
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, July 21, 2020 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Municipal Building, Council Chambers 

The Meeting was called to order by council President, Steve Workman. 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held July 7, 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 

 
LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 35-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT MODIFICATION FOR THE 2020 STREET RESURFACING PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, 
OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated as the council knows, several meetings ago this body approved a contract to enter in with 
Kokosing Construction to complete our summer paving program. At that time, we estimated that our summer 
paving program, the portion that Kokosing would conduct, would be about $510,000.  Their bid actually came 
in at $448,000. So there was a little bit of wiggle room there. Because we had that room, we were able to not 
only add the alternates that we had proposed, Carriage Hill Court and Blossom Lane.  Now, tonight we are 
able to come back to you for our contract modification to add two more streets.  Those would be 4th Street 
and Edgehill. Why can we come back to do this right now, because we were very conservative in the amount 
of money we thought we have available at this time as we started our construction season. In turned out 
there was more money in the fund. We have collected more income tax for street repairs than we expected, 
so we can now add additional streets. We are proposing adding Edgehill and E. 4th Street.  Edgehill has had 
many cuts recently with utility repairs and so on and if you drive it is in pretty rough shape. 4th Street, of 
course, this would be the street that is where we are in the process of tearing down The Pumphouse 



manufacturing facility. If you were to take a look at that particular section between Orange Street and Union 
Street, it is in rough shape.  It’s all torn up and of course there has been allot of activity on that street with 
heavy equipment, debris and so on. The reason we want to do that one right now is because we feel it is 
wisest to do it now before we turn it to a two-way street because turning that street into a two way street will 
involve striping and there is no sense in putting down all the new striping and then having to tear it right back 
up to install the new asphalt or pave over it.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that right now you have before you an ordinance that is asking you to adopt this contract 
modification. This contract modification is estimated to be $105,027 and again it would be a contract 
modification for the existing contract with Kokosing Construction. The two streets that would be added would 
be Edgehill, from Hillcrest to Markley, and 4th Street, from Orange Street to Miller. 
 
Mr. Miller the two-portion of 4th Street. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it was not the full two-way portion. We were going to talk about that later, but this 
might be a good time.   Many folks might have seen that the signs have gone up alerting people that the traffic 
pattern will change, hopefully, on August 7th. On August 7th, if all goes as planned, we will expect to turn 4th 
Street, which is now a one-way street into a two-way street, and that two-way street will extend from the top 
of the street up by Cottage Street all the way down past Union and down to Miller Street past the Ashland 
Christian Health Center. That full street will become two-way, but the portion that needs resurfaced is 
between Orange Street and Union Street.  Not all of the street needs resurfaced at this time. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if it will all be two-way on August 7th. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that is the goal.  If you look through this contract modification, Kokosing has told us that 
they would be able to tackle this street first and they think they could be there August 4th. So we are hoping 
that it could be done so when it reopens, it’s a two-way street, striped appropriately. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this is a good news ordinance because it shows that we have more money in that 
fund than we anticipated and the bids came in lower than what we anticipated as well, and that is what has 
given us the opportunity to add four more streets. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Mayor Miller stated that just as a reminder that this construction season, this summer paving season, the city 
of Ashland will spend more money on new pavement than we probably ever have in the city’s history. It is 
estimated with this change, we will be spending somewhere in the neighborhood of $2.75 million on new 
pavement in the city of Ashland. 
 
