
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Municipal Building, Council Chambers 

The Meeting was called to order by council President, Steve Workman. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held June 16, 2020, be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
 
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No:  34-20 
A) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT WITH SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC FOR PRECONSTRUCTION STAGE 
DESIGN-BUILD SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED MAIN STREET PLAZA PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this particular item is one that we have waited a long time for. We have discussed for 
some time turning the vacant lot next to what will become Ohio Fire Pizza on Main Street into Main Street 
Plaza.  This is a project that we ultimately hope is a public-private partnership because we have been very 
fortunate, although their names have not been announced, to be able to partner with an area non-profit to 
the point of what looks like could be six figures to install Main Street Plaza. 
 
Mayor Miller stated for those that are hearing about Main Street Plaza for the first time, this would be a 
gathering area on the land that has been donated to the city by Matt Wurster that would feature at the north 
end a pergola covered stage and in the center a green courtyard and also, hopefully, an outdoor splash pad.  
The splash pad would not be on the size of what you experience at the Kroc Center, but it would be more an 



outdoor water feature that would be available for people to enjoy. Could little children splash around in it—
absolutely they could. What we are look at are jets of water that would shoot out of the ground then at night 
time could be lit and it would become a water feature. Also, in that area, we look to erect statues, perhaps 
bronze statues of animals—maybe lion, tiger and bear for young children to play on.  It is a project that is part 
of our targeted action plan that we have worked for the last two years and we are finally ready to begin the 
design phase.  With that said, we already have images of what we would like to create or perhaps this would 
actually be going the next step—very similar to what we are doing with the fire department—if you recall we 
are using the design-build delivery method for the new fire station.  That process involved putting out the 
request for proposals of qualification and in this case, we only heard from one firm and that was Simonson. 
Simonson is a good local firm and since they are the firm that is interested in doing the project and we did 
value their qualification that they submitted, of course, we recommended that we go along with Simonson 
and utilize Simonson for this project. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the first step is to now engage them to put the design on paper.  
 
Mayor Miller stated to give you the latest update, he and the city engineer met at that site this morning to put 
in some final thoughts on what the design should include.  What you have before you, of course, is just as the 
city council president has outlined, an ordinance that would authorize us to take the next step and that would 
be to hire Simonson Construction to assist with the pre-construction design-build portion of the project and 
the estimated cost is approximately $59,945. 
 
Mr. Miller stated that you mentioned the strategic planning. It would be interesting to go back and look at 
those, because a lot of us were involved with that two or three years ago and a lot of those things that we 
were envisioning are now becoming reality. This is just one of those pieces of the puzzle and it’s nice to see. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that what is great about this is if you recall on this particular site there was an old two or 
three story building that was actually condemned. The floors were falling in. It didn’t have running water and 
so on. We are very fortunate that Matt Wurster stepped in and bought the building from its previous owner as 
well as the buildings next to it and right away he made the decision to tear down the building, turn it into 
green space and to give it to the city so that we could repurpose it for public use.  That was no small 
investment on his part, and we are very thankful for the gift. So now it’s time to take it to the next step and 
that is to start redeveloping it.  To confess, over the last year and a half there have been numerous people ask 
when are you going to do that, but we have been so involved in other significant projects around the city in 
the targeted action plan that we are finally getting to this one. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he and the finance director made sure that the money was set aside to be able to do 
this early on this year so we know the funds are there. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that he personally feels that this will complete Main Street. It will be a focal point for the 
city. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it will not be like any other gathering space we have downtown and it will be on the 
other end opposite of Corner Park. It would be a great thing to have in place for this weekend’s car show, 
hopefully next year. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned how soon Simonson would be able to show council some designs. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the good news is when we went to them we already did some in-house drawings. 
They can build on that and we are expecting that it will be very quickly. To be honest with you and please do 



not hold me to this, but when we left the site today we were having a good conversation with Mr. Rader of 
Simonson that it would be great to have this project done before the fall.  
 
Mr. Workman stated that in driving by he noticed a rail along the side of the building for the pizza restaurant 
and wondered if that was for outdoor seating. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it is for outdoor seating and that will be a very wonderful spot when this Main Street 
Plaza is complete because then you will be able to sit out there. The concept of this and the goal was to create 
a space, where on a summer or fall day, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, you might see a mother or a father 
down there with their young kids, hopefully enjoying lunch or candy from the candy shop, sitting out there on 
one of the benches at Main Street Plaza with their children playing on the giant figures that are out there, and 
if the temperatures are right, maybe even splashing around in the water. Someone may say how fun is it to 
play around on the big bronze statues. Over and over again you hear these stories of parents taking their kids 
to Disney World or to an amusement park and they say to the kids, asking them on the way home, how did 
you like the park, and the thing they say is, we liked best the big animals that were at the hotel. So that is 
where that thought has come from and it is easy to maintain. 
 
