
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday April 7, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by Council President, Steve Workman. 
Pastor Dave McNealy began the meeting with an invocation. 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held March 17, 2020 be approved as written 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
 
Ordinance No: 18-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE APPROVING OF THE PURCHASE OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN  THE CITY OF 
ASHLAND AND SUBSEQUENT TRANSFER THEREOF AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated this is the acquisition of 329 Ohio Street.  We are going to be able to put this up on the 
screen so people can see 329 Ohio Street, but when I saw the picture, it makes it look better than what it 
really is. If you were to go out and see this property, it is in deplorable condition.  We have actually had folks 
come to our council meeting and speak in regard to the need to remove this structure.  After about two years 
of toil, we are finally at the point where the owner has agreed to part with the property and tonight we bring 
before you this ordinance to acquire it from this person.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that the property is owned by Gary Austin and at the time we actually negotiated the 
deal, there was a tax debt on the property of about $700. Since then, he has paid it down to $300 plus, but 
that will be covered here in this transaction. We actually then, immediately, after acquiring this property if you 
should decide to do so tonight, we will be transferring it to The Land Bank and  The Land Bank has the funds 



then to remove the structure.  So this will be a great improvement to this community and this neighborhood. 
There are some nice homes on Ohio Street. This is a long time coming. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that at previous meeting it was shared with you the idea that we know everyone is 
concerned about cleaning up the city and basically what we are doing is going from property to property that 
needs addressed like this; properties that have been vacated or dilapidated or are simply there is no owner 
claiming them any longer.   We are going from property to property like that and with the help of the law 
director’s office and especially Andrew Bush, the assistant law director, we are figuring out a way to get ahold 
of those properties and get them removed. So far we have found significant success considering we started 
this about two years ago.  We have removed one of the structures on Vine Street, one on East Walnut Street, 
one on Arch Street, the Fourth Street structure that was multiple units there behind St. Edward School. We 
also, with the help of The Land Bank, and let me clarify this is all with the help of The Land Bank. We are so 
thankful that the commissioners took the action of forming The Land Bank because it really is providing us 
with the vehicle to remove these structures and at times access grant money to do so. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that in addition you have to remember we can add to this list of residential structures like 
329 Ohio Street, the Pump House factory building that has now been taken down.  We also are in the process 
of securing the grant to complete the removal and remediation of The Eagle Gas Station on Claremont Avenue 
and Hess and Clark, of course, is in the works.  We have a contractor going through there to give us an 
assessment of the asbestos that is in that building. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he wants to share good news—today PumpCo. PumpCo is a property that is located 
at the end of Elm Street near the railroad tracks.  It’s over in the Ohio Street area.  It was a factory—a business 
that turned old tires into rubber mats. It has been out of business for years—piles of tires and rubber all 
around. One of the structures that is included in that particular business caught fire and burned most of the 
way down and you could walk right in it. Finally, through The Land Bank’s help we were able to acquire and 
put it up for auction and it has a new owner. Today the new owner begins demolition. He is going to salvage 
the building that he thinks is salvageable to use for storage of his own vehicles, but finally that is coming 
down. The reason I share that with you tonight is so that you know that 329 Ohio Street is part of a bigger 
vision of cleaning up these old vacant buildings and homes that exist around town. 
 
Mr. Miller asked to be reminded of the steps that after it’s torn down. 
 
Mayor Miller stated it depends on how much interest there is in the property. Once the building, and again 
that is a Land Bank board decision-but I think it’s pretty clear what direction and approach The Land Bank is 
taking on these matters and the city does have a representative as the Mayor of the largest city in the county, 
we have an automatic mandated seat on the board.  Right now, the way this will most likely work is once they 
remove this structure at 329 Ohio Street, they would then offer it for auction with a starting bid that is more 
than reasonable.  If no one bids on the property, which has been the case in several of these instances, then it 
is offered to the neighbors. It is a minimal fee and fortunately, at this point, neighbors have taken advantage 
of that because they want to preserve it as a green space next to their home. We did have the property on 
Walnut Street that was burned down, the Ashland County Disabilities Board acquired that property from us 
and they do hope to build a home there. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that if one of these properties that The Land Bank were to get ahold of were able to be 
rehabbed and reutilized as a home, or business, or otherwise, they would try to get that accomplished before 
they would demolish the structure. 
 
Mr. Miller stated that the point that he wanted to make clear is that it does not revert back to the city. 