 
 



ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 36-20 
B.) AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN ENTERPRISE ZONE TAX INCENTIVE APPLICATION FOR MLH LEASING, LLC 
AND SCHOONOVER INDUSTRIES, INC. WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO. 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 
the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that what you have before you tonight is an application for an Enterprise Zone agreement 
for what is known as Schoonover Industries here in the city of Ashland. The agreement is actually for both 
MLH Leasing, LLC and Schoonover Industries, because, of course, the real estate is also owned by another 
entity other than the company that’s operating at that location.  This particular Enterprise Zone agreement, of 
course, concerns Schoonover Industries. Schoonover Industries was started in 1983. It was actually started on 
a small working farm by Robert Schoonover. Robert left the company in good hands.  In 1986, the company 
incorporated and became Schoonover Industries as we know it today.  At that time, they also moved into the 
city of Ashland and originally they were located in a building on Clark Avenue, but they outgrew it in now time 
and that’s when they decided to move Simonton Road into the facility that they occupy at this time.  
 
Mayor Miller stated since they have been at the location they have expanded several times over the years, but 
now it’s time for them to grow once again. Schoonover Industries is a metal fabricator. They specialize in 
cutting, punching, forming, welding and machines, as well as engineering and they are doing very well.  Mike 
Hauenstein is the president and they have been very pleased with the growth they have experienced even 
during these uncertain times.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that this particular Enterprise Zone that is in front of you tonight, this application they 
would like to request a 10 year, 75% reduction of the improvements to their property. They anticipate adding 
a 9,650 sq. ft. addition. They expect to invest $1.25 million in the expansion and that would also include 
machinery and equipment that would go in this space. Currently, although they started with just one 
employee, they are at 26 employees, they will agree to retain those 26 jobs and hope to add more in the 
coming years. Their estimated annual payroll is approximately $1.2 million, so they are a very important 
corporate citizen here in this community.  In addition, Schoonover Industries has been very involved in the 
community over and above the business that they do here. Whether it has been United Way or any of our 
non-profit activities, Schoonover Industries usually has a role. It might be worth pointing out Schoonover 
Industries is also the one who manufactured our “A’s” at the entryways to our city. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned that this does not require notification to the Board of Education. 
 
Mayor Miller stated absolutely and that is a good question, because it is a ten year incentive and at the level 
of 75%, it is not required to be approved by the school board; although, the school board and the career 
center did receive notification of the request approximately two weeks before today.  Also after this body 
acts, if you should approve this Enterprise Zone application, it will then go before the county commissioners 
for approval as well. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if we know in the past if they have received tax abatements in their previous projects. 
 



Mayor Miller stated that he did not know off the top of his head if they had and actually he didn’t believe that 
they had. 
 
Mayor Miller stated another locally grown company with a very solid commitment to this city. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the project will being August 2020. As you recall, we actually have been talking to this 
particular company about a parcel of land that the city owns and in previous executive sessions we had talked 
with them and ultimately they decided that they can fit the expansion that they need on their existing 
footprint. That is why I wasn’t certain what their start date was. The one thing to point out to everyone is, 
when we talk about economic development here in the city of Ashland and we take a look at what our 
strategy is with Ashland Area Economic Development organization-Grow Ashland that is our county economic 
development arm.  Part of our strategy, if not one of the most important parts of our strategy is business 
retention and expansion. That is why agreements like this are so meaningful because this is another one of our 
local companies that have already shown a commitment to this community that are growing further here in 
the city of Ashland and we all benefit.  
 
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 37-20 
E.)AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE TAX BUDGET OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2021; SUBMITTING THE SAME TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Testimony provided by- 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
 



 
 
