
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, September 1, 2020 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Municipal Building, Council Chambers 

The Meeting was called to order by council President, Steve Workman. 
 
Pastor Travis Mackenzie began the meeting with an invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held Tuesday, July 21, 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward. 
 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the minutes of the Special Session of City Council 
held Tuesday, August 11, 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Special Session of City Council 
held Tuesday, August 26 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman. 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 44-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE AND ADOPT CURRENT REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this is a routine measure. We are often in a situation where we need to update the 
pages Codified Ordinance manual. 
 
Attorney Bush stated that this is simply a bookkeeping matter and doesn’t change the substance of anything. 



 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Ordinance No: 45-20 
B.) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO BY  
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ESTABLISH A SCHEDULE FOR FEES AND CHARGES FOR THE CITY SERVICES. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this particular ordinance is about making our city government more efficient. 
Throughout the Codified Ordinance Manual there are a variety of different fee schedules. These would be fees 
related to the amount we charge for water, a round of golf at Brookside Golf Course, to an amount we charge 
for an ambulance billing—every division has various fees. The challenge can be is to find all the fees when you 
need them. Many surrounding communities have developed a fee schedule and it would be one place where 
all the fees that the city government charges could be located. Over the last two years, we have been working 
on this particular ordinance. What this will do, it basically goes through that entire Codified Ordinance Manual 
and anywhere a fee is mentioned, it is now lined out and will be put into a single fee schedule.  This ordinance 
would also allow, in the future, whenever a change is made to one of those fees, the process would be this—
for example, if the city water department determines that cost of treating our water and delivering it to our 
homes is going up, then what would be done is the department head would make the case for why that need 
existed—if there Mayor’s office approved it, it would then be proposed to council. A thirty day notice would 
be given and state that we need to increase our water fees and then you would have thirty days to say 
whether you agree or disagree.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that no fees would be increased and no fees would change, this just puts it in one place. 
 
Mr. Miller stated this would be for residents and non-residents. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that he thought this would be handy, but questioned will people be able to access it from 
the city’s website or would they still have to come in to get a copy. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that he has heard from many people that they look for a fee and they may even find the 
fee, but are they looking in the right place. 
 
Ms. Woodward stated that she spoke with Attorney Bush prior and that there is an error that the amount of 
$75 did not get lined out. 
 



Attorney Bush stated that he suggested to Councilperson Woodward that the motion to approve could be “as 
amended”. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he wanted to thank the staff of the law director’s office—Melissa Trukovich and 
Hayley in the City Engineer’s office. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed as amended on the first 
reading. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Ordinance No: 46-20 
C.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND  ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF BREATHING AIR COMPRESSOR AND  APPURTENANCES FOR THE 
DIVISION OF FIRE OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that some of you were on council the last time we receive a FEMA grant to upgrade our 
Mark’s radios. At that time, we applied for the grant and were fortunate enough to receive the grant and were 
able to obtain our Mark’s radios. Back in 2012, we were also successful in receiving a grant and we got a Plima 
vent. The Plima vent is what you have in the fire house so when the trucks are running the exhaust goes out of 
the building. We are very pleased to announce that we have received this grant once again. This time the total 
award that has been approved is $257,386. What the fire department is asking is that we use this money to 
purchase the components that go along with their air compressor and their breathing apparatuses.  
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
 
 
 



Ordinance No: 47-20 
D.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND  ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS  (SCBA) AND 
APPURTENANCES FOR THE DIVISION OF FIRE OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Testimony provided by-Fire Chief, Rick Anderson 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned the appurtenances and if that is a catch-all? 
 
Chief Anderson stated that all depends on how the bid comes in.  That would include extra face pieces, extra 
bottles, and it includes anything that is extra stuff. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if this would be replacement gear or if the old gear is being retired. 
 
Chief Anderson stated that it is to replace everything that we have. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Ordinance No: 48-20 
E.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATES FOR THE  FOLLOWING 
ATTACHED EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 
the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the ordinance before you and the invoices attached to it the city did incur the expense 
and the invoice was created before the purchase order was created. It was an operating expense for the golf 
course.  
 