Mr. Workman questioned at this point there’s no changing what we saw in the proposal. 
 
Mayor Miller stated no. However, there are some minor changes. For example, early on when we initially 
talked about it, we were talking about utilizing a serpentine brick wall.  It really put into prospective how big 
the space is after you saw the restaurant renovation complete.  It’s not a huge space and if we were to do a 
serpentine wall, which is a wavy wall, it would take up additional space, we judged about 8 to 10 feet into the 
plaza and I think we are going to go with a straight wall because it will still have the same aesthetic effect and 
create the unique little world for the gathering spot and will be less expensive and take up less space.  We are 
also asking Simonson to put together the splash-pad portion as an alternate. So that, if we should decide that 
it’s not an expense we want to invest in, we could definitely survive without it at that location. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: To discuss the Proposed 2021 Tax Budget for the City of Ashland 
  
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that it is that time of year again where we must begin the process of turning our attentions 
to another coming year. The first part of that process is to develop a tax budget.  It is a working document or a 
living and breathing document for the future.  It does not commit the city to appropriations for 2021. It’s the 
beginning of what we may estimate what our possible revenues would be and then what our possible 
expenditures would be for the coming year. 
 



Mr. Paxton stated what you have before you was completed about 5:30 this evening. I know Councilwoman 
Woodward and some others called me this morning and wanted to discuss it.  This is being created out of our 
current accounting system.  It’s not a spreadsheet, but it’s actually being generated by our accounting 
software that we today. It’s based off of our actual year-to-date numbers on both the revenue and 
expenditure sides, as well as it does project then an anticipated revenue and expense for the coming year.  In 
doing that, it’s been a unique year so far in looking at some of our revenue streams. We can’t be out of 
business or have a reduction in the economy for a period of time and not have it affect you. Sometime, even 
in a good year or a year where we’ve had circumstances beyond our control.  In doing that, what you have this 
evening is just a working document and it will be redefined over the next week and you will get a better 
defined document within a week’s time so that you can have plenty of time to review it before the next 
council meeting. The public hearing this evening and there will be another public hearing at the next council 
meeting and then we will ask you to adopt it at that time so that we can submit it to the county budget 
commission.   
 
Mr. Paxton stated some of the things that it does include all of the different types of funds and the operating 
departments of the city that we currently have.  Some of the things that have been taken into consideration in 
the email in our labor contracts, our labor is going to go up a little bit. So we’ve built those percentages into 
that operating cost for personnel and other.  It does not include anything more than what we appropriated for 
2020. In the other categories, we appropriated $2,000 for office supplies in the finance department for 2020; 
it uses that same dollar amount for the 2021 number at this point. This is also going to be submitted to the 
different directors and division heads so that they can review it and have input on it.  It’s not something that 
we just create all by ourselves and they can take a look at it and they may know of projects or work that they 
want to try to accomplish in the coming year.  So it’s important that they have some input in that.  Keep in 
mind that this is just the beginning of the next year.  
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the tax budget plays a very important process in the fact that it establishes when the 
city collects property tax or the county collects property tax on behalf of the city. They look toward the tax 
budget—does the city actually need the money that is being projected to be collected for property taxes. In 
doing that, it shows the need or the demand of the revenue streams that the city has or needs in order to 
operate.  Sometime those negative numbers are there on purpose in an effort to justify those property taxes.  
What many people don’t realize is that if you are very flush in cash, the county auditor has the ability to lower 
the property tax collection. It doesn’t happen very often. At the same time, it shows the need, the demand of 
the city to continue to operate. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated along with that the site will be emailed to you.  I’m not going to give you each a couple 
hundred page document each time we amend it. You will get an electronic version.  We were busy trying to 
get this this afternoon.  That is why you hadn’t received one thus far, but you will get one so that you can look 
it over and study it. Then if you have any questions, let us know and certainly we can discuss that with you. It 
will also be on the city’s website so our constituents can see it and they can follow this process as well. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated at the conclusion of the adoption of the tax budget, the County Budget Commission will 
send the city an estimated certificate of resources. That is the beginning of the 2021 appropriations.  Those 
numbers are what the county based on our tax budget they think the city will need to operate and the budget 
commission of the county, the city doesn’t stand alone by itself, it has to submit this budge to the budget 
commission.  They have to review.  We have to go before them as well and testify of our need and then the 
budget commission will adopt or change it as they see fit so that once that is done, we will receive a certificate 
of estimated resources for the beginning of the 2021 year.  After that, the real fun begins because then we 
start talking about appropriations for the coming year and the cash balances are always a part of that process 
because, as you all know, we buy things and we project projects and things that we require so our cash 



