folks at Simonson Construction because they have 
outgrown their space at the corner of Westlake Drive and Rte. 511.  Simonson Construction has deep roots in this 
community and have been here for more than 25 years; a very visible part of this community and they are now wishing 
to embark on an approximately 5,000 sq. ft. addition at their facility.  It would be a combination of both office space and 
the largest portion for fabrication and adding mechanical bays.  Obviously, as they have grown they have taken on more 
and more equipment and this will give them the opportunity to service that equipment at that current location with the 
additional mechanical bays. They also do a lot of metal fabrication for their projects and this will expand that area so 
they can do that work there as well.  Simonson Construction currently has approximately 75 full-time employees; they 
do employ others that are seasonal and maybe part-time throughout the year.  The 75 is the number that is on the 
payroll currently. In this past three years they have brought on an additional 15 employees and are continuing to grow. 
They approached the city about a tax incentive asking if we would be willing to help them facilitate this project. Recently 



we came to you with the project for Ohio Electric Control, which was also a 5,000 sq. ft. addition, but it was 
manufacturing related.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that with this particular request, after talking to the company’s leadership team, before you tonight 
is a request for a 50% reduction for ten years.  That seems fair because they are investing $700,000 in this expansion 
effort and although, they did not commit to a specific number of employees that they will add, which they do not need 
to for a community reinvestment agreement, it is likely they will increase the number of people on their payroll. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that one of the things we often hear is that you are always quick to give assistance to companies 
that are looking to come here, but you need to reach out and help take care of your existing employers who want to 
grow here.  Just like Ohio Electric Control, this is another opportunity for the city to support one of our proven 
customers that are here in the city that continue to grow. 
 
There were no further questions. 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Ordinance No: 10-20  
B.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO 
ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE CENTER RUN TRAIL DEMOLITIONS PROJECT 
IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 

Mayor Miller stated this of course is concerning the project that we have talked a great deal about these last 
two years and that is our Center Run Trail project.  For those that are just joining the conversation, this is 
basically the land between Bicentennial Park and it runs all the way down to Miller Street and then part of the 
way down Cleveland Avenue. This actually involves 13 properties. Just to give you a background on this 
project, Center Run Trail---Center Run is the name of Town Creek on the 1890’s parcel maps of the city. We 
received a grant from the Ohio Public Works Commission for about $1.2million to restore the Riparian 
Corridor. Basically, those are fancy words for those houses and those structures in that area are built too close 
to Center Run.  They are in a flood plain and we received this grant to remove all of the structures in that area 
away from the waterway that flows behind those properties.  This involves all the properties on Main Street 
between the cell phone store and Dairy Queen and then several properties on Cleveland Avenue.  

Mayor Miller stated that he wants everyone to know that this is not a case where the city is using eminent 
domain or anything like that. Basically, at the start of this project with sent out letters to all the property 
owners along Cleveland Avenue as well as Main Street asking them if they would possibly be interested in 
participating.  Some jumped right away and they were willing to talk with us and others weren’t so interested, 
but then once when we actually received the grant and start moving forward with property appraisals and 



acquiring some of the properties, we then were contacted by quite a few other property owners who were 
also willing to participate. 

Mayor Miller stated that the ordinance that is before you tonight is asking you to authorize us to move 
forward with the first step in removing those structures. It is estimated that the cost of removing those 
structures is in the neighborhood of about $240,000; that is only an estimate because we obviously haven’t 
gone out for bids as of yet, but a majority of that will be covered by the grant. We are expecting about 
$180,000 of that to be covered by the grant. Often times with state grants you are required to have some skin 
in the game and so this is an example where we will have to cover a percentage of the cost, but the majority 
of it will mean the city gains about $1.2 million. 

Dr. Lawson questioned if work has begun. 

Mayor Miller stated that work has begun. If you have seen the wood stacked on some of the roofs, it is 
because some of the places had asbestos in them and we have already had asbestos contractors go in and 
remove what minimal amounts of asbestos have been detected. 

