
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday 

September 15, 2020 
7:00 p.m. 

Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by council President, Steve Workman. 
 
Pastor Keith Tyson began the meeting with an invocation. 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held September 1, 2020 be approved as written 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 49-20 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2-19, APPROVING AN ENTERPRISE ZONE TAX INCENTIVE 
AGREEMENT FOR REX HOLDINGS, LLC WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO, INVOLVING A REDUCTION IN 
SCOPE AND EXTENT OF THE ORIGINAL PLANS AS APPROVED BY SAID ORDINANCE 2-19. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that at the beginning of 2019, Rex Holdings-otherwise known as Primary Colors and EcoFlo Products 
already located in Ashland, they came to the city and requested an Enterprise Zone Tax Incentive to be applied to the 
construction of their brand new facility out on Commerce Parkway. The building is already constructed and the building 
is 104,000 sq. ft. facility and it actually came in a bit higher of an investment than maybe what it was originally thought--
-$13.6 million.  It is a wonderful investment for that company’s headquarters here in Ashland. However, as things were 
unfolding and the project was underway allot changed in the world. Not only did COVID come to us but there was also a 
change in the tariff situation with some of the foreign companies that this company deals with. As a result, they made 
the decision to, at this time, only to go forward with the Primary Colors portion and postpone the portion of the facility 
that would be for EcoFlo Products. Therefore, we are in need of going back and revising that original Enterprise Zone so 
that it only applies to the Primary Colors facility that we see and enjoy right now and then in the future, and they do 
believe there will be a future, they will continue to move forward with the EcoFlo Products portion of the project.  



 
Mayor Miller stated the most important reason you would make this change the clock on their ten-year tax abatement 
starts now and yet they are not getting any benefit for EcoFlo Products because it is not been constructed yet. In the 
future, if they do move forward then they would come back and do a separate Enterprise Zone agreement that would 
apply to EcoFlo Products. Their original agreement it was for ten years and it was a 75% tax reduction on the value of 
their new construction.  
 

There were no further questions. 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring he reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman  
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: none 
 
Testimony provided by- 
 
OLD BUSINESS: none 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   Liquor Permit-Transfer – To:   Spoke LLC-Orange Street 
           From:   James Costello Est-DBA Wagon Wheel –Orange Street 
                                                                
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that you may have noticed that the Wagon Wheel has received a makeover.  The property 
was sold to Dave and Matt Wurster. 
  
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that no hearing is needed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: Mr. Workman stated he wanted to say thank you to those who participated in the 
“Make Ashland Sparkle” event on Saturday and greatly appreciate all those who turned out for that. 
Mr. Valentine stated that when he opened his store at 9a.m. the volunteers were there working on South 
Street and want to thank them as well; and it’s good to see young people care about their city like that. 
Mr. Workman stated that it’s not every city that can have a turnout like that. 
Mayor Miller stated that there were 130 volunteers. 
Ms. Woodward stated that she got do to mulch on Saturday with her family and helped at the Bicentennial 
Park and wanted to say that the Ministerial Association, Amanda and the Rotary Club were the three that 
organized such a great event. 
Dr. Lawson stated that he wanted to add his thanks as well and saw some great things happen around the city 
and that it was great needed and appreciated all those people that were involved. 
Mr. Miller stated that he would like to take a few minutes to address the Colorful Ashland folks: 
 When the Mayor and I met with you, probably a month and a half or so ago, I let you know that 
 the Council would not adopt a Resolution you provided, but would possibly consider an alternative. 



 I admit I have been struggling with that alternative. Not because we have anything to hide, on the  
 contrary, this Council is very transparent and will continue to be. 
 This Council and the Mayor are guided by Christian values and do believe, as you do, that all lives 
 matter and that no one should be discriminated against because of their race, sex, age, marital  
 status, or national original.  We recognize and abhor the very small minority that are disrespecting 
 you as you stand for your cause; but no resolution and no proclamation from the government 
 will alter what is in a person’s heart or mind. Only God can do that and we will pray that  
 transformation takes place. 
 The primary job of City Council is overseeing the city operations and to set a business environment 
 that is inviting for existing businesses to thrive and new businesses to want to come to Ashland. We 
 should succeed in that with all the new activities going on around town.  Not the least of which 
 is the fact that within the next year there will be 430 new housing units, which include 45 single-family. 
 homes. With that and a vibrant and revitalized downtown, we feel we are setting the table to be 
 an inviting community for any and all persons to come and enjoy and settle here with their families. 
 Addressing the community, let us be very clear, this Mayor, this Council, this city government does 
 not and will not condone any discrimination and we will continue to support All Lives Matter and 
 that no one should be discriminated against. 
 

 MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that on the next council agenda we would likely have a proposed 
land sale at the Industrial Park to a developer that is interested in constructing a several hundred thousand  
foot facility. Also, we will likely see the proposal from Simonson Construction to begin construction on what 
we have referred to as Main Street Plaza—but in the future will likely be under a different name since we are 
partnering with a local private organization. You will likely see the guaranteed maximum price proposal from 
Simonson at the next meeting.  Finally, as it stands today, we are planning to have the official groundbreaking 
for the second fire station on October 2nd at noon. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned what the status was on the utilities across I71. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that construction should start soon. Today the city engineer was out there with the 
contractor driving the path that the lines will be following. Today there was an issue with one of the pumping 
stations.  On one of the properties they ran into some soil issues as they did their initial borings.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Mr. Lee Peters stated on behalf of the Ashland Rotary Club, the City of 
Ashland, and the Ashland Ministerial Association we would like to thank the community for their support of 
“Make Ashland Sparkle”. We had about 100 volunteers that came out to help. We would also like to thank all 
of our sponsors. 
Ms. Erin Schaeffer stated that she wanted to say thank you for paving Smith Road. Ms. Schaeffer stated that 
they also celebrated on Saturday their 100th day in a row of protesting. It was a celebration of recognizing the 
struggles of some of the people of color in our community. It really was a day of celebration. It was a day of 
strife. Yes, we did have some negative comments, but overwhelmingly there was a lot of positive support and 
so when you talk about changing hearts, I believe we are doing that and that really has been uplifting for us to 
see the change from when we started to now. Ms. Schaeffer stated that she appreciates the council 
recognizing the struggles of the people of color in our community and the fact that, yes, all of the lives of our 
citizens in our community do matter and we appreciate that because that is the message we are trying to 
send. Ms. Schaeffer stated that she had one question and knows that there are some constituents in the 
community that have tried to reach out to their ward representative.  What is the best method of 
communication—is it through email; is it through a phone call---how can people get in touch with their ward 
representative. 



Mr. Workman stated that any of the council is available by email or by telephone.  Those are all posted on the 
city’s website. 
 
Mr. Workman stated he would like to say that this will be the last time we entertain remarks from any special 
interest group, including you.  We’ve mentioned three times now and we would ask at this point that let’s just 
leave it where it is. Thank you. 
 
Sarah Coe stated that speaking about racism is not a special interest group and I’m going to speak as an 
individual and you will not tell me to not speak here because I am a member of the community.  
 
Mr. Workman stated that the problem is not hearing from members of the community, it is simply not 
entertaining matters from special interest groups that don’t pertain to the city’s business. 
 
Ms. Coe stated that she came to address Mr. Workman’s comments from the last meetings. You said last time 
that to address this matter, referring to racism in Ashland, is not a function of city government. You are 
correct that making people kinder, making them not say slurs or hateful things, is not a job of the government 
at any level. However, in gathering data from public sectors as well as enacting policies to insure a positive 
focus and to make the city of Ashland more equitable for all people is a function of city government. That is 
why racism needs to be addressed. While overt racism such as hate crimes, lynching, racial slurs, these are 
often easy to see and also easy to brush off as I feel like they have been as by a small minority and in 
potentially in Ashland it is a small minority. Nationally, it is not a small minority.  Covert racism, on the other 
hand, which is what you are to address as a function of the city council, is more subtle and unfortunately no 
less nefarious, it is racial inequality that is institutionalized, it is deeply entrenched in our society, across the 
world, not just in Ashland—this is a national issue that affects criminal justice, health care, housing, 
employment, education and every other public sector.  When people say racism doesn’t exist in Ashland, I 
believe it is possible that those people have never seen overt racism or these people don’t see as the daily 
micro-aggression for black people, including those in our community, face.  Those can be verbal, behavioral, 
environmental things such as – you are really well-spoken for a black person—or maybe holding your purse a 
little tighter when you pass someone that doesn’t look like you or even the display of the confederate flag. All 
I think that people can legally do, but morally not the most acceptable. People committing these micro-
aggressions may not even be aware that they are doing so, so it doesn’t have to come from this evil place in 
their heart, you may just not be educated on some of these things. However, that doesn’t lessen the negative 
impact.  It is on each of us as individuals to educate ourselves on racism; acknowledge and confirm our biases 
because we all have them, regardless of whether they are racial or not; and to call an inequality when we see 
it. I hope that you are actively having conversations with people of color, since I am a white person I can’t 
speak for all black people.  It’s not the responsibility of any minority to explain or justify their trauma that they 
have faced. They don’t need the emotional labor of continuing to convince us that those exist and that it is a 
worthwhile cause for you to acknowledge.  This is something we are all guilty of turning a blind eye to and it is 
not up to them to catch us up to this point. To deny racism in Ashland is to deny the lived experience and the 
pain of our black and indigenous neighbors who live in Ashland. I don’t hate Ashland and I don’t hate America.  
On the contrary, I believe that if you love and care about something, you should want the best for them.  I 
want Ashland to be as beautiful on the inside as it is on the outside.  We appreciate the work you have done 
downtown and it looks wonderful, but we are hoping that we can do more community building and 
incorporate all people and to have these tough conversations.  These are tough conversations—they are 
uncomfortable. It’s uncomfortable to stand here and say that while all lives matter in theory, just saying that is 
problematic.  I don’t think you are a bad person for saying that and it is uncomfortable to say that white 
privilege is a thing. It is an uncomfortable thing for me to acknowledge and it’s just an uncomfortable 
conversation all around. I will be persistent and intentional.  Myself and others will continue to be present; will 



