
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday 

October 6, 2020 
At 

 7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

Pastor Dave McNeely began the meeting with an invocation. 
The meeting was called to order by council President, Steve Workman. 
 
ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller    Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held September 15, 2020 be approved as written 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES:  
Ordinance No: 50-20 
A.)AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATES FOR THE  FOLLOWING 
ATTACHED EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that the ordinance before you this evening is for expenditures that the city has incurred that exceed 
$3,000 that require your approval.  The purchase order was issued after the date of the invoice. They are regular 
operating expenses of the city.   
 

There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 

suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman. 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes:  Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 



Ordinance No: 51-20 
B.)AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CERTAIN LAND BELONGING TO THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO TO BE SOLD 
THROUGH THE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT CORPORATION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
 
Whereas, City of Ashland is the owner of certain land being a portion of Ashland County PPN: P43-184-0-0001-
00 as depicted in Exhibit A attached hereto; and 
Whereas, it is the determination of this Council that said property is not essential for municipal use of said City 
of Ashland, but is suitable for uses that will promote the welfare of the people of the City of Ashland, stabilize 
the economy, provide employment and assist in the development of industrial, commercial, distribution and 
research activities for the benefit of the people of the City of Ashland and will provide additional opportunities 
for gainful employment; and 
Whereas, this Council has previously enacted Ordinance 67-99, authorizing sale by the Community 
Improvement Corporation of such lands determined not essential for municipal use; and 
Whereas, this Council desires that said Community Improvement Corporation undertake to sell pursuant to 
the authority of Ordinance 67-99, and based on the terms and conditions of the attached Purchase 
Agreement, the real property being a portion of Ashland County PPN: P43-184-0-0001-00 as depicted in 
Exhibit A attached hereto. 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Ashland, State of Ohio, __members thereto concurring:  
Section 1.  That the Community Improvement Corporation be, and is hereby authorized and directed, pursuant 
to Ordinance 67-99 and the Purchase Agreement attached hereto to sell real property being a portion of 
Ashland County PPN: P43-184-0-0001-00 as depicted in Exhibit A attached hereto, which property this Council 
determines to be not essential for municipal use, but more appropriate for uses as set forth above.     
Section 2.  That in order to enable the implementation of the authorization set forth in Section 1 above, this 
Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure immediately necessary for the preservation of the public 
peace, property, health, safety and welfare.  
Section 3.  That this Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage by Council and 
approval pursuant to Section 12 of the Charter of the City of Ashland, Ohio 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 

Mayor Miller stated that this particular measure is basically authorizing the mayor and the city to move forward or 
asking permission to move forward with the sale of land in our industrial park for development.  This is the all of the land 
at the end of Ford Drive. We are talking about a parcel of about 26 acres at the cost of $260,000. This is a very unique 
property. It has been one of the hardest to market out at the industrial park because it’s not flat.  Not only is it not flat, it 
has a creek and a low lying water area. 

Mayor Miller stated that Jerry Baker Enterprises is interested in this land for the construction of a 210,000 sq. ft. 
warehousing facility that will be used by PCA. It is a $6million investment and in the short term they are expecting to 
create five jobs. That is what they are committing to in their enterprise zone agreement that we will discuss next. 

Mr. Miller stated that it serves two purposes—it would allow PCA to utilize a warehouse and also allows us to get rid of 
some property that would be very difficult to market otherwise. 

Mayor Miller stated that this is project that will serve and existing employer and one of our primary employers here in 
the city of Ashland.  PCA continues to grow and continue to be in need of additional warehouse space even beyond this 
project. 

Dr. Lawson questioned if there would be egress or access from Stoney Creek Road or will it all be exclusively on Ford 
Drive. 

Mayor Miller stated that it will all be on Ford Drive—however, it would be up to the township to decide that. 



Mayor Miller stated that the other thing to keep in mind is when we do sell land for economic development purposes; 
we sell it through The Community Improvement Corporation. So the ordinance is actually authorizing us to sell the land 
through The Community Improvement Corporation to the business entity. 

Attorney Bush stated along those lines, one eleventh hour change to the contract that was made that didn’t end up in 
the copy before you now is simply adding a signature line on the contract for The Community Improvement Corporation. 

Mr. Valentine stated that he had one question---Years ago, we sold Mr. Baker land and he tried parceling that out, now 
he can’t parcel that out any longer. 

Mayor Miller stated no.  The purchase agreement states that he has to use it for the intended purposes within 12 
months and after 12 months if he has not used it for this purpose, then the city has the legal right to purchase it back for 
the price he paid. 

