
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday April 21, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by Council President, Steve Workman. 
Pastor Phil Ludwig began the meeting with an invocation. 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held April 7, 2020 be approved as written 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
 
Ordinance No: 19-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT WITH SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION FOR THE CIRCLE DRIVE SANITARY SEWER 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that several months ago in the neighborhood surrounding Circle Drive out on the south 
side of the city, property owners began to notice that there were sinkholes developing along their backyards 
in a low lying area.  Over time, those sinkholes became a little bit bigger and a little bit deeper and they 
contacted the city engineer’s office. At that time, we sent out a utility crew.  After they did all their research, 
they discovered that the storm sewer actually needed to be replaced and repaired in that area. While we were 
preparing to put the documents together to hire a contractor to complete that job, while our crews were out 
in the field, they discovered that about twenty feet away, there was another project that needed completed.  
That one involves the sanitary sewer line in that area.  That is what we bring to you tonight. This is a project 
that is urgent because in that neighborhood there are small children and because it lies down a ravine of sorts, 
the soil is such that our crews can’t get in to put the traditional steel plates over the hole.  Instead, we used 



plywood in multiple locations.  That is the safety reason.  The other reason would be the lines are all torn up in 
that area.  
Mayor Miller stated that we have two projects, the first project that is before you tonight is the repair and 
replacement of the sanitary sewer line in that Circle Drive area; and of course, you see we are bringing before 
you an ordinance that actually identifies that the project is expected to cost around $28,730 and we would ask 
for your consideration for us to move forward with this repair. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if the sewer line was broken or leaking. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he didn’t believe that was the case. If you were to see the terrain, it’s in a unique 
area and overtime it is an older system. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that it is clearly a safety issue at this point. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he hesitated to bring it up because it is kind of a separate issue, and last year on 
Circle Drive before we resurfaced Circle Drive, the pavement on that side of the road was starting to crumble 
away and literally fall in. Our crews went out at that time and believe it was an issue with manhole covers and 
our system down through that section, and since is being addressed, but it is interesting that this is developing 
just south east of that location. It is probably because of the location. 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Ordinance No: 20-20 
B. AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT WITH SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION FOR THE CIRCLE DRIVE STORM SEWER REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by- none 
 
Mr. Workman stated already having heard testimony asked for a motion to approve on the first reading. 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson  
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 



Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Workman that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Ordinance No: 21-20 
C.) AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A CERTAIN ALLEY SITUATED IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.            
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this will sound very familiar to council, because last year in December there was a 
discussion about this particular request to vacate an alley. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that if you look at the map, this is Phillips Avenue and this is King Road. If you are familiar 
with some of the landmarks, here is King Road Apartments.  If you were to travel out there right now, you 
would see that there is a drive off of King back to the parking lot of the King Road Apartments. Honestly, most 
that would see that would suspect that it is the driveway and most likely owned by King Road Apartments. 
However, it is not.  It is considered a city owned alley.  The alley, however, is only developed as far back as the 
parking lot to King Road Apartments. Starting where the red slash marks are on the map, the alley actually 
technically continues all the way back through to Ashland University’s parking lot.  However, if you were to 
walk out there right now, you would say that’s the lawn of the apartment complex. The truth is that is an alley 
in the city.  Also, if you take a look to the south side of that alley, the city also has another alley way leading 
out to Phillips Avenue.  It is not developed either.  It’s not pavement, but it is gravel. So there is some 
indication that it is an exit from the parking lot of the Ashland-King Road Apartments.  What is before you 
tonight is a request to vacate these sections that you see in red.  This would still allow access to the King Road 
Apartments and would still allow access to the property owned by Ashland University, and all the property 
owners that are connected have been contacted.  We spoke with the King Road Apartments owner and he has 
no problem with this. Ashland University Vice-President of Facilities, Rick Ewing, agrees that they are okay 
with this proposal and Mr. Carter, who owns the home on the corner also, is in favor of this particular measure 
that is being put before you tonight. Council President, Steve Workman, has been out to the site long with our 
city engineer and it sounds like this is probably the best direction for us to take since we have been 
considering this now for several months 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned if the property owners will then share the alley. 
 
Mayor Miller stated yes and that drive still could be utilized by both.  
 
Mr. Workman questioned if the city would maintain the alley. 
 