 
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 38-20 
C.) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA AGREEMENTS AND 
ENTERPRISE ZONE AGREEMENT, RELATING TO A CLERICAL ERROR PERTAINING TO THE LISTED  STARTING 
AND ENDING DATES OF THE AGREEMENTS. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it is appropriate to give credit where credit is due.  Cameo Carey, who probably is at 
her wedding reception in Tennessee—Cameo was recently hired last year to oversee our Economic 
Development office. One of Cameo’s strengths is going through all of the details of all our agreements and all 
of our budgets.  One of the items that she discovered on her own was that starting back in July of 2015, when 
Enterprise Zone agreements were put together her for the county and the city or Community Reinvestment 
Act agreements were put together, there was a clerical error in the section that outlines the dates that applied 
to the length of their agreement.  For example, this particular Enterprise Zone agreement states John Q’s 
Enterprise Zone agreement, the language in each of the agreements reads—No exemption shall commence 
after January 1, 2018 nor extend beyond December 31, 2028.  These are ten year agreements, but technically 
that is supposed to say---nor extend beyond December 31, 2027.  That would be a complete 10-year cycle. We 
are sure that past staff and with all the changes in staff and so on, someone wrote it that way and the next 
person just copied what they put in the agreement, but Cameo did discover this. There are ten agreements 
throughout that period from July of 2015 to December of 2019 that had misstated the dates the agreement 
was in effect. Every one of these entities that have received this agreement and they are listed, they each 
have been contacted and they understand the change, but they all still receive their incentive, this is just a 
bookkeeping error that because when the council approved those agreements, it is in our ordinance, this 
language, the only way technically to change it is for you to pass a new ordinance to change it. That is why we 
are asking for you to do this tonight. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 39-20 
D.)AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATES FOR THE  FOLLOWING 
ATTACHED EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 



Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 
the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that from time to time the city incurs expenditures unfortunately purchase orders are not 
created before the expense is incurred and the invoice is created. In doing that, this year it has been a little 
less than what it has in the past times, but occasionally we will run across that.  These are operating expenses 
that the city did anticipate incurring this year.  Unfortunately, because of changing the staff or whatever that 
does happen periodically and in doing it exceed the $3,000 threshold. Therefore, it is in front of you tonight 
for consideration and approval. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Workman that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolution No: 7-20 
A.) A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION OF BARBED WIRE FENCING WITHING THE CITY OF 
ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Resolutions 
as the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that according to our city regulations you are not permitted to install barbed fence within 
the city limits unless you have prior approval from the city council.   
 
Mayor Miller stated that we recently had a request from D&F Investments and to better define who D&F is if 
you are familiar with the oil and tire center that was built on the property owned by Donley Ford on 
Claremont Avenue.  They are in the process of transitioning that building into a location where they are going 
to refurbish fine automobiles. They came and asked if they would be able to install barbed wire on the top of a 
chain-link fence behind their building.  We brought it to you at the last council meeting. They have included a 
map of where it will be located. At the last council meeting, the council expressed that you would be willing to 
support this request and this is what this resolution is doing—formalizing that request.  As we mentioned at 
the last meeting, this will be behind their building. There was some discussion of which way the barbed wire 
should lean.  The barbed wire is traditionally leaning out so that folks can’t climb over it easily and that’s what 
would be at this site. 
 



There were no more questions 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Resolution be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson  
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: To discuss Proposed 2021 Tax Budget for the City of Ashland   7:15p.m. 
  