balances may fluctuate.  That has to be then submitted back to the budget commission and then we can begin 
appropriations for the coming year.  It’s just the beginning process. It is not complete in any way, shape or 
form. The document that you have in front of you has a lot of actual numbers that you receive every week. It 
has the appropriations in it for this year and then our possible projections. In doing that, it’s been a little more 
interesting maybe than in times past and looking at some of those things, we will get through it.  At this point, 
we will produce a tax budget that we can begin the year with. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we recognize that we are all just receiving this as Mr. Paxton stated and it’s very 
important for everyone to realize that any numbers that you see in this budget have not been reviewed by 
department heads or any of your local elected officials.  As the finance director stated, it was produced by the 
software used to keep track of the budget numbers for the City of Ashland.  The greatest value in this is it 
starts to give us a picture of what the finance director’s best estimate is of what revenues might be next year.  
We know that by the time we get to the point that we are coming into the appropriations process and getting 
down to December; you’ve seen first-hand that the numbers can change dramatically right up until the last 
minute.  Sometime the carry-over is much bigger than what we expected.  Maybe there is a windfall with a 
particular tax that a company paid to the city, etc. If you see something in here that causes you alarm, it is 
important to contact the finance director to discuss it, but know that nothing in this document is final. 
 
Mr. Workman stated to clarify for the benefit of all here, the timing of this process, this particular document, 
it’s just the beginning; and you need this much time between now and the actual appropriation process to 
begin.  That’s why we get this in July. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that actually we are a little behind times.  We should have been reviewing this at the 
previous council meeting.  We have had a couple of other issues like a state audit and other things that have 
consumed a bit more of our time than what we anticipated. In doing that, the city has applied for and received 
an extension of time, which is a normal process.  We will have the second public hearing next council meeting 
and then we go from there.  In the meantime If any of you see or would like more clarification on any of the 
numbers, please let us know and we will be more than happy to address that as best we can. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that his questions are very simple, and that is with the…you said you started with the 
2020 numbers that nothing has changed in the terms of revenue and expense. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that, currently, the revenue is locked in at the 2020 numbers. As you all know, we do not 
know what July 15th will bring us, so that is subject to change because of those circumstances beyond our 
control; but for right now, we’ve used the 2020 revenue streams in an effort to establish some kind of an idea.  
You really can’t look at just a bad year. You have to look beyond the bad year and look at historical data on 
how we have fared. There is a 2019 actual that is in this budget, and I believe we also used the 2018 actual. It 
may not show up on this form, but we went back two years and looked to see where we fell out at the end of 
the year on some things. A perfect example is the local government revenue sharing plan that comes from the 
state and some of it passes through the county. Some years, that was a little less than other years.  A perfect 
example is the COVID-19 funding that you all very graciously approved for us. Last week, we received 
$315,000 from the county, passed through from the state, from the federal government to the city to help us 
address the pandemic in how we have incurred some expenses.  That was based off of the local government 
fund.  In previous years, the local government fund only brought in about $279,000. We have to look at more 
than just a bad year. You have to look at circumstances into the future. Is the economy growing, are people 
still working? In talking to a friend today in southern Ohio, their withholding, their major employers fell down 
on them and they shut down for three months.  We didn’t experience that in Ashland, Ohio.  In doing that we 
are very, very fortunate that we have good employers that continued to make those withholding tax payments 



to us.  We fared a little better than others. We are trying to look at the bigger picture than just a few bad 
months. 
 
Mayor Miller stated to follow up on that and flipped through the budget document as he was answering all 
the expenses with the exception of the salary and benefits has been entered at the level they were entered for 
2020. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated and a first time looking at this is there a line five or is that a typo? 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that there is but that looks like a number issue. The funds are there. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  A.) Proposed Barbed Wire Fencing-1677 Claremont Avenue 
 