There were no further questions 

Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes:  Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Ordinance No: 52-20 
C.) AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN ENTERPRISE ZONE TAX INCENTIVE APPLICATION FOR BAKER PROPERTIES 
ASHLAND, LLC WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the 
distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that many aspects of this ordinance have already been outlined.  To recap, what this ordinance is 
asking you to do is to enter into an Enterprise Zone tax incentive agreement with Baker Properties Ashland LLC. It would 
be providing a ten-year, seventy-five percent reduction in exchange for the construction of a $6million facility, 210,000 
sq. ft.  We would expect the annual payroll of the five employees to come in at the neighborhood of $200,000. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if this needed school approval. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it does not and they were actually sent notice of the application two weeks in advance of this 
meeting. 
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes:  Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 
 



Ordinance No: 53-20 
D.)AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the 
distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Testimony provided-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this ordinance also concerns the sale of public property currently owned by the city. We have 
talked about these properties in the past. These are located near Pentair. Quite honestly, as we have asked around of all 
the city officials that have been around city hall for some time, no one really has an answer or a thought of why the city 
would have ever wanted to acquire those properties other than there is a creek that runs through there. Basically, the 
creek is buried. We do know that we no longer need these parcels.  Not only do we no longer need them, but the 
adjacent property owners, in most instances, have been mowing them and maintaining them and are interested in 
them. Over the last year, as we have done our due diligence, we have come to the conclusion that we should make the 
decision to finally part with these. These are not highly valuable properties. According to the auditor’s assessed value, 
they all range at about $925/lot.  What is being recommended tonight is that we put these properties up for sale. The 
process would be that we would accept bids over the course of five weeks and the high bidder would get the property.  
The would have the option of bidding on individual properties or all of the properties combined and depending on what 
generated the most revenue that would determine who goes home with the property. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned since there is a waterway there, mostly underground, do we need to maintain any type of 
easement for access. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that it’s believed that there would be an easement for the culvert running through there. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that we would still have that maintenance. 
 
Mayor Miller stated here’s the deal it continues to erode on the side of some of the property owners that are adjacent 
to this and they are maintaining their side of the creek but asking if they can make additional changes or the city will 
make them for them and we are not willing to do that. It is best that we let them move forward with it. One is hoping 
that if she gets ahold of the property to construct a bridge over to the other mowed lot. This will be the best thing for 
everyone involved. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that one of the things that we have looked is all of the properties that the city owns. There are 
various properties all over the city. Hopefully, we are starting to divest ourselves of these properties.  Properties that 
maybe we hold right now and they are vacant; maybe we lease them currently; and I guess we are looking at it from a 
prospective—it’s not our job to be landlords. 
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward  
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
 
 



Ordinance No: 54-20 
E.) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 23-20 RELATIVE TO THE 2020 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
RESURFACING PROJECT WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO;  AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the 
distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Testimony provided-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated when the city applied for block grant funds about a year the project was decided that we would do 
resurfacing for the majority of that.  We also pay for fair housing administration for the community, as well as small city 
project that the city has identified as wanting to do. We completed those projects and in doing that the city is annually 
audited by the Department of Development. They send a couple regulators out to examine our books and to make sure 
that we have complied with the desires and direction of the grant application, which we did.  We did exactly as we said 
we were going to in the projects.  When we were completing our most recent block grant project, during that time we 
received a review from the previous grant period.  The Department of Development had strongly suggested that we 
utilize the block grant fund.  We put the money in there and then we spend it out of there, but when we were doing the 
resurfacing, we identified the project as a resurfacing project and used the street resurfacing fund for that. The audit 
said that you need to use the block grant fund. What this ordinance does is it amends Ordinance 23-20, identifying the 
block grant fund rather than the street resurfacing fund. 231 is the block grant fund and with that and the accompanying 
ordinance will then transfer our monies from the street resurfacing fund over to the block grant fund so that the city can 
comply with the regulations that The Department of Development wishes us to follow. It’s not that we have done 
anything wrong or improper; it’s just the fact that we used one fund and they would prefer that we would use a block 
grant fund instead. 
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson,   
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Ordinance No: 55-20 
F.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF A LAWSUIT AGAINST THE CITY OF ASHLAND AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the 
distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that several months ago we discussed this topic in an executive session before this case went to 
court.   
 
Attorney Bush stated as the Mayor eluded the council has been advised of this issue at least a couple times previously. 
There was a drainage issue and events taking place over 3 ½ years ago and we believe this is a fair settlement that will 
save the city some greater exposure in a trial and some special circumstances involved that we don’t anticipate 
repeating themselves. 