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the 2021 Tax Budget for the city of Ashland.  We have met with the requirement of 
advertising it in the newspaper, as well as providing a copy of it to each of you.  The first copy was a working 
document.  The second one is a little more defined; not much change between the two actually, but in an 
effort to define it just a little bit, we checked some things while we did do that.  With that, it includes all of the 
operating budgets in the city of Ashland for 2020 as we know it today.  We can always apply for capital 
improvement grant or project that would require an addition to what we have this evening, but it has all the 
operating divisions of the city in it.  At this point, the process is that this tax budget is the beginning of the 
2021 appropriations.  How this comes about is this body has to enact a tax budget based off of estimates that 
we know as of six months before the beginning of the year actually.  In doing that, we take the anticipated 
revenues historical factors that we feasibly know that will affect us in 2021 and then start accumulating those 
numbers into this tax budget.  It is far from complete. This is only the beginning of the 2021 appropriations. 
Once it is approved, it is then forwarded on to the county budget commission.  Those members include the 
auditor and treasurer and a representative from the prosecuting attorney’s office.  They will review it and 
there will be another hearing held by the county and we may have to explain or go into a little more detail of 
the tax budget to them.  From that point, they will adopt it and then send back to us a certificate or a 
certificate of amended resources which is the beginning numbers based off of this budget that the county and 
the city agree upon that these are the numbers that we think that we will operate under in 2021.  Again, there 
are a lot of other things that go into play between now and the end of the year.  Another item is as soon as we 
close the books on 2020, we will then submit our year-end cash balances to that same budget commission.  
From that point they will look at the tax budget, they will look at the cash balances and then they will send us 
another certificate that says these are the numbers that you need to work within. That usually is reasonable 
based off of what we’ve anticipated here plus what cash balances we have at the end of the year. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated those also can be changed, because if we anticipate or let’s say that we believe we will be 
successful in receiving another grant for a capital project or something like that, those numbers also can be 
amended before the annual appropriations so that this is only the beginning. There are many more changes to 
come between now and until we get to an actual annual appropriations for 2021 
Mr. Paxton stated that some of the things that make up this, there are 65 operating funds within the tax 
budget this evening. There is only one general fund, but it has 18 different operating sub-divisions within it. 
There are 33 special revenue funds; 2 debt retirement funds; 17 capital improvements funds, which should 
probably give you some indication to how busy we have been in the last year or two with all of those different 
projects that we have been working on; 2 internal service funds; and 6 fiduciary funds. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated within that the total operating budget for the estimated 2021 tax budget is $60,747,268.41. 
That is the overall operational cost of this tax budget.  Personal services make up about 35% of that number 



and they equate to about $21,240,968 and that includes payrolls, taxes, pensions and hospitalization and 
other costs that are attributed to employing our workers. The remaining $39,506.299 is equated to the 
operating costs like things that we buy to stay in operation, materials and other things.  
 
Mr. Paxton stated with that the tax budget we have calculated reusing the $15,000,000 income tax collection, 
which is in 2020 we had budgeted $15,100,000.  We believe based on where we are today, which we do not 
know until we get all of July 15th’s numbers in at this point, with the withholding staying as strong as it is, we 
believe we have a pretty good chance of hitting that target.  We are reducing it a little bit by $100,000 because 
we do not, the second quarter of 2020 was not the greatest thing to write home about. In doing that, we are 
anticipating a little less in tax budget, but that is an unknown at this point. We are trying to project a positive 
that things are going to turn around and our economy suffered some impact and hopefully the third we will 
see some things change there and hopefully the fourth quarter will follow suit. For this budget, we are using a 
$15,000,000 income tax allocation. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated from there we look at the Enterprise funds which is the other big ticket revenue line. This 
revenue will unfortunately stay a little more flat. They will do okay, but they need a little work.  We’ve had 
some utility bills that have not been paid for a while and so we are going to start working on that and we have 
been working on that and in doing that those revenues will remain flat.  On the expenditure side of the tax 
budget, we did figure a 3% operating increase on personnel because the contracts were settled and most 
recently in the last year or so.  We did calculate a 3% increase in personnel costs.  All of the other remaining 
operating costs remain at the 2020 level at this point.  We are trying to keep those operating costs as flat as 
possible knowing full well that our personnel costs will go up slightly. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated today the city has 242 full-time employees and have a capital improvements is about 
$5,000,000 in this tax budget.  Again this is the beginning of the process; it is far from the end.  This is only the 
beginning of the process to get to the end of the year and then the appropriations will be thereafter. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned if there were 242 full-time employees. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the city has no part-time employees.  We do contract for some labor with some other 
agencies, but we have no part-time, except for a few part-time crossing guards. 
 
Mr. Workman questioned if Mr. Paxton has seen the county come back with adjustments that caught him by 
surprise. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that earlier this year the county did suggest that some of our revenue stream would be 
downsized a little based off of the second quarter of 2020, but have not heard any changes from the county 
auditor at this point but believe that they will scrutinize this a little closer this time than what they have in 
times past.  At the same time, again this is an estimate.  Until we get to the year end and cash balances, that is 
probably when, if there are any changes to be done, that will probably happen at that time. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
 
Testimony provided by-  
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:-Larry Paxton. 