Mayor Miller stated the best news of all relating the Brookside Golf Course is, as of today, we were informed 
that we are running $70,000+ in the black. When you consider two or three years ago, we were running a 
deficit of over $170,000.  Things are looking up at Brookside Golf course. 
 



Dr. Lawson stated that he believed it would be prudent to recognize that this expense is being paid for by the 
golf course and not being paid for by city funds. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolution No: 9-20 
 A.)  A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET 
COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE  
AUDITOR. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Resolutions 
as the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that approximately a month or so ago we approved the tax budget for 2021. That was the 
beginning of the 2021 appropriations process.  As a part of that second page of this resolution shows you the 
different mills that the resolution that you are asked to approve this evening will be enacted by the county 
once a resolution is sent to the budget commission of the county.  They will enact these mills and then move 
forward with trying to collect them in the coming year.  At this point, it is a process that the mills have not 
changed for about two or three years at this point. Two percent will go to the general fund, eight-tenths of a 
percent will go to the Bond Retirement Fund, a half a mill will go to the recreation fund and then three-tenths 
of percent will go to the police and fire pension funds.  Those funds are set up purposely to assist the city in 
paying for the pensions of those two divisions.  The estimated amount collected is not what will be collected 
because as we all know that there are some delinquencies that come along through the process. Based off of 
the current evaluation of the city, but applying these mills to that, this is what the maximum we would collect 
if the county were to collect every dollar. We know that it won’t. It will collect maybe a couple of hundred 
thousand dollars less than that if everything goes well. At this point, there is the maximum amount estimated 
at this point. 
 
There were no more questions 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 



 
Resolution No:  10-20 
B.) A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE CITY OF  ASHLAND, TO 
FILE APPLICATIONS AND ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS WITH THE OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF ACQUIRING FUNDS THROUGH THE STATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM AND THE 
LOCAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM PURSUANT TO SECTION 164 OF THE OHIO REVISED 
CODE FOR THE COMPLETION OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Resolutions as 
the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller  
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated when you take a look at this ordinance and see the dollar figures, it’s pretty incredible. 
Over the last several years, we have talked about many transportation improvement projects that we were 
going after state grant funding to implement here in our community. We have an outstanding city engineer 
who is an outstanding grant writer, and very knowledgeable in his business.  We applied for a $2million grant 
to reconstruct Claremont Avenue from Baney Road to Smith Road.  It is a major thoroughfare in the city and a 
very expensive street to maintain because it is four lanes.  We were successful in obtaining that $2million 
grant and that is the reason why you do not see us making major repairs to Claremont Avenue yet, because 
we are waiting for this grant to come through so that the state can pay for the vast majority of the cost of that 
project. Not only will we get a new smooth surface on Claremont, we will get new drainage underneath 
Claremont, we will get curbs and safer curb ramps, and a number of different extras that will be covered by 
this grant.  
 
Mayor Miller stated the second major project that we went after was an intersection that everyone has been 
very concerned about out at the 250 bypass and Cottage Street. Over the years, traffic studies have been done 
and the way the lanes are aligned it can be very challenging to see around trucks turning and so on and if you 
are getting on to 250N from the slip ramp and so on, we did traffic studies to try an determine whether a 
traffic signal could be put there and it never merited a traffic signal.  Therefore, with that in mind, we went 
after a grant to fund a brand new round about.  That is what all the professional engineers were telling us that 
we need in that intersection to keep traffic moving. We went and made our case about a year and a half ago 
to ODOT and we received a $2.3 million grant to do that project.  This is a project that will not only make that 
intersection safer and will make it so much more modern than what it is.   
 