There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Ordinance No: 56-20 
G.) AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING FUNDS FROM ONE FUND TO ANOTHER; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the 
distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Testimony provided-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated this is the accompanying ordinance that was mentioned earlier when we were talking about the block 
grant funds. This will be moving $29,560.75 from the street resurfacing fund to the block grant fund.  The block grant 
fund did receive the other funding so there will be no additional expense that way.  It’s just moving the cities share over 
into the block grant fund. 
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Ordinance No: 57-20 
H.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC FOR CONSTRUCTION STAGE DESIGN-BUILD SERVICES FOR 
THE PROPOSED MAIN STREET PLAZA PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the 
distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with 
at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this is probably one of the most exciting things on the agenda tonight because we have been 
talking about this now for about three years. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that if you recall three years ago we enlisted the support of the Ashland County Community 
Foundation for an $80,000 grant to hire a professional community planning firm out of Columbus to help us come up 
with a targeted action plan for the city of Ashland.  We have stake holders from all around the community.  When it was 
all said and done, we came up with four basic projects that we wanted to pursue. One of those projects is what we 



commonly refer to as Main Street Plaza. This will not be the permanent name of this plaza, but that’s what we are calling 
it because it helps people identify where it is.   
 
Mayor Miller stated to put this into prospective if you can picture Ohio Fire Pizza, the open lot next to their patio, and 
was given to us by Matt Wurster so we can move forward with this new project.  The main entrance to Main Street Plaza 
would be from Main Street. The Plaza would be surrounded by a 1.8 ft. tall seat wall; brown brick wall with a concrete 
cap on it.  There will be a black iron archway atop that will hold the name of a donor in the community. The plaza would 
contain mature trees that will be lit.  The seat wall would have down lighting as well. The center will feature a green 
courtyard. Throughout the courtyard there will be bronze statues of a lion, a tiger and some bears. One of the most 
valuable features on the north side will be a pergola covered stage, handicapped accessible and completely wired so 
that outdoor events and concerts could be held there.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that tonight we are asking you to take the next step.  Several council meetings prior to this you 
graciously moved forward on hiring Simonson to do the design phase. If you authorize this tonight, Simonson 
Construction believes that it is actually feasible for them to think that they could get the wall constructed before the end 
of the year. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if there would be a process for reserving the stage and would it generate revenue. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that was a great question and had not been discussed to date.  
 
There were no more questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes:  Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
RESOLUTIONS: None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS:  None 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: Mr. Paxton stated that he had nothing further but would take questions. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if we are all set for salt. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that he was out by the salt dome the other day and it is completely full. 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Mr. Miller stated this it is not our project, but the clearing on State Route 42 is being done by 
the state. 
Mayor Miller said it is the Ohio Department of Transportation. 
 
Ms. Woodward stated that she had a few calls this week. One was in regard to Trick or Treat and was it still on. 
Mayor Miller stated that it will Thursday, October 29th from 5p.m to 7p.m. 
Ms. Woodward stated the other question was regarding Hess and Clark. 
Mayor Miller stated that they had just gone over to investigate how folks are getting into that building.  Hess and Clark is 
definitely a major public safety hazard in this community. Unfortunately, folks are going into that building and doing all 
sorts of things.  Most recently we witnessed several young people on the roof of that building in the middle of the rain. 
We are going to take the steps to secure it as best we can.  We already had it secured. It won’t eliminate all the 



opportunities for people to get in or on that building.  More importantly, over the last few weeks, we have been talking 
with a developer about taking that building down and redeveloping it. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that he had a resident contact him about repeated noise offense and would like to commend the 
police for the way they handled it; the way they treated the offender with courtesy and brought about a peaceful 
resolution. Regarding Councilman Miller’s comments on State Route 42---I live in that area and some people have been 
speculating that state was going to expand to 4 lanes or 2 separate roads. It’s good that has been cleared up. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that he attended the groundbreaking for the fire department-second station. It is so gratifying to 
see a vision come to reality. 
  
