
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday  

October 20, 2020 
 7:00 p.m. 

Third Floor, Municipal Building, Council Chambers 

The Meeting was called to order by council President, Steve Workman. 
Pastor Harry Strachan began the meeting with an invocation. 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held October 6, 2020 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 

 
LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 58-20 
A.)AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 7-20 RELATIVE TO THE 2020 US-250 CORRIDOR SANITARY 
SEWER STUDY PROJECT WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated earlier this year we hired a professional engineering consultant who specializes in waste 
water collection systems to evaluate our waste water collection system out on the 250 Corridor. Part of the 
reason why we did that is because this council has chosen in the last couple of years to rebuild some of that 
area out there. As a result, we have seen the addition of additional housing units in the form of apartments 
going up in that area.  
 
Mayor Miller stated as you might imagine, apartments and dwelling units generate a little bit more into our 
sewer system than what maybe a strip-mall might generate or some of the shopping plazas and complexes 
that are already out there. We hired this consultant to evaluate our system. One of the things that they did 
was to install four flow meters in our gravity sewer pipes to determine the flow in that area.  We need to 
figure out how much rain water and runoff is infiltrating into our sanitary system. It has been relatively dry 



over the last several months. We have not had enough rain to be able to establish a model for how much 
water infiltrates into our sewer system. As a result, we have had to extend that process and we actually rent 
those units. We are going to have to rent them for longer than what we originally expected.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that we also discovered that our city engineer was under the understanding that back in 
2000 a consultant had been hired by the city to establish a storm water model.  It is a computer model. It is 
basically a computer program that would allow the city, when we did have changes out there, we could 
change the numbers and it would tell us what we need to do to accommodate that; how much it would 
impact our system; how much more runoff would get into our sanitary and storm water system.  It turns out 
we don’t have such a model. Therefore, our city engineer is requesting that we have this consultant establish 
one of these models for us because we do think it will be a valuable tool as we move forward.  This is an 
adjustment to the original contract.  The original contract was $56,469. This would increase it to $89,297. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned how much longer would it be extended. 
 
Mayor Miller stated it would depend largely on the weather. They are trying to obtain enough data to 
establish a trustworthy enough computer model. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if they check it monthly. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he was not sure how frequently it is checked. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if the additional $43,000 will come out of the same budget line. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated yes. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Ordinance No: 59-20 
B.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT  FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE DIVISION OF FIRE OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; OBVIATING 
FORMAL ADVERTISING AND BIDDING; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that tonight we are going to be proposing or will be recommending to you in the form of 
the next several ordinances a number of significant purchases for the city of Ashland.  It is important for you to 



note as you have seen the ordinances and reviewed them before the meeting, the reason we are able to do 
this tonight is because we did receive our second round of COVID Cares Act Relief funding. In the first round, 
the city received approximately $315,000. We used a large portion of that to assist some of our smaller local 
business. We knew that the second round would be on the horizon. In the meantime, as our finance director 
shared with you at a previous meeting, we were told that if some communities did not spend all their money 
in Ashland County it would be returned to the auditor for redistribution.  In that redistribution, we received 
approximately $157,000 and shortly after we received our second allocation from the state of $730,000. We 
have been blessed to receive approximately $821,000 to use for the safety of our people, as well as the safety 
of our city employees. Basically to adapt to the many changes that are recommended by the CDC on how to 
keep our constituents and our employees safe.  That is the preface to several of these ordinances.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that if you will recall, in the first round of funding, it was proposed by our city Fire Chief 
and staff that we consider purchasing a new medic. A medic is what would be an ambulance, but it is an 
important part of our city fire departments operation and these funds would be used to purchase a new 
medic. Currently, we are suggesting that we purchase a brand new medic that would replace one of our 2013 
models. Upon purchasing this new medic, we would expect to place one that we currently have at our station 
number two which is currently under construction. This is a very valuable piece of equipment to secure at this 
time. What we are proposing is that we purchase this out of two fund line items.  Our COVID fund line item, 
which is 270; and fund 222.  Fund 222 is where we deposit the money from the contracts that we have with 
our townships and we use that money for equipping our fire department. We are not declaring, in this 
ordinance, the amount that will be taken from both funds just yet, but we are asking for authorization in what 
we are going to do as we finally see where all the COVID money goes. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if this will give them five units. 
 