Mr. Paxton stated that at the last meeting it was mentioned that the state concluded its audit and there were 
no findings.  Accountants get excited when audits get done. This evening, as well, you were presented a copy 
of the most recent credit limits on the credit cards.  This is a little different than the previous report that Mrs. 
Yarman had presented to you—credit line and credit limit.  There begin an issue with that line of credit and we 
no longer have that line of credit at our request, not theirs. These are the lines of credit that we have. The 
Huntington card there is a $5,000 line of credit for each of the cards.  The Walmart card only has a $2,000 limit 
and then the Tractor Supply, which really isn’t credit card, it is more of a credit account and we very seldom 
use that and then Centerra fuel cards—we use Centerra as secondary source of fuel. As most of you know, the 
city has a fuel depot at the street division and we use the Centerra mostly as back-up in case those were to go 
down for some reason. With that, there is really nothing that needs to be done here only that this is being 
presented to you for Mrs. Yarman this evening and so as to keep you informed. It is an obligation of the most 
recent enacted credit card policy that we need to inform you of these lines of credit. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the other question that he has is council considering holding a meeting in August. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we actually have a meeting scheduled for August 11th at noon. 
 
Mr. Paxton asked if the council, and it’s not known at this time of any legislation to be placed on that agenda, 
but would the council consider, if it was needed to add another “Then and Now’ ordinance or something like 
that. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that he would not see a problem with that at all. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:   Mr. Valentine stated that the Putt-Putt is really looking good and wishes that it was 

open now. 
Mr. Miller stated that it’s nice to see the dirt being moved around the Pump House property. 
Ms. Woodward stated that she received an email today from the Mansfield Area Census office.  They are going 

to be coming around and knocking on doors in Ashland for anybody that did not respond to the census 
and just wanted to make sure everyone knew some criteria.  They will never ask for your social security 
number, any money, anything on behalf a political party or for a bank or credit card. This will start July 
30th. 

Mr. Workman stated that he took his grandson down to the park and did some fishing and he was the only 
one that caught a fish.  Other than that, he did receive a call from an individual who has had an 
exchange with the protesters on the corner to the extent that it became heated and just want to say 
let us all maintain the idea of free speech and treating each other respectfully.  When it comes to the 
protesters, they have every right to be there as we all have our individual thoughts on issues in this 
present day. My words to this individual were that you would do well just to be quiet and things 
transpire as they will. Let’s not put gas on the fire. With that, Ashland continues to do well and 
progress is going forward.  There is always something positive. 

  

MAYORS COMMENTS: Mayor Miller stated as it was previously stated here at the meeting, we will have a 
meeting in August and the reason for that meeting in the beginning was a rezoning request from Ashland 
University. It is a recommendation that is coming to us from the Ashland Planning Commission to rezone a 
section of land off Broad Street behind their athletic complex. That will be August 11th at noon.  
Mayor Miller stated that day we will also have before us the contract and likely the final drawings for the new 
fire station.  We have been busy working on that for the last several weeks, polishing the design and, quite 
honestly, working to get it within our budget, because, as stated, the original draft that we put together when 
we actually agreed to move forward with the project turned out to cost a little bit more than what the 
architect had estimated. So, we took a look at our budget and basically said this is the number we have to be 