Mayor Miller stated no.  And to remember that the City Council has supported The Land Bank’s operation for 
the last two to three years and to the tune of $15,000 a year.  So, out of our share of our $15,000 that will 
help cover the cost of removal of this home. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if the demolition would include filling in the basement and converting it to a vacant lot. 
 
Mayor Miller stated yes.  When it’s done, it’s seeded green grass. 
 
Mr. Valentine questioned until it is sold does the city continue to mow it. 
 
Mayor Miller stated no.  The Land Bank will take care of that. 
 
Mayor Miller stated in their beginning stages when The Land Bank was just starting up and didn’t have many 
funds available, there were a couple of properties that we just did out of convenience because we already had 
the contracts in place, but now that they are up and running they maintain those properties they owned. 
 
Mr. Valentine stated that we tore some properties down we had to keep mowing and that’s the only thing I’m 
concerned about. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned if there was a timeframe. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that The Land Bank is already accepting bids to remove the structure. 
 
Mr. Workman stated for the benefit of our viewers we will buy the property and immediately transfer to The 
Land Bank who will initiate the removal and then it will be offered back to the neighbors. 
 
Mayor Miller stated absolutely and to clarify that we are not in the business of buying old dilapidated 
properties. Basically, what we agreed to is we would help settle the taxes for the property owner handing over 
ownership.  
 
 There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Workman that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  
Resolution No: 4-20 
A.) A FINAL RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO 
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE US 250 BYPASS 
RESURFACING LYING WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND; TO BE FUNDED BY  ACCOUNT NO. 472-5601-56019 
WITH AN ESTIMATED COST OF $506,006.00; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 



Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that almost one year ago we presented to council this proposal to team up with the Ohio 
Department of Transportation to complete the resurfacing of the 250 bypass.  The bypass will begin out at 42 
near the model plane area, where you can fly your model plane. That’s where this work will begin and it will 
continue all across the bypass and even north of the industrial park to the city limits. It is in rough shape. Our 
city crews have been patching it to try to get us through to this resurfacing job. We were just contacted by 
ODOT and over the last year they believe the cost of the project is going to be more than what was originally 
anticipated. Expenses have gone up with materials costs have gone up. So our city’s share would be larger 
than what we thought it would be in June of 2019. At that time, we thought it would be $386,000.  That’s 
what the engineering estimate told us.  Today, ODOT is suggesting that our share could be up to $506,000. 
Now there is no guarantee that it will be that much.  In fact, the ODOT engineer at our District 3 office said 
they would be surprised if it is that much more. They actually think the $386,000 could in fact be the amount, 
but they were required to make this change to make sure they were covered. The total estimated price of that 
project resurfacing is about $1.3 million. They hope to begin work in July.  So tonight, this is not an Ordinance, 
it is a Resolution and it is basically committing us to cover our share of the project. 
 
Mr. Miller stated up to $506,000. 
 
Mayor Miller stated yes. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned if the bypass would be shut down to resurface. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he felt they would maintain traffic and have not heard any discussion of shutting it 
down and it would be too significant with the truck traffic to close down. 
 
There were no more questions 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Resolution be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller  
 
Mayor Miller stated that the design work for the roundabout out at Cottage Street and US 250 bypass is well 
underway.  We have seen some of the initial drawings. Shane, the city engineer, has reviewed them. We 
recommended some changes because we truly want this to be the maximum size a roundabout can be so that 
there is no question that trucks can pass through it.  We also, traditionally in some of these roundabouts the 
engineer has designed them in a way that the trucks are actually supposed to go up over the curb.  If you’ll 
notice, there will be a paver surface or some alternative surface and it is actually designed that way so that 
when the trucks go around to go up over that curb. My non-engineer opinion is most people that go up over 
the curb think that was an error and that it was built too small. We are really pushing the engineering firm to 
make sure that if there is any of that necessary that it needs to be so insignificant that people don’t even 