MAYORS COMMENTS: Mayor Miller stated that he has several items to discuss.  The first is 16 East Main Street—the 
metal paneling is in and Quality Masonry Company plans to begin installing on October 8th. 
On Election Day, our city transit will be providing free rides to the polls if you are within the city of Ashland. It will be 
provided for all of our city residents. If you are in the city of Ashland and need a ride to the polls, it’s best for you to call 
in advance to schedule for your ride.   
Also, our city police staffing levels as you know we have struggled to fill the ranks at the city police department. Fewer 
men and women are actually going through the academy. Today we received word that the academy that we received 
many of our new officers from doesn’t have enough applicants to have a session this coming timeframe so they are 
going to postpone it until into the next year. However, we know, if all goes as planned, we will have 30 officers here in 
place at the city. 
Our summer pavement program did come to an end with 14 streets being resurfaced in our city. The street that 
probably got the most hurray was Smith Road. 
Just a fun fact, obviously Brookside Golf Course has had a lot of bright spots over the several years with the new 
pavilion, the cart paths and just getting lots of good attention. In 2017, Brookside Golf Course was $179,000 in the red; 
in 2018, it was $55,000 in the red; 2019, it was cut in half again, only $26,000 in the red; as of now, Brookside Golf 
Course for 2020 is $70,000 to the positive.  
The Christmas tree lighting is being planned for December 5th in the evening and will bring back our fabulous downtown 
fireworks display. We also will have a parade, but the parade will be slightly altered this year.  The route may be changed 
so that people can social distance.  
Finally the last item would be a thank you to the folks at Substance Church, The Garden Club, The Garden Study Club of 
Ashland, our city street department and our parks department for transitioning downtown from those beautiful pink 
summer petunias to the wonderful autumn mums and the new autumn banners. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Tim Blackford stated that he would like to say thank you for the opportunity to 
speak and have two issues to speak on, but after some of the updates there is a third to address. You will have one 
group of people that are very disappointed to hear about possibly Hess and Clark coming down and those are your 
senior photographers, your wedding photographers who use that area as a backdrop many times. 
Mr. Blackford stated there are two issues to address.  The first is based on an article that he read on September 16 from 
Ashland Source and in the article, and do not have the direct quote, Mr. Workman you are quoted in it saying that the 
September council meeting would be the last time that you would hear from special interest groups including Colorful 
Ashland.  Mr. Blackford stated that he is not a part of this group and have never attended any of their meetings or 
events. Mr. Blackford stated that he was bothered by the comment. Regardless if someone is from a particular group, if 
they are a citizen of this community, it is felt that it is the council’s responsibility to hear from the community members. 
It is disturbing to hear an elected official say that they will no longer comments from their constituents. It is your 
responsibility, as an elected official, whether it be from someone who voted for or against you, for you to listen to them.  
As on owner of a private business, you would be correct in such a statement, but not as an elected official.   
Mr. Blackford stated that there are other modes of communication that these officials could address their issues or 
concerns with you, but from one particular friend of mine, she has shared through countless emails she received little to 
zero response from various members of city council. For some, this seems to be the only audience that they can receive 
from you. For me personally, there have been numerous times that I have either called Mayor Miller or texted him on 
his personal line and I appreciate him always taking my call and respond to my messages or texts. However, this does 
not seem to be the case with various others on the council. Secondly, to address our state’s mandatory mask policy—



numerous times in the Ashland Times-Gazette, on Ashland Source or on the Facebook page Ashland County Pictures, I 
have seen photos of our city’s elected not abiding by the states mandatory mask policy. It is understood that being 
outside may afford added protection. As a teacher, I am given the liberty, by my district to give my students five minute 
mask breaks when they are 6 ft. or more apart such as you are now.  However, two incidents have greatly bothered me. 
The first comes from the ribbon cutting ceremony of our new Putt-putt course. In the photos that were posted, there 
was a large group photo where people were not even one foot apart and it was a large group photo with many children. 
The second incident came from the Ashland Pregnancy Center Walk-Run in the Corner Park again where there was a 
large group photo that was taken and again people were shoulder to shoulder. It was not a city sponsored event, 
however, in attendance were many elected officials, both from the city and state, but cannot speak if any of you were in 
attendance though. As elected officials, it is your responsibility to set the example for the community and following what 
our governor has asked of all of our citizens and am aware of how unpopular this mask mandate is and realize that if for 
any reason my comments are made public there will be many online that feel it necessary to bash me or my opinion. 
That’s there right and I am not here to address their choice to not wear a mask or rather the choice of those in public 
office and the example they set. As a teacher and also a public employee, I am required to do so.  My students in high 
school are required to do so. Even my five year old kindergarten son is required to do so and he doesn’t complain about 
it. He loves that Chase from Paw Patrol is on his mask. As grown men and women sworn into public office, you too 
should have the obligation to obey our state’s orders regardless if you feel personally whether it is right or wrong. It 
would be my hope after seeing what happened at our President’s own outdoor event with his nomination for the 
Supreme Court, that you would re-examine the example you set for others as a leader in this community and one whom 
others look up to. Thank you for your time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss  
Moved by and seconded by to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive Session. 
Ayes:  
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION: 
Moved by and seconded  
Ayes:  
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION:  8:07pm 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
     (Word-Mins 10-6-20 RS.doc)          
                                Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