Mayor Miller stated that Barb Warnes in the City Engineers office has done a remarkable job on this project. 
She has been eating and breathing this project for the last year and if you were to see the stack of paper that 
goes along with the acquisition of each of those 13 properties---Thank God for Barb! 

Ms. Woodward questioned if everyone was out of the homes in the 13 properties. 

Mayor Miller stated not in all instances. Different folks were provided different timeframes based on when we 
were able to acquire their property or what their next step is. 

Ms. Woodward questioned if there was a deadline. 

Mr. Workman questioned what the timeframe was for the city. 

Mayor Miller stated that the timeframe everyone has been given for the occupants is the end of May. 

Mayor Miller stated that that is an interesting question because we could have a variety of folks watching this 
and they all might have different timeframes and that is because the city—our intention is to acquire these 
properties after they have been vacated. The current property owner—our desire was to have them empty 
the premise before we took ownership.  That was not possible in all of these purchases and that is why there 
could be different timeframes.  For example, maybe someone’s landlord said the occupants need to be out at 
this time and that was far sooner than May, depending on whether the landlord wanted to take woodwork 
out of the house or what they might have been interested in doing. So that would vary depending on the case. 

Mayor Miller stated that it is important for people to know that we are not using city income tax dollars or city 
dollars to purchase these properties. We are acquiring these properties through the Ohio Public Works 
Commission grant of approximately $1.2 million.  

There were no further questions 

Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes:  Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr.  Valentine 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 



Mayor Miller stated that he would just add it’s not as though the city can randomly go about, since this is a state grant, 
and just passing out this price for this house, this price for this house---basically what happened is if a property owner 
agreed that they were interested in potentially selling to the city, a state certified appraiser had to come to their 
property, and in many instances look at both inside and out, and then they gave the property a value. Most likely, nine 
times out of ten, people got maybe even more that what it would have actually sold for if they had put up a For Sale 
sign. It was important to all of us that everyone be fairly compensated for their property and when push came to shove, 
in many instances, they probably did even better than what the marker would have provided for them. 
 
Ordinance No: 11-20 
C.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATES FOR THE  FOLLOWING 
ATTACHED EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided-Finance Director, Larry Paxton  
 
Mr. Paxton stated that this ordinance refers to several purchases that the city has incurred over the last few 
months in an effort to continue to operate the city. There are different bills that the city has incurred. The 
reason the ordinance does not have a dollar amount is because we were fearful that while we were paying 
things after we submitted this to the Mayor’s office for consideration this evening that naturally we would run 
across another invoice that would have to come through here.  The total amount of these “Then and Now” 
certificates is $59,852.25. I have included the additional sheet highlighting the vendors and that information 
for your consideration. They are not anything out of the ordinary that the city hasn’t anticipated. It’s just 
unfortunate that sometimes we were not able to get a purchase order before the invoice was dated. 
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Resolutions:    None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
 
Testimony provided by-  
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: a.) Advertising Permit- TruGreen- Justin Brown 
  
Testimony provided by- Mr. Workman stated that we have had experience with your company in the past and 
think we have had not issues or questions regarding the company. 
 



Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller that the advertising permit be approved  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 
                               b.) Planning Commission presentation for proposed sign regulations. 
         
Testimony provided by- Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it is probably about a year and a half ago that we challenged the Ashland City 
Planning Commission to take the time to carefully review all of our signage regulation code and make 
suggestions for improvements and updates.  We determined that our signage regulations have not been 
updated for approximately 40 years and as you know, technology has changed. We have different types of 
signage now. We have different types of development happening in our community and we thought it was 
important that we review those regulations and make sure that they were relevant for the challenges that we 
are facing today. At that time, we actually, not only had representatives from the planning commission, Tom 
McGee, Rick Ewing and Greg Gault---we also had a former Mayor Glen Stewart, a representative from law 
director’s office, the city engineer, a building contractor and we also had a realtor on the committee.  They 
had a lot of meetings and spent a lot of time on this project and toward the end of last year we delivered to 
council a brand new, newly revised signage code. We asked at that time that you review and now tonight, Mr. 
Rick Ewing is going to give you a general overview of the philosophy and approach the committee took in 
putting together this new draft of signage regulations. 
 