Mayor Miller stated no that we will still have four and we plan to sell the 2013 model. To put this into 
prospective and why this is such a valuable purchase to the city, the estimated price tag of this vehicle is 
approaching $285,000. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if it was fully equipped. 
 
Chief Anderson stated no.  It’s a box with a chassis under it. 
 
Mayor Miller stated people will ask why we need four medics. Fire Chief Anderson gathered some 
information, and in 2019 we had 701 instances where we had 2 medic units out at the same time; there were 
211 times that we had 3 out at the same time. There were also several instances where some were being 
repaired so they were unavailable. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that if you would add an amendment to this ordinance to include digits 270 behind the 222. 
Those would be the funds used for this purchase.  It is important that the record shows that with the COVID 
money that we are utilizing, it was not the city’s intention to buy any of this equipment at this time.  In other 
words, in the 2020 appropriations, we budgeted nothing to replace this unit or any of the following units that 
we are going to be discussing this evening.  It is only because of the pandemic and the extra runs and the way 
we have to treat our patients and our customers and our employees and social distancing, the city did not 
appropriate any monies for any of these expenditures that are coming before you. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated unfortunately with the funding of this, the federal government filtered the money down to 
the state which then filtered on to the local governments, but the timing sequence was so limited that it really 
is making a lot of the local governments scramble to get this accomplished.  There was a final deadline today 



that we had to submit to the state; there is another filing deadline in November; and the final deadline is in 
December. If the city does not spend this money or commit it and then use the money for the pandemic, it all 
has to be returned to the state and the state has to return it to the federal government.  
 
Dr. Lawson stated Mr. Chairman that he moves to amend the ordinance to reflect the budget lines identified 
by Mr. Paxton. Ms. Woodward seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Ordinance No: 60-20 
C.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT  FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE DIVISION OF FIRE OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; OBVIATING 
FORMAL ADVERTISING AND BIDDING; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we are also recommending tonight that you consider purchasing two patient power 
load systems to be installed in our medic units.  These are systems that are designed to help lift the cot as we 
load them in the back of the medic units. This is a purchase that will be quite a help to our paramedics when 
they are on the scene.  The cost is not to exceed $90,000, and as you see in Section 2 we do expect to pay in 
its entirety out of our COVID fund 270. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller  
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Ordinance No: 61-20 
D.) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 11-14, RELATIVE TO SECTION 221.05 OF THE  CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO, RELATIVE TO THE ALLOCATION OF MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX 
FUNDS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 



Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine,  
 
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton 
 
Mr. Paxton stated as we were looking through the Codified Ordinance book with the law director we were 
discussing the income tax allocation. As you know, at the beginning of this year, we asked you to change the 
allocation because of the additional gas tax that the street division would be receiving. We changed the 
income tax allocation for the park and the street division.  With looking at that, unfortunately that was not 
ever codified.  It was approved by council within the appropriations. What this ordinance does is actually 
codify the percentages of both the one and a half percent income tax that we have collected for well over 25 
years, but it also codifies the additional half percent tax that the city also collects showing where the 
additional police and fire funding goes and that percentage allocation as well as the street resurfacing. This 
changes nothing as far as the way we are operating today. All it does is put it in the codification s and gets it 
into that book so that we have it in black and white, not just in the appropriations, but in the ordinance book 
itself. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson. Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
 
Ordinance No: 62-20 
E.)AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
EQUIPMENT FOR THE ENGINEERING DIVISION AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, 
OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that this particular ordinance we are looking to purchase an additional truck for our 
engineering division.  This would be driven by our city engineer who currently does not have a vehicle. This 
will also allow the employees in that section to not have to travel together in the same vehicle.  
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 



Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Ordinance No: 63-20 
F.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT  
FOR THE PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND,  
OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated we are proposing that we purchase additional pick-up trucks for our city street 
department. Once again this will allow folks to spread out and be able to avoid having everyone ride to the 
worksite together. 
 