realize they are going up over it. You will receive more drawings and more information on that soon, and it is 
well underway and we believe that construction will start in 2022. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
Testimony provided by-  
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:  Mr. Paxton stated that the income tax and the utility billing office continue to operate.  
We have closed the offices for the safety of our customers as well as our employees, but we have provided 
drop boxes for our citizens to drop off their payments, their tax returns, their W-2’s and other forms that they 
need to file with income division.  There is a drop box that is monitored regularly in front of that building as 
well as a drop box behind this building for the utility billing.  We continue to operate safely and in an effort to 
protect our customers as well as our employees and have a safe environment for everyone at this point.  I 
wanted to announce that because there has been some question whether we were still in operation or not 
because we have our doors locked.  We have signs on the doors that say we are still here.  The finance office is 
open as well, but we tend to limit some of the entrance to that as well, but we are still here and still 
functioning as needed in order to keep our government in operation. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that along those lines that he did have someone ask him recently if they wanted their tax 
returns prepared by someone in your office what the process would be. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated they would drop off those forms beside the drop box.  If they would take one of those 
forms and sign it and date it and attach their W-2 to that form, then put it in the drop box and we would 
complete it.  We ask that they put their phone number on it so that we can reach out to them if we have 
questions or if we need additional information.  The filing deadline has been extended to July 15th. So we have 
a couple more months to go, but at the same time, we ask that if you have your W-2’s and you can file that it 
would help us to get through those late filings before the deadline.  We are here to help, but at the same time 
if you could help us, we would greatly appreciate it. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that he noticed that the website had the extended date Big and Bold. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if people defer paying their taxes until July 15th is that going to have a hardship on the 
function of the city. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that it would delay it a couple of months for sure, but at the same time, if they can file their 
taxes earlier that is always helpful, but we realize that this is a unique time that we live in. In doing that, the 
most important thing is if they can’t pay all of it, if they can even pay some of it, but the real important thing is 
to make sure it is filed before the July 15th deadline, because after that there are penalties and other things 
that come into play. The sooner is better, but we realize that not everyone can do that and we are willing to 
work with them as long as they file their forms on time. 
 



Ms. Woodward stated that Mr. Paxton mentioned drop-off, but what about any documentation that they 
need to get back. Is it going to be sent to the person? 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that it does happen more than what we really want it to sometimes.  Sometimes people will 
put all of their W-2’s in the drop box or drop them off to our office-the federal and state W-2, as well as their 
local W-2 and in a case like that we do mail those back to them as soon as we see that. We open the mail and 
do that on a daily basis.  
 
Mr. Valentine stated that he puts his in the box and then calls the next day and ask to be sent a stamped copy 
and it’s appreciated. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that is a good practice. We try to get that out, but it depends on the workload of how many 
returns we receive in a day’s time, but we do try to get those back to our customers so they know from our 
standpoint that it is filed and it is a record for them to show proof that they did file on time and did pay their 
taxes. 
 
Mr. Workman stated to clarify they do not need to file an extension form with your office to utilize the 
extension of July. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated no. 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Dr. Lawson stated that he feels he can speak for everyone that these are difficult 
times. We’ve not had to face something like this in our lifetimes, but we here from the Governor that the stay 
at home order is working. We are saving lives and flattening that curve. In talking with our local healthcare 
hospital and officials and they are well prepared and things are very ready in case we need it, and we are 
hoping that we don’t.  There have been a couple of times that I’ve observed people ignoring the stay-at-home 
order and are gathering at parties and other things.  We want to encourage you to please, please stay at 
home. If you don’t have to go out, don’t, because it does help to flatten this curve.  We know that we are 
Ashland strong and we will get through this. 
 
Ms. Woodward stated that she wanted to commend some of the residents in Ashland County. This has 
brought out the best in a lot of people.  We have individuals out there making masks.  We have non-profits 
given food; cards going to the nursing homes. The residents are to be commended.  
 
Mr. Miller stated that he would echo both of those comments and sure hope that when this is over that we 
continue that spirit. It’s been wonderful to see what people are doing and the chalk messages to the hospital 
workers and front-line people. It’s very heartwarming and we need to continue that even after this is over.  
Spring cleaning descended on my street this week. Went to work this morning with a pile of stuff on my curb 
and when I came home, it was gone.  Kuddos to the workers that handle that and others in the city that are 
continuing to keep the city moving along.  Stay Home! Stay Safe! 
 
Mr. Valentine stated that he has two sons that are correction guards and a daughter-in-law that’s an RN and 
they are all working and working and appreciate a lot of these people making these masks. My wife is at the 
school and is one of the low people on the totem pole, but is essential and they have been making 3,000 plus 
lunches a day and the kids are being fed and it’s a great program. This town is really great. Everyone has really 
pitched in. We are all in this together.  No one is special here. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that he would like to thank the Mayor for his providing good leadership throughout this 
crisis locally; working with the commissioners and the health department and providing regular updates to our 



community. Thank you Mayor for giving our city that level of confidence.  With that, I want to repeat 
something that was heard on the news the other night and that is every day that goes by we are one step 
closer to this being over and things getting back to normal. 
  
MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that he would like to say a great big Thank You to all of the city 
employees in all the departments. Every aspect of your city government is still running and running smoothly. 
Even though we have taken the extra precautions to protect the employees such as Mr. Paxton mentioned 
locking down some of the offices, the reality is everything is still operating as you would expect. Our 
employees, too, have their own concerns about their own safety and when they are seeing so many others not 
have to come to work, I know it takes its toll because they are coming out and interacting with the public in 
many instances and working in offices with more than one person.  
Mayor Miller stated that he wants to give an update on some of the projects that we have been talking about. 
We do want people to know that business continues. The truth is we have been in touch with all of the 
developers that we have been working on projects with and all of them continue to move forward, which is 
great news. To share with you tonight that out at George Road and US 250 out by the Ohio Health Hospital 
that is being constructed every project we have spoken about up to this point continues on.  That means the 
developer out of Columbus continues with the apartments that they have talked about constructing in that 
area.  We want to thank them so much for not giving up and continuing to work through this public situation.  
We also want to thank several new developers who have interest in constructing hotels and other types of 
structures out in that area. Business continues in the city of Ashland. We are so thankful that people continue 
to want to invest here. 
Mayor Miller stated in the midst of all that we want to say that our heart and prayers go to all of our small 
“mom and pop” shops that have been mandated to close. They are struggling—their income comes from this 
week’s sales and if the stores are closed there is no money coming in. Many of them, the unemployment 
assistance and the small business loans haven’t caught up. We need to be thinking about those folks and 
whenever possible help them in any way we can. 
Mayor Miller stated we waited a long time for the improvement of the signals out here at Claremont and Main 
Streets.  If you recall, we waited for more than a year for that to happen because they weren’t able to get all 
the equipment to install these new signals.  In particular, the posts that they use they were back ordered so 
far the project wasn’t able to take place before now. It is under way. The poles are in and construction has 
begun.  One of the reasons people need to know that is going to be happening is because for the next three 
week there are most likely going to be closures at some of the pedestrian crossings on Claremont and Main, 
because they are ripping out sidewalks and making adjustments and so on.  We apologize for the 
inconvenience.  For those watching, it might be worth noting that project not only will touch this particular 
interchange, but it also will add a detection device to the Cottage St. and Third St. to help traffic flow better 
through that intersection. Also, we are adding preemption devices to the signals at the Center and Main Street 
intersections; the Union and Main intersection; and we are adding it to Washington, Miller and Walnut—the 
five-way down by CVS; and finally Cleveland and Arthur St. That is a big project and one that people are 
waiting on seeing completed. 
Mayor Miller stated that we continue to put together the list that we will present to you that includes all the 
streets that we hope to resurface this year.  We used our new software to come up with the initial list and 
then the Street Department Director, the City Engineer and I went out and drove every one of them to make 
sure they made sense. We did make some changes and we are probably not going to be able to do as many 
streets as we were hoping because some of the prices are going up on asphalt and so on, but we will still have 
a big season if we can get a contractor in place. 
Mayor Miller stated when it comes to Wells Road out at the Industrial Park, the pre-construction meeting was 
supposed to be held today, however, it has been postponed and will take place over the phone within a week 
or so. That project will continue. 



Mayor Miller stated that at the next council meeting you should be anticipating a discussion about our 
upgrades of our waste water treatment plant.  This is a very expensive project and has been underway here at 
the city: a Simonson Construction service is the contractor.  It is a $3.3 million project and basically it will bring 
our waste water treatment plant into compliance with the EPA’s new phosphorous discharge limits. As the 
work has begun out there, it does look as though we are going to have to make more changes than what we 
originally anticipated. This probably won’t mean a lot to a lot of people, but our liquid sludge storage tanks do 
need to be replaced and we weren’t originally intending on replacing them.  After working with the 
contractor, it seems as though for the longevity of this project and how long these upgrades will be expected 
to last, it made sense to do this now.  That will not be a cheap change to that project, it will be six figures or 
more, but we will be bringing that to you at the next council meeting. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:36p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 4-7-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


