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Ashland City Council  

 
MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION OF COUNCIL 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 12 noon  

Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building   
 

Council President Steve Workman called the meeting to order at 12p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Ward 1:   Steve Workman     Present 
Ward 2:   Robert M. Valentine                 Present 
Ward 3:   Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:   Angela Woodward    Present 
At Large: Dan Lawson    Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Public Hearing Items:   Ashland University- Rezoning from R-L to SU - 12Noon 
 
Testimony by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated at last month’s planning commission meeting the administration of Ashland University presented to 
the planning commission a request to rezone an area, as you stated, just adjacent to the current athletic facility, the 
track and the football field just off of Broad Street.  Over the last several months, maybe even years, the university has 
been acquiring property in that area adjacent to the existing footprint and now they want to make a formal request to 
rezone it from residential to special use; which is what most of the property of Ashland University is currently zoned.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that today we do have with us the Vice-President of Ashland University, Rick Ewing.  He oversees 
the facility aspect and property issues of the university and he is here if we have any special questions regarding this re-
quest.  Also note, by now, most of you probably have seen there is a reason for their request and that is to construct a 
new indoor athletic facility. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the planning commission voted unanimously to support the rezoning. 
 
Mr. Workman questioned if we had heard from any of the property owners and asked if anyone was present to speak on 
behalf of the hearing for the rezoning. 
 
Mr. Rick Ewing stated that he was speaking on behalf of the university and would like to thank the city council for con-
sidering the request.  To answer your question, several of the neighbors have reach out personally with some questions 
and to their satisfaction their questions have been answered and there were no concerns that the university is aware of. 
As the mayor alluded to, many of these properties were actually private residences back as many as five to ten years ago 
when the athletic complex was built. At which time that we built the athletic complex, we purchased those properties. 
However, we did not own all the properties in the affected area.  It wasn’t until a couple of weeks ago that we pur-
chased the remaining three properties that encompass the area that we are asking to be rezoned. That is the primary 
reason for our request as the mayor alluded to build an indoor field house which will be located on here, as well.  
 
Mr. Miller questioned regarding the small piece of land where the football field is just tidying up what should have been 
changed. 
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Mr. Ewing stated that the university actually had an access drive back through the old intramural fields which is why 
there is that little strip in there and R-L on both sides, but there were private residences in both of those areas.  
 
Mr. Workman closed the hearing. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that he would like to voluntarily recuse himself from any action on this item since he is an employee 
of the university. 
 
LEGISLATION: 
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 40-20 
B.) AN ORDINANCE REZONING CERTAIN AREAS OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO FROM “R-L” RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO 
“S-U” SPECIAL USE DISTRICT.  
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distri-
bution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at 
this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Mr. Workman 
Dr. Lawson recused himself 
 
Testimony by- 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward.   
Dr. Lawson recused himself. 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Dr. Lawson recused himself. 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Mr. Miller, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Workman 
Dr. Lawson recused himself. 
 
Ordinance No: 41-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER INTO A DE-
SIGN-BUILD CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC FOR CONSTRUCTION STAGE 
DESIGN-BUILD SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED FIRE STATION NO. 2 IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the 
distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated with this particular ordinance that you have before you this afternoon we are requesting that the 
city council now take action to move forward with hiring Simonson Construction to construct our new satellite fire sta-
tion-Station No. 2 at the corner of Mifflin Avenue and US 42.  
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Mayor Miller stated that at a previous council meeting we did authorize hiring Simonson to help us with the design and 
at a previous council meeting the council was informed that we were working hard with both Simonson Construction as 
well as Mull and Weitman and the leadership at the fire station to basically modify our original design to make sure that 
the project was within our budget.  
 
Mayor Miller stated if you recall, probably about a year ago, the city authorized, with the help and support of the city 
council, the city finance director to borrow $3million for the completion of this project.  To date, it looks as though we 
have spent $76,000 on Mull and Weitman’s help with our design as well as $150,000 with Simonson Construction as 
they have helped us modify that original design and now we are asking you to authorize us to hire Simonson Construc-
tion to construct our new fire station for $2.7million.  
 
Mayor Miller stated originally when the first design was examined more closely and we started putting numbers to pa-
per, we saw that it was going to be over $3million. With the council’s direction, that of the finance director and the fire 
chief and his team, we all sat down and started modifying the design to get it within our budget and we believe we have 
been able to do that. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that today you were given a rough drawing; they are blue prints of course. This is the last official 
drawing that we have of what the modifications look like. The part that you might be interested in seeing would be the 
exterior; because one of the changes that has taken place is we will not be including that display area for the old histori-
cal fire apparatus.  That was going to cost us around $130,000 extra and after talking with some of our community do-
nors who are willing to support that project, they have decided that they may pursue preserving that apparatus and 
others at a different location where they can be enjoyed by our citizens for years to come. At this point, we are all con-
tent in foregoing the construction of the historical display area. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if the other cuts were deemed non-essential for the purposes…. 
 