Mayor Miller asked if the ordinance needed amended to correct the account number. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that it would and if you could strike out the 202 and insert 270 into the section that will 
identify the fund that needs to pay for these. 
 
Mr. Valentine moved to amend the account number funding the purchase of these vehicles. Ms. Woodward 
seconded the motion. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Workman that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Ordinance No: 64-20 
G.) AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE  INSTALLATION OF 
VENTILATION AND CONDITIONED AIR IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
  



Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we would like to redo the ventilation system and HVAC system on the third floor of 
this building. The estimated price tag for doing so is $48,230.  This will allow us to bring fresh air into the 
building.  
 
Mr. Paxton stated that he would like to ask if you will amend this ordinance.  It is showing a 405 account 
number. 
 
It was stated that council had a corrected ordinance and there would be no need to amend the ordinance. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Ordinance No: 65-20 
H.) AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE  PURCHASE OF 
EQUIPMENT FOR THE ENGINEERING DIVISION AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, 
OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 

Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we are recommending the purchase of a Ford Explorer for the engineering section. 
This would be used by our GIS individual, but this could also be available to anyone in this building who might 
need to use it. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
RESOLUTIONS: None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: none 



  
Testimony provided by- 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Proposed Barbed Wire Fencing-Simonson Construction 2112 Troy Road 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated that our friends at Simonson Construction are expanding their footprint there and they 
are adding a storage area behind their office building. They are installing a fence around that storage area and 
are requesting permission from the council to install barbed wire. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to approve the installation of barbed wire fencing. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:   Mr. Paxton stated that they are working on the 2021 appropriations. Hopefully, we will 
have something for you to look at relatively soon. Within the appropriations for 2021, we will be asking to 
develop a couple of debt retirement funds; one for the water fund and one for the sewer fund. We are trying 
to restructure some of the ways that the city pays some of its debt and moving that money to a bond 
retirement fund for the water and sewer fund. Other than that, we are working toward that and slowing 
getting to the end of the year, so we are working at trying to get some things cleaned up. Some of the vendors 
that we have used, most recently we have discovered we did not have a current W-9 on file.  That is 
something that we are now having to enforce in an effort to ensure that all the current vendors that the city 
does business with that we have a W-9 for them.  That is a requirement that we now have to follow, as well as 
other businesses.  
 
Mr. Workman questioned if the income taxes are still coming in. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated that October 15th was the deadline for all those who filed for an extension. We are working 
through those tax returns at this point.  Unfortunately, with the extensions moving back to October 15th, that 
moves our collection process back if someone has not filed, which is forcing the tax department, in 
cooperation with the law director’s office and the court system and we are now spending days working some 
of those that have not filed taxes with us into the court process and working through that arrangement.  
The tax revenues are holding fairly consistent at this point according to our projections. November will give us 
a much clearer picture for where we will end up for the end of the year. For those folks who have not filed or 
paid their taxes with the city, we strongly advise them to contact the tax department and get that taken care 
of quickly. 
 

             COUNCIL COMMENTS:   Mr. Workman stated that he received a call this week regarding fast moving cars in 
their neighborhood. Mr. Workman stated that he contacted the Mayor’s office who then contacted the chief 
to address the matter and there could be some increased patrolling regarding this. 