under, so let’s modify the design and now there have been changes made and it’s believed everyone is 
satisfied with it. We will be bringing that to you on August 11th, if not before, for your review. 
Mayor Miller stated that he wants to let everyone know, and this isn’t necessarily a high note, we did receive 
word, despite of the fact that the tournament director and came and walked Freer Field with us, in spite of the 
fact that we have already been on Cleveland media for hosting the 2020 Boomerang Championship, they have 
decided to postpone it. It is postponed indefinitely and the reason is largely related to the fact that many of 
the throwers would be coming from out of state; and so many states have different guidelines on how long 
you have to quarantine and many of them it’s two weeks or more and so they just don’t believe they are going 
to get the participation that they normally get. Unfortunately, we had to let you know that we will not be 
hosting the Boomerang Championship this year.   
Mayor Miller stated that even though we don’t have the Boomerang contest coming, we do have a pool party 
coming and that is Christmas in July.  That is July 23rd. That is Thursday of this week.  We will not have our big 
splash pool party this year, but instead we will do a simpler party and that will be Christmas in July. That will 
take place July 23rd and there will be sno-cones and free admission and a lot of other things going on. 
Mayor Miller stated that we are also going to start Cones with A Cop once again. We took a break for several 
months, but we are going to continue on with this.  It’s been a great hit every time we have had Cones with A 
Cop we’ve had quite a crowd.  We are going to have our next Cones with A Cop on July 29th at Eva’s Treats.  
It’s a great way for folks to meet our new faces in our local law enforcement and especially for children.  We 
really want to see and meet these cops, these men and women in uniform, so that they are not afraid of them 
and to approach them if they ever have issues in the future.  Finally, the Mayor’s Golf Classic.  This would be 
our third annual Mayor’s Golf Classic.  We have scheduled it for August 14th. Of course the idea behind the 
Mayors Golf Classic wasn’t that the Mayor was a great golfer, but instead it is to raise money to help sustain 
and improve Brookside Golf Course. Think about all the improvements here in the last few years thanks to this 
community support, individual support; we have a new a pavilion, we have many new cart paths, we have a 
newly remodeled club house and just recently we were just contact by an individual who is interested in 
funding more cart paths. This is a good event and we have had good support and we encourage people to 
participate in the Mayor’s Golf Classic on Friday, August 14th. 
 
Mr. Workman asked if there were any comments or questions from the audience. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that before anyone speaks he wanted to ask if there could be a very brief executive 
session about a property acquisition—an update on the property that has been discussed previously. 
  
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Erin Schaefer stated that she is part of the group that has been protesting 
and today would be day 47. Ms. Schaefer stated that she appreciated that council has spoken about what’s 
been going on.  Ms. Schaefer stated that she really debated on whether to come and talk again and wondered 
if she should and wondered if it was something that would be worthwhile or if it was something that was 
needed and so here I am.  Part of what happened is the day after I had come to speak to you, I sent an email 
to all of you and then continued to go down and be at the protest. I understand, you are all very busy people, 
Mr. Valentine made that clear. However, to have two weeks go by and not have any interaction at all is 
confusing to me and am here to find out what we do; how we have a conversation, because clearly I don’t 
know how to do that. I know you have had phone conversations with some people and am not sure how to do 
that. I thought coming and speaking to is one way; I thought sending you an email would be another way. I 
know other people have reached out to you and it was not successful to do that. Part of it is, I think, that 
people don’t understand—there is a lot of misinformation about what this is about.  We have had people, I 
think I can guess who it is that has probably called you, because I happened to be standing there with my 15-
year old daughter last Thursday night when he came up to us and said a lot of not very nice things and then 
said (some curse words) shut down. So, my guess is that’s the person that contacted you. There is a lot of 
misinformation that’s what I can say. There is the belief, many times people yell at us, “get a life”; “get a job”; 