Mayor Miller stated absolutely---and a lot of it was a modification of the floor plan. If you recall in the original floor plan 
there was ample space for a conference room, office space, gathering space and so on and while things serve a purpose 
those were places that our leadership team was willing adapt to get us within the budget. There still may be as we move 
forward other opportunity for us to install some of the other features that may be we set aside for now through differ-
ent grants and future city budget, but we just felt it was important to get this building under construction and make sure 
that we had enough in our fund to do so. It was not an easy task because, obviously this is the first fire station we have 
built in the last several decades and so you want to get it right and make sure that you are planning for the future, but I 
think we have a practical station here now that we will be building. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that it looks like there are six beds and questioned if that will be sufficient. 
 
Chief Rick Anderson stated that there again, like the Mayor said, this is being built for four personnel.  We had the space 
and we put that in there and that is future growth. Quite frankly, it is pennies on the dollar now as opposed to doing 
something later on. We thought that was a good spend of money. 
 
Ms. Woodward asked if it would house four vehicles. 
 
Chief Anderson stated that it can house up to five.  
 
Mr. Miller questioned if the project would start this year. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that is the goal. 
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Mayor Miller stated what you see before you tonight is not that much different than what you originally saw when the 
plans were presented.  Allot of it is the layout and the size of those spaces. 
 
Chief Anderson stated that we got rid of the historical display and basically took what we had and shrunk it down. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Ordinance No: 42-20 
C,) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATES FOR THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED 
EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the 
distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Testimony by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton         
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the expenses that are attached were ongoing operational expenses the city did incur and unfor-
tunately the purchase order was not able to be created or was not created before the expense was incurred. They are 
legitimate expenditures for the city—things that we do incur, not on a regular basis, because trucks don’t break down all 
the time, they are expenses that do need your approval. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned what the age of the Tower 50 fire truck. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that perhaps the fire chief might better be able to answer. 
 
Chief Anderson stated 1998. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
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RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolution No: 8-20 
A.) A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COVID-19 BUSINESS RELIEF PROGRAM FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Resolutions as the 
distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the city council is well aware of the fact that several months ago the state legislature here in 
the State of Ohio approved House Bill 481 that made available to local communities, villages, townships, counties and 
cities COVID relief money that would be coming to us through the state.  At a previous meeting we shared with this 
group, we, in our original allocation, are to receive $315,000.  Also, shared with this group at a previous meeting was the 
fact that this point, even though we have been keeping track of all of our extra expenses as it relates to PPE and other 
safety items and adapting some of the offices with plexi-glass and so on, right now it looks as though we have about 
$48,000 worth of expenses that we will seek to get reimbursement through the fund.  Also, we expect to have some ad-
ditional expenses that we will seek.  In fact, we are even working with the fire department to see if we might not have 
the opportunity to purchase some significant equipment for the fire department as they have been impacted by the 
COVID situation as well. In the meantime, what we have brought to you today is a proposal for the city to authorize the 
City of Ashland COVID Relief Business Grant Fund.  This would be a new program that is allowable by the state.  Basically 
what this would do is allow our small business with 50 employees or less to apply to the city for a grant up to $5,000 to 
help them with revenue loss and capital expenses during the COVID situation. What comes to mind are all of our small 
Ma and Pa shops, salons and so on that through no fault of their own were deemed unessential and had to close for, in 
some cases, up to three months or more. Those entities obviously continued to have expenses; they continue to have to 
pay rent; restaurant owners had to continue to function—even though they allowed carry-out—they still didn’t have the 
customer base that was coming in and supporting their operation. These types of businesses would now be able to fill 
out a rather simple, but important application requesting reimbursement for some of those expenses and revenue loss 
during those three months. 
 
Mayor Miller stated this program would be administered entirely through the city of Ashland. Actually, Amanda Patter-
son, in our Community Outreach office, would be the point person. She’s the one where individuals and businesses 
could pick up their applications and where they would return their application.  However, this program would allow us 
as a city to help some of these smaller operations to remain viable during this time. Prior to bringing this to you, we have 
talked with many of those folks, and in fact, Mr. Valentine is one of those folks that have a small business downtown. 
Even though their doors were closed, they still had expenses. The truth is they did not have the option of being open. 
They were forced to close; and when many of these shops are just starting out and they are struggling, we want to make 
sure that they survive this uncertain period and continue to enhance our community for years to come.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that this money is not city tax money. This is COVID relief money that is coming to the city from the 
state. It’s all part of the emergency declarations that were done in Washington and Columbus and this just happens to 
be one of the ways we can utilize that money to help our community deal with any unforeseen expenses that were ac-
cumulated during the last several months. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if there is a screening process as the applications come in. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he has spoken with the finance director, Larry Paxton, and have spoken with you councilmem-
bers Dennis Miller and Angela Woodward and all of you have agreed to sit on a review panel that would review these 
applications.  We just want to make very clear, these are not highly bureaucratic, complex applications, but they do re-
quire enough information that we know the business is legitimate, that it did have a loss of revenue that there was some 