         Mr. Miller stated that noticed a lot of people raking their leaves to the curb and just a couple of reminders that pick up 
         doesn’t start until November 2nd. Also, a lot of the leaves are out on the street. Please rake them to the curb not 
         out on the street. It is very dangerous for drivers, motorcyclists, bicyclists and pedestrians. 
         Ms. Woodward stated that she also received some speeding calls and Chief Marcelli is on it with extra patrol at those 
         areas. The Pump House corridor, if you haven’t driven there, do so.  It’s so green. 
         Dr. Lawson stated that everyone was excited to open up the Wells Road Extension today. It opens up about 108 acres.  
                    



MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that he wanted to than Dr. Lawson for bring that up, because it is 
a big deal.  Back in 2018, the city of Ashland sold land that we no longer needed that was located outside the 
city corporation limit up 250 on the east side. We auctioned off that land and we committed at that time that 
we would use the proceeds from the sale of that land for economic development projects as well as 
community revitalization projects. One of the first projects we prioritized was the installation of the Wells 
Road extension.  It will be an important road.  It will open up 57 acres on the north side and 51 acres on the 
south side of Wells Road and adds additional lane miles worth of frontage.  That is very important for 
companies looking for a site that they can build a new facility upon. That is a good investment. To show you 
that it matters, it was shared with a group earlier today that we have already an international prospect come 
to the industrial park and the only reason why we made the short list is because we could take them to Wells 
Road and show them a site right there off of Wells Road.  
Mayor Miller stated that the leaves are falling and you may already see city crews in some neighborhoods 
picking up leaves before November 2nd, but everything officially starts November 2nd.  If you are wondering 
when we are going to come to your neighborhood, then you do need to look online so you can check out the 
city’s Facebook page or our city website and that will spell out the period we hope to come out to your 
neighborhood.  
Mayor Miller stated two items to mention tonight—Something has changed on Main Street, there are people 
on Main Street. If you are paying attention, just about every hour of the day there are now people walking up 
and down Main Street. We have hit a critical point where we have enough restaurants to generate interest 
that people are actually make the trip downtown that might not have made that trip before to access our 
downtown. As a result, parking is becoming an issue. Even though we have city parking lots jut about a block 
away from just about every area on Main Street, people are not familiar with those lots or are not used to 
using them. As a result, we are going to be making some changes in the coming weeks and months ahead to 
parking downtown. The parking spots on Main Street are two hour parking spots.  We have not actively 
enforced that because we have never had a reason to over these last several years. However, it’s now 
becoming an issue because they are parking and keeping their car there the whole business day and so on. We 
are going to have to look at enforcement in that regard.  Also, with the addition of Ohio Fire Pizza, with the 
addition of Rita Edward’s gift shop, and with situation with the ATown Tap, we are receiving requests to 
reserve spots, or turn spots in front of those entities into loading zones and in some instances pick-up zones. 
For example, Ohio Fire would like at least one to two spots in front of their restaurant so that when you order 
your pizza you can quickly pull in, run in and get your pizza, and leave. Those are things we haven’t had to deal 
with here any time in recent memory. 
Mayor Miller stated that we now, with the help of the city engineer’s staff, have put together a plan to turn 
Third Street back into a two-way street. This would be from Cottage Street to Union Street only.    
Mayor Miller stated that he would like to request an Executive Session for the consideration of dispensation of 
city owned property.                                                   
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Lila Koch-415 Miller Street.  Mrs. Koch stated that she had a question in 
regard to changing Fourth Street from Union to Miller and the light at Union and Fourth Street—can the stop 
light be put back there. If you are going up Fourth Street by Johnson’s, you have to pull out almost into the 
street to see. 
Mayor Miller stated that we are very familiar with that situation. When you are heading west on Fourth Street 
and you pull up to the Union intersection, and right now we have a flashing red light, the Johnson building is 
built so close to the street that you cannot see around that building easily. The original intention was to keep 
it a flashing light until traffic started to pick up, but we see there is an issue there. 
Mrs. Koch stated that she would like to address the council about 610 Miller Street on the corner of Fifth and 
Miller. The building that used to be the lumber company—that property is a junk yard. There are weeds out 
over the street on Fifth Street. 