continue to speak up, racism is not a special interest and we will continue to demand change. What will you 
do?  Thank you. 
Lisa Shaffer stated that she doesn’t have as eloquent and long of a discussion about this, but was also 
prepared to talk to you before you said that you would no longer hear from us; and was prepared to talk 
about this term special interest and believe we need to look at that. Is it a special interest to look at racism? Is 
it only an interest of African-Americans? Is it only an interest of people of color?  Ms. Shaffer stated that she 
doesn’t believe it is; and believes that attacking racism and confronting racism and working with our own 
racism is an interest of all people.  If we live in a society with no racism, we all benefit. A town without overt 
racism such as the man who said,  "go home you f’n n" words to us; a town without that is a better town.  A 
town without systemic racism, a town without people who think this can just go away if we are quiet, is a 
better town. You might think it’s making our town ugly, but it’s a good thing that we are opening up the 
discussion. It’s a good thing that we are finally addressing something that has lived in Ashland for how long it 
has been here.  It has been here and we know it has been here. It’s okay and beautiful that it’s being discussed 
because that means we can take care of it. That mean we can make Ashland a safer, fairer, more equitable 
place for every Ashlander. Ms. Shaffer stated that she we implore the council not to silence them, instead to 
look at this as an opportunity to make your town truly sparkle.  It is not going to sparkle if you just shut us up. 
It is not going to sparkle if we say there is no racism; this isn’t our business. It is our business.  It is every 
human beings business to make this world safer, farer and kinder.  If you say it’s not your business, you should 
resign. That is absolutely negligent to say that you have no business to getting rid of racism in Ashland. It is 
your job. Ms. Shaffer stated that she is so happy to hear the comments that you made that you really do look 
at Ashland as a place where you don’t want racism and applaud that, but to shut us down is really not a good 
move and don’t think you want to do that.  Let’s work together, because if Ashland were the world’s 
headquarters of nice anti-racist people, we would have something to celebrate. It would truly be a town that 
sparkles. Thank you and please rethink that last statement because we really do want to keep the 
conversation going.  It will make our town better. Thank you. 
Mike Burroughs stated lynchings---come on? 
Ms. Coe stated that she did not say lynchings occur in Ashland. 
Mr. Burroughs stated that if you are going to stand on a corner with a sign implying that there are people who 
don’t agree with you about lives, no matter which one it is, and you don’t expect somebody to make a remark, 
you are on the wrong corner, folks.  People are going to remark. You’ve got your belief, they’ve got theirs. You 
can’t come up here and say we are all racist because somebody said something to you.  You were standing on 
the corner with a sign implying that I or one of you has a bias against some life. As far as racism, they are 
laying in your lap—do something about racism. Lay it in their lap---what do you want us to do? Point out the 
dog that bites.  We can’t hate all dogs because you or somebody got bit by one. Show me the racist and I will 
stand beside you.  Show me the racist and I will be there with you. I was told the last time I came up here that 
there were two clan members in this town and asked for their names, because I would have done something 
about it or at least tried.  I was told I couldn’t be told because it just wouldn’t be right. You’ve got to tell us 
what you want us to do; point out a racist—give me somebody, I will stand beside you, but you can’t just 
default to racism. You have to say “he or she” is a racist.  
 
Mr. Workman stated that we have heard opposing sides. Mr. Miller read a statement from council and he 
speaks for all of us within his statement which we’ve given twice before.  We are asking you not to use the 
council meetings as a forum or microphone to promote your organization, your club, your group and continue 
to call all of Ashland racist.  It’s just wrong. That is absolutely wrong and will say this, we will not be bullied.  
This council and this administration will not be bullied. We do not have to allow for public comment at these 
meetings. We do so as a courtesy. We want to hear from our constituents and appreciate their insight where 
we can’t be or aren’t. We can’t see everything, obviously. We appreciate that input, but we can tolerate your 
use of our meetings as a way to imply that everyone in Ashland is a racist.  We are not going to do it and if we 
have to use security, we will.  We will hear no more comments.  



 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:34p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 9-15-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