Testimony provided by- Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that according to the existing ordinances in the city of Ashland, specifically section 521.07, 
it is a section dealing with the rules governing the installation of fences.  In the city of Ashland you are not 
allowed to erect a barbed wire fence without the approval of city council.  There are multiple locations around 
the city, especially around businesses and so on, where barbed wire fence has been installed, but as stated 
according to the ordinance, the council and previous council have approved such installation.  What we have 
before us tonight is a request from the group out at Donley Ford on Claremont Avenue at the oil and lube 
building that was constructed there.  They are in the process of converting that building to a shop where they 
will restore vintage vehicles. These vehicles are extremely valuable. They are requesting that they be 
permitted to install a 7 foot tail chain link fence behind their building, out of public view, around the perimeter 
of 110 feet by 60 feet. Of course, they are asking for the permission to be able to have the barbed wire across 
the top.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that tonight if you should decide that this is something you are willing to consider based 
on the drawing of the site that was given to you, then next meeting we would bring before you a resolution 
authorizing for them to move forward. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if this needs to go to the zoning commission. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it does not. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if it was going to be back by their shop. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it will be immediately adjacent to their shop.  For example, in the drawing if you see 
where it says parking lot that would be Claremont Avenue side.  The building is where we see the existing tire-
lube center and then immediately behind it is where they would install the 7 foot fence. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if it would be barbed wire. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it is a 7 foot tall chain link fence with barbed wire on top. 
 
Mr. Valentine stated the only question that he has is that they ran into trouble a few years ago as to whether 
they have it tilted out, in, or straight up and down. 



Mayor Miller stated that the fence would be in their sight.  They would be the ones looking at because Donley 
service garage is behind this and it would be their employees and their customers that are looking at it.  Aber’s 
is immediately adjacent, but if you were to drive out to the site, it is even further back from the front display 
area of Aber’s. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that what we will do, the law director’s office will put together a resolution and at the 
next meeting then you can take an official vote. 
 
B)  Ashland University Rezoning Request-Set Public Hearing 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that yesterday at the Ashland Planning Commission meeting, Ashland University made a 

presentation requesting that the planning commission recommend to the city council the rezoning of 
land behind their athletic complex—the football field and track off of Broad Street.  Most of you are 
probably aware that, over the years, they have been acquiring properties on Moss Hill Drive and back 
in that area. At this point, they have acquired all of those properties.  They are now asking to rezone 
that area from residential to special use, which is what most of the university is.  All the other areas, as 
you can see on the map, are already zoned special use. That is why they are making the request.   

 
Mayor Miller stated tonight of course is not the hearing, but tonight is the opportunity for the city council to 

request a hearing. The issue is we have to give 30-days’ notice to set a public hearing on such a 
rezoning request and if this council should decide you want to hold a hearing the next official council 
meeting would be September 1, 2020. 

 
Mr. Miller questioned if the city was aware of the university having any plans upcoming. 
 
Mayor Miller stated yes.  Of course at that time the university will have personnel here to talk about that with 

you. They are eager to see this change completed because they do have plans. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that in August the council generally recesses for the entire month and are we holding up 

progress. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that is a great question. They would like to start making alterations to that area in the 

month of August, but if the council decides they want to have their hearing on September 1st, that it 
would be encouraged for council to make a decision after the hearing that night to decide what 
direction it would move fairly quickly because they do have projects that they are looking to pursue 

 
Ms. Woodward questioned if they were hoping to have those projects completed before the school year 

starts. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he did not believe they would be complete before school, but they would want to 

start moving the dirt. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we do have the option of setting the hearing during the month of August.  
 
Mr. Workman asked if there was anyone opposed to holding a special session in August. 
 



Dr. Lawson stated that he is an employee of the university so he would recuse himself in making any decision 
regarding this matter. 

 
Mayor Miller stated that the week of August 10th would be the meeting.  The meeting will be held August 11, 

2020 at 12 noon. 
 
C.) Advertising Permit-Bradon Parr-Southwestern Advantage 
 
Testimony provided by-Bradon Parr 
 
Mr. Parr stated that this is a really cool educational resources to help families at home, especially right now 

with how weird times are. Essentially what we have for older kids-third grade and above, we have 
these black books which essentially breakdown tons of different examples and problems, making it 
really easy and spelled out everyone. We actually have a tutor on our website to walk them through it 
and making it easy if you are at home and stuck on a problem or need some help studying. We have 
some early learning items –first words, some cool fun facts about different animals and hands-on 
projects. We have Bible books and it breaks down 180 different Bible stories and making it a little more 
kid friendly. We have some other items like cookbooks and a Biblical atlas with maps and pictures all 
the way from Adam and Eve to the rise and fall of the Roman Empire. It shows how Biblical events kind 
of changed today’s geography. There is ACT prep.  

 
Mayor Miller stated that one of the reasons why the group wanted to meet you was because often times 

when we requests to solicit door-to-door, folks will submit what they actually plan to drop off at each 
door because a lot of folks aren’t home. With your request, we do see that you paid the permit fee, as 
everyone is required to do, and the only item you have shown is your business card. Is that correct, if 
someone is not home, you will leave your business card? Otherwise you don’t have something to hang 
on their doors or so on?  

 
Mr. Parr stated yes. 
 