Mr. Ewing stated as Mayor Miller has suggested this has been a labor of time and effort and wishes to thank 
the other committee members that they have put into this.  
 
Mr. Ewing stated that the signage code was last updated in 2008. While it was generated originally 40 years 
ago, it was updated in 2008, which obviously in ten years a lot of things have changed.  As we started the 
process of reviewing Chapter 1184; Part 11 of the Planning and Zoning Code out of our city ordinances, we 
started at looking at ways that it was outdated, that perhaps the definitions had changed and we realized that 
there are standardized codes out there that are more common in other communities, that are more common 
for contractors.  They are what people are used to seeing as they start addressing signage issues. Being part of 
the planning commission, we were doing a lot of variance hearings or clarifications on signing permits just 
because of the language and type of information that was in our original code.  
 
Mr. Ewing stated that through that process we went through, line by line, our existing code; the previous code 
from 2008, alongside of the standardized code. While using definitions, terms and various elements and 
structure of the code itself, we made sure we held true to the original stipulations, dimensions and so forth. 
There wasn’t allot of numerical changing, if you will for the code, much of it is still very relevant, but, for 
example, there is nothing in our current code about digital signage.  There is very little of conflicting 
information in there about billboards.  Those were elements that we looked at the standardized code and 
start adopting language and various elements that were more appropriate to what we are experiencing in the 
industry when signage permits came in.   
 
Mr. Ewing stated that this process took allot of time. We did focus on the single chapter for signage, but I 
believe the expectation is that we will go through this process now with the remainder of that part eleven of 
the zoning and planning code and do similar exercises.  This was kind of our test case and it did take some 
time to figure out the process and the best way to go about it. With approval tonight or in the near future of 
this element then we will reconvene, that committee or perhaps a new committee, and continue through the 
various chapters of that part eleven.  



Mr. Workman stated that he would like to start by saying the planning commission is completely volunteer 
and we sincerely appreciate your efforts and service.  
 
Mr. Workman questioned if the council could see the revisions. 
 
Mr. Ewing stated that the draft that you received is the result of our work. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the law director’s office reviewed it as to form. 
 
Attorney Wolfe stated yes, but there were a couple of minor changes. 
 
Mr. Ewing stated that one of the things that we did do late in the game, the standardized code that we were 
basing this on had a completely different numbering system and chapter system and we made modifications 
to make it fit within our part of the ordinances. 
 
Mr. Workman questioned what would be required for the council to confirm the changes. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we will bring and ordinance before you at the next meeting and at that time you can 
decide whether or not you want to do three readings or how you want to handle it.  It will be an ordinance to 
adopt the new code to replace the old. 
 
Mr. Valentine questioned who the sign police are going to be. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that so far we’ve had a good record of people coming to us when they need a sign, 
because most of the time, if someone hires a professional to provide them with a sign, the professional knows 
there is a code you have to follow.  
 
Mr. Miller questioned if existing signs are going to be grandfathered in. 
 
Mr. Ewing stated that any sign that comes to us for a new permit would be beholden to the new regulations. 
This isn’t retroactive and that all existing signs need to come into compliance. If they were to replace the sign, 
and put a new sign up, certainly those would be held to the new code. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that we have state roads that go through our city and I know the state as their own 
prescriptions for signage regulations. So were there cases in which we are in conflict with those state 
regulations or do the state regulations overrule our regulations or do we have any conflict at all. 
 
Mr. Ewing stated that there is an issue of what authority—and assume that if it is within the right of way of 
the state route, ODOT would have the authority; otherwise the city would have the authority.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that the most frequent violations are those temporary signs that people are placing at 
intersections. Those are in violation and we can remove those signs and in the places where they have been 
creating a safety hazard, we are willing to send people out to remove those signs. The signs that advertise “We 
Will Buy Your Home” and ones similar do tend to get out of control. 
 
Mr. Ewing stated that the signage codes do address political signs and real estate signs.  
 