Mayor Miller stated tonight what you are asked to do is pass this resolution that will authorize us to formally 
file the paperwork to secure those grant monies.  These projects---Claremont Avenue will begin in ODOT’s 
fiscal year 2022.  It will start, hopefully, either late next year or the following year.  The roundabout is 2022-
2023. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 



 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: none 
  
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  New Liquor Permit – South Street Grille, LLC-Carly Little/Sean Little 
 
Testimony provided by- Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that Sean and Carly, with the assistance of Matt Wurster purchased the building that was 
formerly Associated Charities on South Street. They are currently going through a major renovation. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that no hearing was required.  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that he had nothing further to report that what had already been discussed and would take 
questions if there were any. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned how the tax collection was looking. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the tax collections are doing a little better than expected and are still down about 2% 
over where we were a year ago at this point. That 2% is probably about just under $200,000. It has rebound to 
a certain extent. We won’t know the complete collection until October, but it looks like it’s just slightly under 
what our projections were. 
    
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Dr. Lawson stated that the council was all out at the grand opening for the Putt Putt 

Miniature Golf and it looks fantastic. 
Ms. Woodward stated that she wanted to thank everyone that participated and did anything for the miniature 

golf course. 
Mr. Miller stated that he wanted to commend all the people that are putting housing in this town.  
Mr. Valentine stated he wasn’t able to attend the grand opening, but had stopped down earlier. 
Mr. Workman stated that he wanted to repeat that it was a fantastic event. Amanda, thank you for all you do. 

You make it special. 
Dr. Lawson stated that he had a concerned citizen call him in regard to the intersection of 250 and 42, 

particularly the westbound traffic right in front Bob Evans and people racing ahead and trying to cut 
into the traffic and nearly causing an accident. That is not our jurisdiction. We can caution the public 
and to please try to be courteous as you are driving there and not cutting people off. 

 
Mayor Miller stated that if you don’t know where this is located, it is actually designed specifically that way to 

get as many cars through a green light as they could during the traffic signal movement. ODOT is the 
one that is responsible for that project and they are actually handling the signalization of all those 
lights on Main Street there, but it did have a purpose.  It was designed for that purpose so that more 
vehicles could pass through that intersection. 

 
Dr. Lawson stated that if we are the world headquarter of the nice people that should apply when driving as 

well.    
 



Mr. Workman stated that he received a call in regard to semis using their air brakes getting on to the 42 
bypass across Mifflin Avenue.  They are wondering if we could put up signage to sway semi drivers 
from not using their brakes like that. 

 
Mayor Miller stated that was discussed at the Traffic Committee meeting and the determination was made to 

leave it as it is. One of the reasons stated was if the semi traffic are using those would be to stop.                          
  

MAYORS COMMENTS: Mayor Miller stated the items that he would add would be to thank the council for 
being at the mini golf opening. Also, would like to thank Dave and Keely Wurster and Keely Wurster and the 
Tin Can Chandelier and her staff.  They were the large force behind the renovation of the mini golf course. 
Also, would want to thank Barefoot Floors, the Baums, for providing the green fairways; as well as Lee 
Construction who did a lot of the concrete work.  Also Sarver paving also played a role; Mitchell’s moving and 
Mr. Bonfiglio who did some of the work that was wood related.  
Mayor Miller stated that 16 E. Main Street looks great on the outside and hopefully soon will look good on the 
inside. We did receive back from the architect a preliminary design.  The goal is to make the first floor just a 
wide open space. We are going to do our best to see if we can secure a state grant to help with that.  
On the second and third floors, each is 3,000 sq. ft. as well. We are hoping that on September 5th, they will be 
able to start the installation of the metal siding on the east side.  
Mayor Miller stated that the question often comes up about what will go in that building. Now that it has been 
remodeled, fortunately we were able to obtain a state grant to cover about $225,000.  The grant says that 
when we are through with the project, the city cannot occupy the building. We can own it; we can rent it; we 
can let some other organization use it.  That means that if a developer does come along that is interested in 
that building and quite candidly there have been developers taken through the building, they are first told that 
we have to get what we have in the grant out.  There has been talk, that if the city kept it, it would make a 
good home for Main Street Ashland, they would love to be there. The Chamber of Commerce wouldn’t mind 
being there. Perhaps even Economic Development to be on the main street in downtown Ashland.  
Mayor Miller stated that Kokosing will begin resurfacing. 
Mayor Miller stated that we are in the process of figuring out how to replace the Claremont Avenue bridge. 
We have had to reduce the weight limit for the bridge. That project is an estimated $1 million project. We do 
have another grant that was awarded. 
Mayor Miller stated finally as you know our COVID business relief program that we formed about three weeks 
ago using some of our city’s states Cares Act money and this city council decided to use a portion of our funds 
to provide small grants to the smaller businesses in town. We ended up having 42 applications for those grant 
funds and we were blessed to be in a position to authorize $200,000 worth of grant monies. The maximum 
grant was $5,000.  
Mayor Miller stated that Center Run Trail where the homes have been removed and the next step is we will 
bring in top soil and level that out so it can settle over the winter months.  We are still negotiating on two 
properties on Miller Street. It looks as though, although all the negotiations are not complete, that we will 
have all the property on Main Street and very close to having every property on Miller Street and then 
possibly eight properties on Cleveland Avenue.  As a reminder, this is not paid for by our city income tax 
dollars this was another grant we received through state agencies. The reason we received the grant was to 
clean up and restore the riparian corridor.   
 