Mayor Miller stated there is nothing wrong with that, but that is where we wanted clarity, because a lot of 

folks will do door hangers or they will put literature in plastic bags and technically you are to submit a 
sample. People were curious as to what you might be leaving at people’s doorsteps.  

 
Mr. Miller questioned if the target group is first through fifth grade. 
 
Mr. Parr stated it would be high school seniors down to two year olds. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned other than door-to-door is there any other way that you get your message out. 
 
Mr. Parr stated on his Facebook page and he takes pictures of people you made a purchase and posts those 

there. 
 
Mr. Parr stated that the company has been around since the Civil War selling Bibles door-to-door. 
 
Mayor Miller questioned if Mr. Parr was from Ashland. 
 
Mr. Parr stated that he is from Nebraska and his graduating class was 18. 
 



Mr. Workman questioned what brought Mr. Parr to Ashland. 
 
Mr. Parr stated that it was this internship. He was selected and goes to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 

studying to be a mechanical engineer. 
 
Mr. Valentine questioned if a badge from the city was given to those who apply for a permit. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he does not believe a badge is given. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated there are some parts of the city that are posted No Soliciting. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to approve the permit  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:  Mr. Paxton stated that most recently you all have received the report from the State 
Auditor’s office regarding the city’s 2019 audit. There were no issues as far as the audit was concerned. There 
were a couple of items that brought forward with some security issues with the IT department, which they 
were handled during the audit. It is part of the process that you hold a post-audit conference with the auditors 
or you can elect not to have the conference with the auditors.  A paper needs to be signed by both the Mayor 
and Finance Director and the President of Council either to have it or not.  At this point, it was an extremely 
clean audit and it would be recommended that a conference is required because there were no findings. 
There was nothing in there that gave them any heartburn or that needed to be addressed. The letter did say 
that those were issues that had to be corrected with the security of passwords and things were taken care of, 
but it is entirely up to you folks whether you want to have a conference with the auditors or not and you are 
most welcome to have that, but it is something that you need to give the Mayor, Council President and myself 
some direction on how you want to proceed. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that an example of an IT concern is that they found Councilman Al Farnam’s email address 
and passwords were still in existence. Just to give you a nature that it was nothing earth shattering. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that another item is that the Director of the Ohio EPA issued a Do Not Disconnect and 
Reconnect all utility service connections of any municipal water district in Ohio.  In doing that, what that 
means is that if a person could not pay their utility bill, the city could not disconnect that service and was 
required to continue provide municipal water and services to those residents. Mayor and I also received a 
letter dated June 12 saying that the Director of the Ohio EPA had rescinded that as of July 22, 2020. With that, 
we have been putting messages on our utility bills that if our customers are past due on their accounts to 
please contact our offices to make arrangements so that we can work those folks that have fallen behind to 
get their utility bills caught up. However, in August, we will begin to turn those people off. It’s not cold-
hearted when we reach out to them. We do not just go out and turn the water off without trying to 
communicate with those people first. There was a message on the utility bills in July to say that this is coming 
and please contact our office to make arrangements.  We want to work with anybody who is behind on their 
utilities. We will work with payments to establish some kind of a way to work with those individuals. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that July 15th is coming. The municipal income tax is due on July 15th at 4p.m. anything 
postmarked after that date, will be considered late and there will be a penalty assessed to that.  The office is 
open—we have limited staff and windows for its service, but we are open and working with our clients and 
constituents to get their taxes filed.  The city does not make money by taking people to court.  You are tying 
up all that time and effort. It is much better if we just file the taxes—we work with people, just as stated about 
the utility payments, we will work with them on their income tax as well, but they have to work with us. 



Audience member questioned that in the past the income tax office prepared returns there and is that still 
being done? 
 
Mr. Paxton stated yes.  As a part of the service of the income tax division, we have instituted years ago that if 
you bring your W-2’s to our office, we will assist you, and will not charge you.  That is part of the free service 
that we do provide. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Mr. Miller stated  that a person asked who they call if they have a water main break 

for after hours or weekends and that is on the back of your water bill.   
             Just an appeal to be good neighbors and cut your lawn and keep your weeds down. This is the time 

when we receive a lot of high grass complaints. The city does not go out. If they get a complaint, they 
go out and if the grass is not at least 12 inches tall they won’t send out a notice. If it is over 12 inches, 
then they will send a notice to the owner, if it’s a rental they will notify the renter and the owner, and 
let them know that they need to get that taken care of. 

 
Ms. Woodward stated that she has received numerous phone calls regarding high speed on our inner city 

streets and would like to encourage everyone to obey the speed limit. We have a lot of children out 
playing and running across the roads. The police department was great to get on that immediately 
when called to monitor some of the streets so they are aware of the streets where people are traveling 
to fast. 