Mayor Miller stated yes. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that he recalled that one of the property owners talked about on occasion some people 
would drive down the gravel alley and questioned if it would be up to the property owner to barricade that 
area to stop that from happening. 
 



Mayor Miller stated yes and one of the first things you will see down, if this is approved tonight is the 
homeowner will relocate his fence out to the edge of the property line that I would suggest would eliminate 
that problem right away. 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine  
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Ordinance No: 22-20 
D.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT MODIFICATION WITH SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. FOR THE WATER 
POLLUTION CONTROL FACILITY PHOSPHORUS OPTIMIZATION AND SLUDGE DEWATERING PROJECT IN THE 
CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.                
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that all of you are well aware of the fact that right now we do have a construction project 
going on at the waste water treatment plant.  What necessitated this project, largely, is the fact that the Ohio 
EPA is actually requiring that we need new phosphorous discharge limits by April of next year. The project is 
well under way During the early planning of the project, there was a consideration that perhaps one of the 
ways we could reduce the cost of the project would be by utilizing two underground sludge storage tanks that 
we knew were in the ground and hadn’t been used for years, but they were in the ground.  The thought was 
that if we did that, we may be able to save money not having to build a new storage tank.  
 
Mayor Miller stated as the project has progressed and as Simonson has begun the project and done more 
analysis what they found is those tanks are not in good shape at all.  For us to be doing this upgrade at this 
time, it would not make sense for us to try to rescue or in any way try to attempt to save those tanks when we 
are hoping that this project will have a life expectancy beyond the next 50 years, 
 
Mayor Miller stated what is needed now is that new liquid sludge storage tank. If you will see the information 
that is before you—basically what we would be looking at is at the time of early planning—I will allow are 
director of the waste water treatment plant, Mike Hunter, he is here as back-up to answer any of your 
questions. Basically, early on in the planning process, there was a thought that if we did have to purchase and 
build a new storage tank, it could cost us upward of $800,000. Now that we have dove into it, we can see that 
we can’t salvage the old tanks, the proposal before you tonight is to construct a new storage tank and all of 
the different parts that go along with that for approximately $542,907. We are expecting it to have a life 
expectancy beyond 50 years. Incidentally, the two tanks that are underground were put there in 
approximately 1957. 
 



Mr. Hunter stated that the water tank was 1957 and the smaller tank was 1937. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that if we are going to make this upgrade now, it makes sense to do it right so that we 
don’t have to revisit it probably for the next half century or more. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned what the cost of the original project. 
 
Mayor Miller stated $3,321,819.  So this would be in addition to that bringing the total estimate cost to 
$3,800,000. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if the old tanks needed to be removed. 
 
Mr. Hunter stated that we will use the larger tank only and the smaller tank will not be used. The larger tank 
will be used as an excess.  Initially, when we looked at that, this tank could be refurbished, both of them could, 
but we would be looking at a life expectancy of the refurbished to be maybe 10 years. It doesn’t make sense, 
obviously, to do that.  So, what the design engineers and architectural engineers came through to do the final 
inspection, this was their recommendation and this is the one that makes sense. So we will take the larger of 
the two tanks, we will use it as an excess.  It will give us about 243,000 gallons of storage. Currently, onsite, 
our plant only has 84,000 gallons. With phosphorous treatment, we expect to have a doubling of our sludge 
production because of the precipitation.  So we need this storage. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if the old tanks needed dug out to take them out. 
 
Mr. Hunter stated that we will be using the one tank.  The smaller tank will stay in place.  They are not 
underground tanks; they are in-ground tanks. So they do have a surface area. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned about the state funding. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that through careful management of the last resources over the last decade 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that over the last five to six years we have been transferring money from the sewer fund to 
this construction fund. Unfortunately, most of this will come out the sewer fund since that construction fund 
is now being depleted by this new construction.  It’s all local money. 
 
Mr. Valentine stated that six years ago we thought ahead on that. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated yes. For several years we have been transferring money anticipating this. Actually we 
thought that this job would cost more than that.  We were thinking it was going to be in the $5million range. 
 
Dr. Lawson asked for an update on the water tanks. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that they have been delayed because of the COVID situation, but we are hoping here in 
May perhaps we will get an update on their schedule. 
 
Mr. Hunter stated they are projecting they will begin sometime either the first or second week of May 
depending on the COVID-19 protocols that might be in place. 
 