Page 6 of 7 

 

attempt to bridge the gaps in other ways as where not possible this money would be available. Yes, they would be re-
viewed by a group of city leaders.   
 
Mayor Miller stated this is not an entitlement program. It doesn’t mean that we unlimited funds to pass out.  Right now, 
we believe we have $100,000 to distribute in grants no larger than $5,000.  It would be on a first come, first serve basis.  
The way that would work is when someone turned in their application it would be time/date stamped and they will be 
given a copy. So, if there is any question as to who’s got their first, we will be able to keep a paper trail to show whose 
was indeed turned in first.  The finance director and I have talked about it and if we should see there is a much greater 
need and many more applications than what we expect there might be the possibility that we could access additional 
COVID Relief Funding through the state to help other business.  For now, we believe that is a significant pot of money to 
use for this purpose. 
 
Mr. Miller stated that there will be a timing issue on this too because that COVID money has to be used by October 31st. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned if something would be sent out to all of the businesses. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it will not be sent out to individual businesses, but hopefully with the help of our local media, 
Ashland Source, the Ashland Times-Gazette, Joe Lyons as well as our city Facebook page, website and all of you, we will 
do our best to get the word out especially to our smaller operations. 
 
Mayor Miller stated to those who are watching that might be wondering whether or not you qualify or you would have 
such expenses, this money is intended for working capital. In other words, this would be used maybe by a business to 
cover their rent/mortgage payments, maybe machinery or equipment payments, utility expenses, salaries and wages, 
expenses related to bringing their operation into compliance with the responsible restart Ohio guidelines. In other 
words, if a local restaurant has to put up plexi-glass partitions, those would be an unforeseen expense that they were 
required to do by the state that would qualify for this grant funding. 
 
Mayor Miller stated to be very candid, if you are a local small business and you have had any disruption to your revenue 
stream or any extra expenses because of COVID, it really is worth your time to stop by the city building, if the council 
should endorse this program today, and get an application and look over it because it is no strings attached. This money 
will not have to be paid back. This is not a loan; this is a grant. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that it was said that this would be a first come, first serve and that there will be a group that’s ap-
pointed to screen, are there prioritizations assigned to those needs?  For example, this one needs to pay paychecks, but 
this one needs to clean the floor.  Will it be prioritized in any way? 
 
Mayor Miller stated that is a very good question. The screening committee will be primarily looking at whether or not it 
is a legitimate request and not necessarily prioritizing who we think needs it more as much as do they qualify, did they 
make a case that they need the funding to remain viable. 
 
Mr. Valentine stated that he does have a business downtown, a little antique store on South Street and my business was 
closed for nine weeks.  It hurt, but the way I feel about it is, I would feel that I would let everybody else because for a lot 
of people this is their livelihood, but it’s just a hobby for me and won’t be putting in an application for the money, be-
cause there are so many more people around the city that need it more. 

 
There were no more questions 

 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Resolution be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
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Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
New Business- Liquor Permit- FUNCO, LLC- Bradley Bryan 
 
Testimony provided by-Mr. Valentine 
 
Mr. Valentine stated that he believes that no hearing should be requested. They have a prior business in town that has 
done very well and have never had any trouble with them and they are good people. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller that no hearing would be necessary  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Mr. Miller questioned when the anticipated opening would be. 
 
Mr. Bradley Bryan stated that they are experiencing some difficulties obtaining permits and basically it has been the liq-
uor department. We were looking to open in August and now it’s maybe September. 
 
Mr. Bryan stated that he would like to thank all the people in Ashland for the support they have given all the local res-
taurants in town. They say that 80% of bars and restaurants are losing money right now and they won’t be in business 
nine months from now. For all the local eateries in town it would be appreciated if you could frequent them and stop in 
because it’s badly needed. We lost 35% of our seats, we lost 20 hours a week being open and it hurts.  We appreciate 
everything the Mayor has done and that the council has done and the city of Ashland. 
 
Mr. Workman asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM SPECIAL SESSION: 12:30p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn meeting. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted by 
      Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (word-Mins SS 8-11-20.doc) 