 
Dr. Lawson stated that he has not been getting phone calls.  A special thanks to the Rotary and all the people 

who donated to the Rotary for our fireworks.  It was a great, spectacular fireworks display. It’s exciting 
to see that we have rescheduled the balloon fly over now so let’s pray for good weather so we can 
have that balloon fly over too. Great and exciting things continue to happen in the city of Ashland and 
we are thrilled about that, but the pandemic has not ended just because it’s summer, so please 
continue to take precautions. 

  
Mr. Workman stated that he wanted to thank Pastor Dan Allen for providing such a meaningful invocation before our 
meeting. With that, despite what is happening across the country today, there are many, many good things happening in 
Ashland. We are proud of our community and people that live here.  Thank you all. 
 

MAYORS COMMENTS: Mayor Miller stated that he would just like to echo all the things to all those that 
contributed to the fireworks celebration including all the help that our local firefighters and police officers 
gave us during that time.  This was a new way to celebrate the 4th of July, because people weren’t allowed in 
the stadium like they have been in the past, but people still attended and they did spread out to honor the 
social distancing guidelines. Of course, people stuck close to their groups and to their family, but the groups 
themselves were well spread out throughout the city. I heard from some folks to say they sat at home and 
they couldn’t see the fireworks above the trees. I apologize that you couldn’t see the fireworks above the 
trees. They were, believe it or not, higher than usual, but it doesn’t mean that you couldn’t find a spot where 
you might not be able to see them. So, hopefully, next year we can see fireworks all around the city. 
 
Mayor Miller stated also the water storage tank is now complete.  There is one checklist item that we are 
awaiting at this moment, but we will make payment to the company. They really did do a great job. We are 
very pleased with the entire project. They were very understanding all along in the process of restoring that 
tank. The good news is it appears as though there will be enough funding available now to at least complete 
the exterior of the hydro-pillar out at the fairgrounds. So soon you will see that old pale green water tank that 
towers over Claremont Avenue and Baney Road become the same blue.  There is a rhyme and reason to that 



blue—that blue is the color of the street signs, if you haven’t noticed, and it too will feature the white logo 
representing the city of Ashland. 
 
Mayor Miller stated speaking of clean-up projects—Fourth Street—this morning they were busy cleaning off 
Fourth Street. Now, don’t get too excited because that does not mean we are going to open it up this 
weekend, but what that does mean is we are one step closer to reopening it as a two-way street. The good 
news is our summer pavement program bids came and they came in less than what was anticipated so we will 
have Fourth Street, most likely the section between Orange Street and Union Street, where the Pump House 
clean up activity was really concentrated resurfaced before we resize it to a two-way street. We are hoping by 
the end of this week, you will see the signage that goes up 30 days in advance to let everyone know that there 
is going to be a traffic pattern change in that area.  For those that are hearing this and immediately having 
questions—what are you going to do about the lights.  Right now, the lights will stay the way they are in the 
way they control traffic. By that, in particular, the light at Union and Fourth Streets will continue to be a 
flashing yellow light on Union to facilitate easy movement of traffic up and down Union and it will remain red 
on Fourth Street.  So traffic traveling up and down Fourth Street will still stop at Union Street and look both 
ways and decide when it’s safe to enter the intersection.  As more activity develops in that area, hopefully as 
we get more mixed used properties built in that area, maybe that will change—maybe there will be a full-
fledged stop light, but at this point, it should remain the same signalization that everyone has become 
accustom to.  
 
Mayor Miller stated also you referenced the grass. We are getting a lot of complaints about people’s grass 
being tall and that was a wonderful description of the process if someone makes a complaint about someone’s 
grass.  We send our inspectors out; they measure it; and as Councilmember Miller said if it is 12 inches or 
more they are then sent a citation and given seven days to remedy the situation to mow the grass.  If it 
doesn’t happen within that time, the city will hire someone to go out and mow that grass, but you are billed 
for it.  It would go on your tax bill. So, it’s best to avoid that. 
 