Mr. Workman asked if the Mayor was going to speak on “Make Ashland Sparkle”. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we have someone in the audience that might want to speak on the subject.  The 
event is coming up on September 12th where a number of community volunteers, especially the Rotary Club, 
that will come together to help clean up our city and this is Mr. Lee Peters from the Rotary Club. 
 



Mr. Peters stated that the Rotary Club and in partnership with the city of Ashland and the Ashland County 
Ministerial Association are putting on a volunteer event on September 12 from 8:30a.m. to 12 noon. There is a 
sign-up at AshlandRotary.net. We have had 70 volunteers sign up currently. The first 100 to sign up will receive 
a t-shirt and that is through a courtesy donation from BP/Duchess Gas station, as well as Walmart.  We will be 
painting fire hydrants and trash cans, picking up trash and some other projects that the city deems is 
worthwhile. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Erin Schaeffer stated that she is before the group as a representative of 
Colorful Ashland, which is a group that we have created. A whole variety of people who are interested in 
helping to raise awareness about racism and making the community for all of our citizens and here tonight just 
to say thank you. Ms. Schaeffer stated that she would like to say thank you to all of you for the Mayor coming 
to meet with us and to Dennis Miller for coming to meet with us and for working with us and for being a 
partner with us and collaborating. We really appreciate that very much and thank you for the time to do that 
and the work to put together to come up with this idea of how to make it a better community, again to make 
it better and better for all of our citizens and that can’t really come soon enough.  
 
Mr. Mike Burroughs stated that he is embarrassingly ignorant about the plight of our community and have 
lived here for over 50 years and have raised a family here. Suddenly, I hear from the Times-Gazette that I have 
been living in a racist community and would like to ask the members of the Colorful Ashland Society, is the 
entire community racist or is there just pockets, maybe streets or neighborhoods or do they consider the 
entire community racist? 
 
Members of the Colorful Ashland group invited Mr. Burroughs to join them on the corner of Claremont and 
Main from 1 to 3 any weekday and that he would be surprised at what he would hear. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that at the last meeting it was asked that the council meeting not be a stage for debate 
or a special interest forum and they’ve agreed to honor that and we appreciate that.   
 
Mr. Workman stated with the last point of discussion, as president, I would like to say a couple of things again. 
To address this matter is not a function of city government.  The city of Ashland is an equal opportunity 
employer, by law, and we follow all those rules and regulations as we should as I imagine all employers do in 
Ashland.  We do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, age, 
or disability. That is not to say that racism does not exist, however, no amount of legislation or policy is going 
to change what’s in man’s heart. With that, I will say change must come from within. 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 8:10p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 9-1-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


