
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday 

May 19, 2020 
 7:00 p.m. 

Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by council President, Steve Workman 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES  
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held Tuesday, May 5, 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
 
Ordinance No: 26-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL REVENUE FUND ENTITLED COVID 19 FUND 270 FOR THE 
EXPRESS PURPOSE OF DEPOSITING AND EXPENDING FEDERAL AND STATE AID AND ASSIST THE CITY IN 
COMBATING THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:   Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the purpose of this legislation is that the state legislature is working on the development of a way 
to pass the CARES Act funding that the federal government has appropriated for the pandemic to pass it from the 
federal government through the state government and on to the local governments here in Ohio.  In doing that, this 
ordinance is a preemptive attempt on our part to create a fund for those monies to flow into and then to flow out of as 
we buy things to combat this situation. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated at this point the legislation has passed the Senate.  The last we knew of it, it is in the House of 
Representatives in Columbus to debate and they are working through that process.  As it stands, the funding mechanism 
is based off of the local government funds that flow from the state through the county to the city. The testimony that 
the state senator had provided would be that the allocation would 110% of what the city received last year in 2019 as a 



funding number for the city of Ashland to receive this year. That number would be about $293,000 if that percentage 
were to stay as proposed in their debates. At this point, that is an unknown, so that doesn’t mean that the city is going 
to get that amount, but that is part of the information that we are receiving that the city could possibly receive as much 
as that. With this, it’s been completely enacted in Columbus as of yet. It is being asked this evening for you to create this 
fund so that we can send it off to seek approval for the creation of the fund and then we would be doing some 
appropriations for it at the next meeting if everything goes well.  The problem is that some of the strings that come 
along with this is that the funds have to be completely spent by October 15th of this year.  It doesn’t mean that we can 
create a purchase order and not pay it until 2021, but that means they actually have to be expensed by that date.  
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the second situation is that the money we do not spend has to be sent back to the State of Ohio 
by December 28th of this year. It doesn’t give the city a real large window of time to encumber the funds, pay the funds, 
and go from there.  That is why we asked for this fund to be created this evening in hopes that the rest of it will flow 
through Columbus and we will be able to get a good footing on getting this started so that we can get some things 
purchased and some expense money to help the city combat some of these things.  It is local government funding. It’s 
not for utility bills or things like that.  This is an expense that the city would have incurred in combatting this situation. It 
could be a good thing, but it is an unknown at this point. We thought we would get a start on it and be prepared so if it 
does happen we are ready. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned that he assumed that the funds are not for agencies to assist them, but for specific things like 
personal protective equipment or things that the city is specifically using that relate to COVID. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that is correct. It is for things that the city would incur for example protective gear or masks or gloves 
or other things.  The city has already received about $27,000 through Medicare/Medicaid funding mechanism through 
the CARES Act already.  It came with 15 pages of strings of things that you could and could not buy with those funds.  I 
suspect that this will come with some strings as well that we will have to abide by. It’s basically to buy equipment, 
materials and services that the city would incur in combatting this situation. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned what office will monitor the expenditures. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that it will be in combination between the Mayor’s office and Finance.  The Finance office creates the 
purchase orders and pays the bills, but it would also be the Mayor’s office and Judge Good and Law Director Wolfe’s 
office that will oversee some of those expenditures that they have incurred or would incur in this situation. 
 
Mayor Miller stated early on, with the help of the finance director, we set up a special fund line items so that we would 
easily be able to track all the expenses over and above the normal cost of doing business to deal with COVID-19 and that 
would include everything from protective masks to disinfectant to hand sanitizer.  It does add up quick.  We also have 
accumulated some expense with various employees that were out due to COVID related situations and so all of those 
are being kept track of so that if this type of funding does in fact become available, we would literally be able to turn in 
our itemized receipts of how we accumulated these additional costs. 
 
Mr. Miller stated that he is curious what the percentage was based on because there was no CARES Act last year and 
what percentage was it based on. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the local government funding that the city received last year was $267,000 and with the 
testimony that we have seen from the senate’s hearings it is 110% of that which equated to the $293,000. 
 
Mayor Miller stated make sure that you heard him clearly when he said that it is not a real deal just yet. It’s passed one 
chamber of the Ohio general assembly and we don’t know what that final number might be, but we are fairly confident 
that it should be in that neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Miller stated that it sounds like it’s going to happen quick because if they are saying that it needs to be spent by 
October 15th this is hopefully going to be fast-tracked.  
 



Mr. Paxton stated that it’s a very short turnaround of time. You think about seeking encumbrances, purchase orders, 
getting goods and materials and things and paying for it by October 15th, that’s a very short turnaround for the city to do 
that.  Most recently we ordered a 55 gallon drum of hand sanitizer and took almost a month to get here.  Just so you 
know it cost about $2,700. It could take some time to incur the goods and materials that we need. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned, for the sake of clarity, this is in addition to the annual local government funding that we will 
receive. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that is correct. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that this is over and above what we usually get. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated last year we took in $267,000 from the state through the county to us.  They tried to come up some 
mechanism to disburse this CARES Act back through to the different jurisdictions so they just used that amount or that 
fund whatever is disbursed to the entities before and then multiply that by 110%. Again, this is not a done deal, but it is 
an effort to try to get a good foot up on the process. 
 