Mayor Miller stated also that he wanted to say a special thank you to all of the folks who truly are trying to see 
that our city is cleaned up.  We’ve already talked about the fact that we have cleaned up about eight 
properties throughout the city that were dilapidated and vacant and all grown up. One by one we are trying to 
chisel away on the list. We are getting so many leads on properties that are in that condition around the city. 
Some folks are calling us in less than seven days wondering why it hasn’t been dealt with. You have to 
understand that when you are dealing with people’s private property, even though it might be a terrible 
eyesore, and even uninhabited, there are a lot of steps to go through before the city can actually act on that 
property-meaning we have to figure out if the taxes are paid up from the county; we have to figure out 
whether or not it has been through the foreclosure process. Many of these properties that are in this type of 
condition have a very, very messy history. We have properties here in the city where the owners have died.  
There is not family; there is no anything.  It’s just sitting there and no one has taken any action on it for years 
and we’re trying to work with the law director’s office to figure out how you deal with those. It was something 
to share with you tonight because we really do appreciate that everyone is trying to give us information about 
which properties need cleaned up, but I’m sorry we don’t always get them cleaned up as quickly as you think 
you would like to see them. 
 
Mayor Miller stated finally, on a high note, we keep coming back to this—The Boomerang Championship.  The 
Boomerang Championship is back on for August 7th and 8th.  This week we hosted the tournament director at 
Freer Field and she is busy coordinating all the activities and has already made arrangements at the hotels for 
the throwers that will come with their teams. To give you some highlights, this is a very interesting contest. On 
Friday, they will feature the long distance throwing portion of the contest. The tournament director said if you 
really want to see something wonderful, you need to come on Saturday, because Saturday 9 to 5 they will 



have all sorts of contests where the throwers do tricks and catch the boomerangs in all sorts of different ways 
and they are even planning on giving everyone an instructional course and a chance to try and throw the 
boomerang themselves. More details will be coming, but August 7th and 8th should be a unique experience for 
all of us in Ashland.  The United States Boomerang Championship—twenty-five to thirty throwers expected 
and of course they will be the best throwers in the country.  It is a free event and food trucks are being worked 
on for the event.  If all goes as planned, ESPN-3 will broadcast the championship on their station.  Because 
there had been a change in the original date, ESPN is still trying to make arrangements to broadcast in August. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that that was the conclusion of his comments, but would like to ask if the council would 
consider entering into executive session to discuss the property acquisition that was previously discussed. 
   
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Erin Schaefer 
Ms. Schaefer stated that she’s here today as a 23-year member of this community and moved to Ashland after 
graduate school having first come to know of it during college years when being a camp counselor at Camp 
Mowana. Ms. Schaefer stated that she moved to Ashland to be the youth director at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in 1997 and have been in Ashland ever since.  
Ms. Schaefer stated that throughout her years here she has worked with marginalized people and groups in 
our community. Even in some place special, there are those who do not feel connected, supported and 
accepted.  At times, she has heard people tell her what a great and idyllic town Ashland is. How safe and 
isolated and how it can feel like we live in a bubble. However, this is not the case for all and knew it when kids 
of low income could not participate in activities at school; and knew when being the director at Ashland 
Parenting Plus and heard stories of physical and sexual abuse, drug addiction and sexual assault; and know it 
when seeing confederate flags flying on the back of pick-up trucks, on t-shirts, and on license plates.  
Ms. Schaefer stated that for over 30 days people have been protesting at the intersection of Main Street and 
Claremont Avenue to bring awareness regarding racism and systemic oppression, sometimes, twice a day. 
These protests have been peaceful, with people holding signs, wearing masks, and maintaining social 
distancing guidelines; and have personally participated at least twice a week since they began.  Each time, 
when there, our group gets flipped off, screamed at, cussed at, told to get a job-even though we have jobs-and 
we have even had people yell white power at us multiple times.  Yet even with this hostility, the group 
remains calm, peaceful and steadfast in its mission.  
Ms. Schaefer stated that she has been disappointed to hear responses to our group from others in our 
community. There have been denials that racism is even a problem here. Please refer to my previous 
comment about white power being yelled to us and that happened twice in one day last week.  
Ms. Schaefer stated that she heard systemic oppression does not exist and has seen comments about our 
group being paid protesters from out of town or that we are Antifa. Be assured that the people  
who are protesting are known to me and they are local. They are varied.  There are many of us and they are 
different people all the time. Ms. Schaefer if we are being paid, personally-she must not have filled out the 
right paperwork because she has not received anything. Personally she has been disparaged on social media 
for being dramatic and exaggerating things that happened to us, which then later came out on video. 
Regardless of all of these things, the group continues its mission. 
Ms. Schaefer stated what disappoints her more is the lack of response from this body. No one from council, 
not even the mayor, has even come down to the corner to say hello. We saw where the mayor went to the 
police rally and support that and am glad you went to the rally, because this group is not anti-police, and that 
has been heard said multiple times and that is not the case. This group is not against the police. This group is 
against police brutality and is against racism that occurs. 
Ms. Schaefer stated that what saddens her is that people can attend that rally, but yet, you can’t walk one 
block down the street; and am not asking you to hold a sign—but are just asking you to have a conversation. If 
we can’t even discuss racism in our community how will we ever address it?  Many have said it’s not an issue 
here, but have to ask why does Ashland have a population that’s almost 97% white?  Why are we not 