Mayor Miller stated that we are very aware of that area and your councilperson, Councilwoman Woodward 
and the engineer from the building and zoning office has sent out a formal citation, but not sure what the 
response has been. 
 
Lisa Shaffer stated that she preferred to give her address in writing. Ms. Shaffer stated that she is here with 
several questions. The first question is that she just needs to understand a little better how the council works 
and wondered if someone could explain to her—a lot of ordinances were passed tonight, but when is the 
public allowed to comment on those ordinances. When is the public comment for each of the ordinances that 
are passed? 
 
Mr. Workman stated that we are elected officials each to represent a ward of the city. We don’t bring up 
ordinances for public comment unless it’s a public hearing item. 
 
Ms. Shaffer stated that for her it’s a learning experience because she has been to city council meetings in 
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and California, probably 30 different councils and has never seen this structure 
before. Ms. Shaffer that she has always seen public comment before money is spent and confused on how the 
public is supposed to have input when money is spent. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that you might want to relate to the federal congress who is elected to represent their 
respective areas and districts and states. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that the agenda and all the items that are going to be considered by the council, unless 
someone submits something new, are posted on Friday before the meeting.  
 
Ms. Shaffer stated that this is something completely foreign to her as an American, but for someone who has 
never really watched this particular body function, because I always thought that people could talk about how 
money is spent. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that if you have a question regarding the finances or anything for your particular 
councilperson, we are happy to address it. 
 
Ms. Shaffer stated that the second thing is that Ashland is getting a lot of new cars with the COVID so that 
people can socially distance while they are working. It is suggested, however, that it is also helpful not to have 
them so close together for photo opportunities, because that is putting them at risk and especially when they 
are first responders and it would be really nice to see in the newspaper that the city is respecting their health 
not just when they are in their cars, but also if they are going to have a photo taken and hope to see some 
changes and hopes that everyone stays healthy. 
 
Ms. Shaffer stated that the last thing she wanted to ask about was she understands that the city is extremely 
concerned about unauthorized art and unauthorized graffiti. Ms. Shaffer asked what the city’s plan is for the 
city income tax building. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he assumed she was talking about the wall behind the building. 
 
Ms. Shaffer stated yes. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we have not intentions of painting anything on that wall. 
 
Ms. Shaffer questioned if the graffiti was okay? 



 
Mayor Miller questioned is there graffiti on it? 
 
Ms. Shaffer stated yes.  It’s been there for about four or five years. It is graffiti that is cryptic. It is symbols and 
good be something very bad. It might be something playful, but it also could be something very, very bad. 
There is a crown and then a W under the crown. It might be worth looking into what it is. 
 
Mr. Paxton stated what she is referring to is about five years ago the city experienced some graffiti being 
painted on different buildings. On the back of the tax office, there is some graffiti that has been there for five 
years. It’s starting to fade. It’s still obvious if you look at it. It’s not visible from the road unless you come 
around the back of the parking area where the Amish house their horses.  She is correct. There is some graffiti 
and it’s been there for a good number of years. 
 
Ms. Shaffer stated that she thinks it would be worth figuring out what the symbols were just in case it’s 
something that would disrupt and disturb individuals in our city. It could be playful. It could be just a joke, but 
it also could be something that is very, very harmful and sure that the city of Ashland would not want to hurt 
anybody with cryptic messages. There are a few other things that are super cryptic and appreciate that 
because it was super important that we white washed the mural and it’s only literally only 16 steps away from 
that. 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS DISPENSATION OF CITY 
PROPERTY: 8:15 pm 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson to adjourn from Regular session to Executive session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION: 8:47 pm 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Executive session to Regular session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 8:48 pm 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 10-20-20 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