Mayor Miller stated, in other words, if this would pass the Ohio General Assembly and be signed by the governor, it 
would be two or three weeks before our next council meeting and this would already be in place and we can then move 
forward and not have to call a special meeting or make special arrangements.  If it doesn’t pass, there is no loss. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned, to clarify, this is to pay employees that maybe were off, does it have to be COVID related/ 
 
Mayor Miller stated absolutely. Again, there are no rules just yet, because it hasn’t been passed. 
 

There were no further questions. 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS:  None 
  
Testimony provided by-  
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
Testimony provided by- 
 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:   Mr. Paxton stated that he had no report, but would take any questions that council may 
have.  
Mr. Miller asked if the withholding is still pretty steady. 
 



Mr. Paxton stated withholding tax is holding its own.  It is right almost where we projected it which is a little 
scary on my part. Things are holding their own and staying steady at this point. 
 
Mayor Miller stated for those at home that haven’t followed the meetings, in this case, scary means he’s dead 
on. It’s not scary for our budget; it is a good situation for our budget.  We are not seeing any disruption like 
some might expect. 
 
Mr. Workman questioned when Mr. Paxton would have a clear read on the April numbers. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that at the end of May we would have a better idea. 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Dr. Lawson stated with the weather getting nicer—we are all excited about that and 
great things continuing to happen around the city of Ashland and projects being completed and we are excited 
about those things.  Dr. Lawson stated that he would like to encourage our citizens to please act responsibly 
because we do not yet have a vaccine for this virus and we don’t want to see another spike—please take into 
consideration your fellow citizens and act responsibly toward them as well. 
 
Ms. Woodward stated that she concurs with Dr. Lawson.  Ms. Woodward stated that her way home is Center 
Trail Run and it looks amazing. The houses are gone and down to dirt.  
 
Mr. Miller stated that with things opening, we need to act responsibly and stay safe. 
 
Mr. Valentine stated that he just wanted to echo everyone else’s comments. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that the water tower work has begun. The city is a hub of activity. 
Mr. Workman stated that we would like to inform the community that the City Council meetings will be 
opened to the public again on June 2nd.  You are welcome back to the building practicing social distancing as 
the governor recommends.  This is being said with a word of caution, if the Governor should change 
something in his order, we will be opening up the meetings. 
  

MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that he wanted to give an update on the street resurfacing 
program for calendar year 2020.  Originally we thought that at this meeting we would bring before council a 
list of streets that we would propose be resurfaced this summer.  We have decided that we are going to wait 
until the next meeting so that we have a more accurate picture of how much income tax money will be 
available for our summer street resurfacing program. You can expect that at the first meeting of June.  
Before we bring that list before you, we do want you to know that regardless of what that final figure is that 
we get at the end of May, we already know that we will be spending over a million dollars on new asphalt here 
in the city.  Three projects that we have already committed to, three streets that we have already committed 
to, of course folks know that we have partnered with ODOT to completely resurface the 42 US 250 bypass. So 
we will be doing both lanes from 42 to the city limits just north of the Industrial Park.  Our share of the project 
will be approximately $500,000. During our street levy campaign, you repeatedly heard us say that we are 
trying to leverage our local dollars to get the biggest bang for our buck that we could possibly get. That is just 
another example of where we use our half a million to get about $1.1 million worth of new asphalt. 
Mayor Miller stated that the last meeting this council approved to go for bid for the CDBG money that we 
hope to spend this year.  That is another $150,000 worth of new asphalt. That will be West 10th Street, 
Cottage Street to Orange Street and will also include Union Street from 8th Street to Orange Street and East 8th 
Street from Orange Street to a dead end.   
Mayor Miller stated also construction has begun on the Wells Rd extension at the Industrial Park. This project 
is so important because it opens up land in our Industrial Park for future development for more businesses to 



come into our community or expand. That project is estimated to be $945,000.  Our share is approximately 
$450,000 and we received three grants to offset the rest of that. ODOT’s Job and Commerce gave us 
$186,000; Jobs Ohio gave us another $180,000+; and the Transportation Improvement District Grant came 
through at roughly $186,000. Mayor Miller stated that at the next council meeting the list that we bring before 
you will probably be hovering around maybe $450,000 to $500,000 and those will be more side streets 
throughout the city. 
Mayor Miller stated that he knows that people throughout all of the wards have streets that are in bad shape 
and we are just trying to chisel away at the list.  Smith Road is one that we are often receiving comments on 
and Smith Road is such an expensive project that we would do it from Claremont to Baney Road—the estimate 
came in at $300,000+, but by all means that if we can somehow justify that, we are going to try and tackle that 
this year—no guarantees, but we are going to try to get to Smith Road. 
Mayor Miller stated—also Claremont Avenue. We all know Claremont Avenue needs help especially out by 
Abers and the Fairgrounds. Once again, the reason why the city is not moving forward with completely 
resurfacing that currently is because we have secured a $2 million state grant to completely rebuild Claremont 
from Baney Road to Smith Road.  It would entail tearing out the existing pavement and fix the drainage 
situation under the pavement, which will hopefully make it last longer in the future, and add new curbs in 
various places.  There again, even though it is hard for all of us to drive over those bumpy spots on Claremont, 
the reason we are doing that is because if we wait until next year, late fall 2021 through beginning of spring 
2022 is when we expect the project that includes Claremont to take place. 
 