reflective of the larger US population? Why do other ethnic groups not want to live here? If they did want to 
live here and they started moving in, what would be the reaction of Ashland residents?  These are the 
questions Ashland must wrestle with if it truly wants to say it doesn’t have a problem with racism. 
Ms. Schaefer stated at the police rally Mayor Matt spoke of God in relation to our great country. Thus, it 
reminded me of something Pastor Mitchell used to always say, to what is God calling us. Jesus tells us prior to 
the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke chapter 10, versus 26-27; When asked by a teacher of the law, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus asked him what is written in the law and the teacher replied, love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your strength and with all your mind and love 
your neighbor as yourself. You see Jesus makes it that simple for us. We must love God and in order to do that 
we must love our neighbor.   
Ms. Schaefer stated that what she has seen over the last few weeks is that in Ashland we are comfortable 
loving the neighbor we like. We are comfortable loving neighbors who are like us; neighbors who think like us. 
We are really good at that.  That is what people would tell me, Ashland is a great town.  It’s so safe and 
isolated.  It sure is; if you are one of the people who are liked, and you fit the Ashland mold. 
Ms. Schaefer stated so another Bible verse.  Recently, due to COVID, my family and I have been watching a 
church from down in Cincinnati—a friend of ours who worked at Camp Mowana is a pastor down in Cincinnati. 
One of the pastors there had shared the scripture of the disciples who were out fishing and then Jesus, from 
the story of John 21—Jesus appears to the disciples after he has been raised from the dead. The disciples are 
fishing, but they have not caught any fish.  Jesus approaches the edge of the shore and calls out to them 
asking if they have caught anything. They say no.  Jesus tells them to cast their net on the other side of the 
boat; to fish from the other side.  As this pastor shared, Jesus was telling the disciples to go beyond what they 
knew and to spread the good news to others—to get out of their comfort zone—to fish from the other side. 
My fellow Ashlanders, I am asking you to fish from the other side of the boat.  It is easy to go to the places 
where you know people like a big police rally. It is easy to go to the places where people are similar; where 
they think the same; where they have the same views; where they support what you do; but people on the 
corner are no less a part of Ashland. People on the corner are no less important. They do not have any less 
value, and God does not call us to remain comfortable.  If He did, I guarantee you I would not be standing on a 
corner of Main Street and Claremont Avenue in 90 degree heat. God calls us to be uncomfortable.  God calls 
us to reach out to those who are hurting. God calls us to help those who are in need.  God expects Ashland to 
do that. Please Ashland City Council fish from the other side of the boat and find out what other people in this 
community, not even just those on the corner, need. Find out why Ashland isn’t someplace special for them. 
 
Lisa Shafer-Ms. Shafer stated that she is an Ashland native and is spending the summer in Ashland and hopes 
to return to Ashland. Ms. Shafer stated that she is so pleased with the way Ashland has changed in terms of its 
beauty of the flowers, of the brewery, of the theater. It’s really looking great. However, but am very 
concerned of an ugliness that we are not acknowledging. That ugliness is very apparent if you stand on that 
corner and you listen and have heard vicious things said to us. It is understandable if you don’t agree with 
everything that we believe in, but the attacks…it is horrible and think of the mayor talking about envisioning 
this wonderful moment when a mother and her children will get to enjoy the plaza that is going to be created 
and that sounds great, but personally witnessed a really, really deeply disturbing experience between a 
mother and her child on the corner protesting. That is when a man stopped, and it’s believed he was an 
Ashland resident, stopped and said…; I can’t even repeat it, because it is so horrible, but he hated her and he 
hated her for her race, and you can imagine the word he used—not your race. He used other profanities as 
she sat there peacefully, stoically, with a little tear running down her eye.  
Ms. Shafer stated that she watched that and watched her mother come over and hug her, talk to her, and her 
mother praying with her for that man. That girl deserves your attention.  It’s not okay to say racism doesn’t 
exist in Ashland. It’s not okay to only focus on the beautiful parts of Ashland. We need to dig deeper into our 
souls. We need to dig deeper into making, as Erin said, every Ashlander feel special.  Thank you very much and 



hope to really dialogue with you and not just say—they’re gone.  We don’t want to be out on that corner, we 
want a dialogue. We want change. Please help us. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive 
Session to discuss the acquisition of property                8:27p.m. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Executive Session to Regular Session  
            9:12p.m. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Regular Session        9:13p.m. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 7-7-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