as you can see I’m still wearing my work outfit so I do have a job. People will yell things like “black live don’t 
matter”; or “all lives matter”. I think the thing that is frustrating for us is we recognize all lives matter. We 
believe all lives matter. The problem is, if you stood there on the corner, you wouldn’t get the feeling that all 
lives matter in Ashland. You would certainly get the feeling that people have very strong feelings about 
whether black lives really do matter and there is misinformation about what that means. It doesn’t mean that 
we are saying black lives should be the most important thing; what we are saying is we need to pay attention 
to what is happening to people of color, not just in our community, but in other communities and hear what 
that means. If we really believe that all lives matter, if we really believe that, then I would think the people 
who are trying to raise awareness would be important too and so I’m just asking you to help us understand 
how we bridge this gap and how we have conversation. We actually have a really good relationship now with 
the police department.  We have reached out to the police department and the police department has worked 
cooperatively with us. So, it’s not us vs. them. This is not a “we hate the police” situation.  This is not a “we 
want to get rid of the police”; that’s not what this is about and so we have been able to forge some good 
collaboration with them and am really grateful for that. There are some of our members who talk consistently 
with the police and have personally had ongoing communication with them.  Our goal is not to be adversarial. 
Our goal is not to annoy the entire town, but our goal is not to make people feel real comfortable, because 
that doesn’t create change either. We just want to help figure this out. If anyone has ideas about how to do 
that, if we have a way to be able to come together, to talk about what some of the ideas are, we have a group 
that’s meeting.  We just met again on Sunday night that is really interested in figuring out how to make a 
difference and make a change. I am inviting you as the Mayor and the City Council to be a part of that because 
this impacts the people who are in your wards.  I’ve sent you my email. You have it. Let me know if you are 
interested, we would happy to have you be part of our group. I know you can’t be there all of the time, but 
anytime you want to be available for that. If you want us to let you know what we are working on, we would 
be happy to do that too, but we really just want you to come along and be a part of it with us. Thank you. 
 
Diane Nelson stated that this is her first time ever to be here.  What I am going to read isn’t good—so I am 
going to go ahead and read it and I apologize for, I don’t say the whole word.  This has to do with Black Lives 
Matter. It has been reported that the Marxist BLM protest is peaceful. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. I am with the coalition. It’s a grassroots organization. When the coalition had its last two flag waves at 
the corner park, BLM has yelled at the top of their lungs, and I apologize for this, F Trump. They have several 
other nasty chants as well. They called me a “B”, and that’s all I’m going to say for simply waving a Woman for 
Trump flag. I’ve heard BLM, now Matthew or Mr. Mayor you correct me if I am wrong on this. I’ve heard that 
BLM is harassing our Mayor. Now you correct me if I say something that isn’t true. They tried to force him to 
kneel to them. Another time, BLM surrounded his car and tried to force him out of it. Very peaceful, right? 
Sounds good, right?  BLM’s leader, Keon Singleton, is in prison for violation of his parole for doing drugs---is 
this true? Does anybody know? It’s true? 
 
Mayor Miller stated that I believe you can check it out on the Sheriff’s website because they list those things. 
 
Attorney Bush stated at one point in time, recently, he was in jail and I could not tell you exactly what for. 
 
Ms. Nelson stated that an Ashland county citizen stated that BLM people have been standing up on the 
sidewalk up above Riley’s spewing filthy language. Is this the behavior of an upstanding peaceful group? 
Thinking not.   
 
Mr. Workman asked if anyone else would like to speak to council.  
 
There were no further comments by the audience. 
 



Mr. Workman stated that simply the council is here to conduct the business of the city. We do not want to use 
the council meetings as a political forum or a stage for debate. We do appreciate your voicing concerns to 
council. However, it’s not what we do. Again, let us treat each other respectfully in the future. Ashland is a 
wonderful place to live with many, many good things happening. It’s our goal, as council, to continue that-
plain and simple. We want to raise families here and live here in an agreeable way together. With that, if 
council has anything to add, you are more than welcome to.  
Mr. Workman stated that this is a very diverse and distinguished council that recognizes all human rights and 
values all lives and thank you for being here and ask for a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss a 
matter of possible property acquisition.  There will be no action taken afterward. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 8:05p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION: 9:06p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Executive Session to Regular 
Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 9:07p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 7-21-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