Mayor Miller stated it is true we will not have a Memorial Day parade this year in the city of Ashland. Our area 
veteran’s organizations met earlier last month and made that decision.  However, that does not mean we 
won’t honor our deceased veterans on Memorial Day.  Starting at 10:45 am, the honor guard will be at the 
county office building where wreaths will be placed at the monument.  They will then march down to the 
Ashland Cemetery where they will continue a brief service, expected to be in the neighborhood of about 20 
minutes, and will feature a speaker and the gun salute.  The public is invited to attend: however, they would 
ask that folks perhaps remain in the car or stand just outside of their car if they choose to go into the 
cemetery and be there. If they don’t want to be there that morning, but would still like to see the service, you 
will be able to watch it on a variety of online sources. We will make sure the word gets out on exactly which 
ones, but it will be broadcast live online. 
Saturday evening at 4pm our Class of 2020, our seniors the graduating Class of 2020 will be in a parade that 
will begin at the Ashland High School. All of the graduating senior students will be gathering there. They have 
been given rules on what they must do to be in the parade, how they can decorate their cars and at that point 
the cars—at 4pm will leave Ashland High School travel down Katherine Avenue over to Morgan, turn down 
Morgan and out to Center Street, turn down Center Street and travel to downtown. They will then turn left 
and travel down Main Street through downtown, turn left again and travel up Claremont to Ashland 
University.  The reason the parade route is so long is so that we don’t have crowds gathering in big units at any 
one location. With a route that long, we should be able to allow grandparents and parents and friends to 
gather along that route. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the Rotary Club of Ashland has been working with the city and we have decided that 
we will move forward with our 4th of July fireworks. It’s going to look a little different that it has in the past. 
Unlike in the past, when we would gather in the stadium and the crowds would assemble, this time it is 
unlikely that the stadium will be open.  We will not feature a concert beforehand, but instead we will do our 
best to work with the pyro technicians to do a display that will be high and mighty in the sky. Between now 
and then, we are going to get our thoughts together on the best viewing places for the fireworks, but we will 
take a look at what we might be able to do in the Claremont Avenue area in the higher elevations.  If that 
means blocking off Claremont during that half hour or fifteen minutes, we may do that so people can safely 
assemble. 



 
Mayor Miller stated obviously car cruises have become a hit here in the city of Ashland and the community, 
but they do raise some concerns.  Several residents have been concerned about some traffic that has been 
backed up and not being able to get where they needed to go as quickly as they usually do.  There is another 
car cruise coming up this Saturday evening after the parade of the high school seniors.  This one has a focus on 
the Wounded Warriors, but we will be sitting down with the organizers of some of these cruises and figure out 
how we can best work together to make them safe and efficient. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we have been working with the Ashland Bike Project.  The Ashland Bike Project is a 
non-profit that has been established to encourage a youth program to go along with biking.  Obviously, you 
are seeing more and more cyclists out on the road.  They have talking with us about the possible construction 
of a bike pump track at one of our parks. Bike pump tracks are rolling courses that do to the physics of the 
design can keep the bike moving and is an exciting adventure for bikers. With our city parks director and the 
experts of this group, we have found a location at Brookside West between the golf course and the parking 
lot. It is also at the entrance to the mountain bike trail. It’s not a large piece of land they need, but we are 
going to partner with them to make this a reality.  They have been very fortunate to secure several donors 
that are donating significant money toward making this a reality and it should be a great addition.  It will be a 
novelty because not every city has one of these, but it will be a non-permanent structure.  If we should find 
out in years to come that biking is no longer a thing and people aren’t interested, it’s just a course made out of 
natural elements such as dirt and so on, it won’t commit us to anything that couldn’t be changed in the future. 
I think it will be a draw element for our park system because we will be the only one around that has one. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned the boomerangs. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the question is in reference to the National Boomerang Championship that was 
scheduled to be held in the month of June at Freer Field. The board of directors contacted us and asked if we 
could send them several dates in August when they would be able to use the field. Every weekend in August is 
open, but they have not gotten back to us. However, they are still intending to do it here this fall. 
 
Dr. Lawson asked about a Balloon Fly-Over. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this is in some ways the 30th Anniversary of BalloonFest. This year the BalloonFest 
committee has decided this year since they can’t have the big grand celebration they were hoping, they are 
going to have the 29th and a half BalloonFest this year.  It will not be true to tradition of the gathering on the 
field with all the vendors and all the food trailers and the balloon glow, but instead will feature on the 27th and 
28th of June a Balloon Fly-over. The balloons will not take off from one location nor will they land at one 
location, but as Ashlanders have become so accustomed to seeing that sky full of balloons during that 
weekend, if they weather cooperates, we should be able to see them again this year. 
 
 COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION-7:35p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins  5-19-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