 
 



 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller  
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
RESOLUTIONS: None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
Testimony provided by-  
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:  Larry Paxton stated that it has been an interesting couple of weeks of being home before 
7p.m. on April 15th. It seems to be that our citizens are dropping their payments off in our drop boxes as we 
have suggested and have been working through that.  The tax department is receiving those tax returns as 
they are coming in and beginning that process, which is a good thing. Things are moving along, but maybe not 
at the pace we wish they would be, but that’s okay. At this point, are citizens are working with us and utilizing 
the drop boxes as best they can. We occasionally get a call or someone that needs some additional help, 
which is fine, that’s what we are here for, but at the same time, they are working with us. We appreciate that 
very much. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned what percentage of tax returns have been received? 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that we can really put our finger on that, but at this point, the tax returns are down a little 
bit because of the filing deadline being extended. The individual returns are not flowing in maybe as they 
would have a few days ago, but they are flowing and that’s the important thing that people are filing their 
taxes as they get them completed so that we can get them into our system and accounted for. 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Dr. Lawson stated that he just noticed the new traffic lights and the new posts out on 
Main and Cottage. They look great; and going down Main Street, that is looking nice with all the new signs. 
The new projects that were created that are getting done and accomplished gives us hope for the future. 
Ms. Woodward stated that she wanted to thank the citizens of Ashland.  Everyone is pulling their own weight 
and doing their part to keep us all safe and our numbers are very low here. 
Mr. Miller stated that they stole his thunder, Ditto. 
Mr. Valentine stated spring clean-up—they are in my neighborhood and doing a wonderful job. It was about 9 
o’clock in the morning and heard the truck and looked out—everything was picked up---and what’s impressive 
is how much ground they cover.  Also, the low spot near Mr. Mattison’s building has been fixed. 
Mr. Workman stated that he has received questions about the swimming pool opening. 
 



Mayor Miller stated that we would learn that together.  We would have to wait and see what the Governor’s 
plan is for reopening and will make decisions based upon that. Also, we have received questions about the 
playgrounds.  Of course, all of our playgrounds are roped off and soon we should have an answer on that. 
 
 
  
MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that he wanted to thank council for taking action on all of the 
measures tonight because they are all critical measures. And would like to echo what everyone referenced 
already and the improvements that continue to happen are all outstanding.  The most fun one to watch is 16 E 
Main Street, because for so long we’ve looked at a building in deplorable condition and everyday it’s getting 
better and that’s exciting. It’s important for people to remember that those improvements will not just 
happen on the front façade, but on the sides of the building, and also on the Second St. side. It truly will be 
wonderful to see that complete. Also, we want everyone to know, and this is in reference to Dr. Dan Lawson’s 
comment that it gives people hope.  Mayor Miller stated that he is amazed at how many developers have 
contacted him in the last two weeks about projects, and these aren’t pie-in-the-sky projects, one of them, that 
is moving forward very soon, it will be brought to council very soon for a proposal for a CRA—actually two are 
upcoming soon.  These are major multi-million dollar investments here. It does surprise me a little, in the 
midst of the uncertainty of the economic situation right now that these folks are moving forward, but clearly 
they see an opportunity in the city of Ashland and they are going to take advantage of it. 
Today we received a call from a developer who wants us to find a location to do a project on Claremont 
Avenue. Again, I share that because those are very hopeful calls to receive, because it shows that there will be 
life after May 1st. We just need to get our local people back to work, especially the small “mom and pop” 
shops. There are allot of good things happening out there, there’s no question.  It is a danger to mention any 
one in particular, but in spite of the backed up traffic that was a very generous gesture of Dor-Lo Pizza to give 
out several hundred pizzas last night. All over town you will hear stories in their unique details of how people 
are doing those types of things to help bring each other through in good spirits. It’s a good time to be in 
Ashland and hoping that it’s even better after May 1st. 
Do note, anyone that is watching, that while we want to be cautious and we want to guard people’s safety, 
you can be assured that the local elected officials here in the city government of Ashland, as well as in the 
county, are going to do whatever we can to reopen as many of our businesses as we can in the safest possible 
manner. Certainly we will be respectful of the governor’s plan, but we are going to take care of Ashland and 
allot of our local businesses are in need of reopening as soon as possible and we are going to support them in 
that effort. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:30p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
      
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 4-21-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