Mr. Workman stated that it was mentioned about electronic billboards and things like that and heard that at 
one point there was a requirement on brightness and things like that. Is that addressed and are there 
established guidelines? 
 
Mr. Ewing stated yes.  Contrary to having this conversation with some signage vendors and that can’t be done, 
in fact it can. We have it included in the code certain limitations as to the amount of lumens put off. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it is important for council to know that the planning commission takes their work 
seriously and they have in recent years received requests to place signs in locations where they simply were 
not compatible with the environment and denied the variance request. A good example is that we had an 
opportunity to approve a variance to place a digital in the historic Center Street district and it just really would 
not have been in keeping with the setting there and the variance was denied. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:  
    
Mr. Workman questioned if there was a timeline on the budget. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that both the Mayor’s office and the Finance Director’s office are working on the budget 
and hope to have it done rather quickly here in the upcoming next few weeks so that you can see it before we 
ask you to adopt it 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:   Mr. Miller stated that three of us had the good fortune to ride on the transit routes 

and those people do a great job.  Liz has a great team and the driver I had was Brad and he was very 
attentive to his passengers. Mr. Miller stated that he wanted to remind everyone that the transit is not 
just limited to Ashland. They can go within a 60 mile radius and allot of their rides they take people up 
to Cleveland airport.  

 
Ms. Woodward stated that she rode with Crystal and Bill. What stuck out the most is most of the passengers 

stated that they don’t know what they would do without the service and how they would get to their 
doctor’s appointments. Ms. Woodward stated that she wanted to congratulate to firemen that were 
recognized, Logan and Clayton.  

 
Dr. Lawson stated that he did ride along on the transit routes. It is a great service, and encourages people to 

use the city transit. 
 
 
MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that he would just add to the discussion about the transit.  
Ridership is up. It is not just limited to medical runs and airport runs.  Many times we are picking up school 
children and taking them to school as alternative transportation and also taking folks to their workplace in the 
morning. The numbers that are taking advantage of it continues to climb. That is heavily subsidized by the 
state through federal transportation dollars and it is definitely a service that will continue to grow here as 
people look at alternative ways of getting to and from. Mayor Miller stated that the transit staff are all now 
city employees.  Part of the reason we desired to take that in-house and manage it ourselves is so that we 
could hire the people that are providing this customer services and they are doing a great job and would add 
to the comments council has made, at the residence where we stopped, we were in the vehicle that could 
accommodate a wheel chair.  Our drivers park, get out, go to the door, and assist the folks to get down their 
ramps and their driveways and into the vehicle. The other thing to mention is that a lot of folks ask why you 
don’t run the transit later into the night.  The reason is, at this point, there is not demand to justify the 
expense of having staff here to provide rides.  However, if there is a special event going on and it makes sense, 



we are always open to adapting the schedule to see how it works.  Most recently we were contacted by the 
manager of the Ashland Symphony Orchestra and she is interested in us possibly extending the hours during 
the summer band shell concert series so folks can get there and back home that might not have a vehicle. We 
are always open to new ideas on how to improve that service. 
Mayor Miller stated that the dog park will be closed for most of March. The reason is we are going to re-do 
the entry to the dog park. When you step through the fence, it is becoming very muddy in that area and we 
are going to enhance that area so that it’s not as messy getting into the dog park.  The good news is the 
reason it’s muddy is because there are so many people using it that they have tracked away all the grass. 
Also, to put it on everyone’s radar, it’s time to start talking about Spring Clean-up.  We expect Spring Clean-up 
to start at the end of March.  So, you have about a month to figure out what you want to dispose of this year 
and we will have more details coming out, probably in your water bills as well as at the council meetings in the 
weeks to come.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Den mother of Cub Scout Pack 502-She stated that on behalf of the troop 
they just wanted to thank council for extending the invitation to be at the meeting tonight; and thank Mayor 
Miller for meeting with the troop. 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:  7:46p.m. 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive Session to 
discuss pending litigation, one matter of imminent litigation, and property acquisition information. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION:  9:05pm 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 9:06pm 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 
 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 02-18-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


