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Ashland City Council  

 
MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION OF COUNCIL 

Wednesday, November 4, 2020 10a.m. 

Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building   

 
Council President Steve Workman called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Ward 1:   Steve Workman     Present 
Ward 2:   Robert M. Valentine                 Present 
Ward 3:   Dennis Miller   Excused 
Ward 4:   Angela Woodward    Present 
At Large: Dan Lawson    Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Approve the Absence of Council Member-Dennis Miller 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Valentine to excuse Mr. Miller from the meeting. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Ms. Woodward, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Workman 
 
LEGISLATION: 
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 74-20 
A) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CERTAIN LAND BELONGING TO THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO TO BE SOLD THROUGH 
THE COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT CORPORATION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
Ordinance was read in full by Council President, Steve Workman 
 
Whereas, City of Ashland is the owner of certain land in Ashland County commonly referred to as the Hess & Clark 
Facility, PPN: P43-184-017-0-0072-00 and PPN: P43-017-0-0062-00; and 
 
Whereas, it is the determination of this Council that said property is not essential for municipal use of said City of Ash-
land, but is suitable for uses that will promote the welfare of the people of the City of Ashland, stabilize the economy, 
provide employment and assist in the development of industrial, commercial, distribution and research activities for 
the benefit of the people of the City of Ashland and will remove a public safety hazard; and 
 
Whereas, this Council has previously enacted Ordinance 67-99, authorizing sale by the Community Improvement Cor-
poration of such lands determined not essential for municipal use; and 
 
Whereas, this Council desires that said Community Improvement Corporation undertake to sell pursuant to the au-
thority of Ordinance 67-99, and based on the terms and conditions of the attached Purchase Agreement; now there-
fore, 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Ashland, State of Ohio,     members thereto concurring:  
 
Section 1.That the Community Improvement Corporation be, and is hereby, authorized and directed, pursuant to Or-
dinance 67-99 and the Purchase Agreement attached hereto, to sell real property of Ashland County P43-184-017-0-
0072-00 and PPN: P43-017-0-0062-00 commonly referred to as the Hess & Clark Facility, which property this Council 
determines to be not essential for municipal use, but more appropriate for uses as set forth above.  
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Section 2.Council further finds that the condition of the subject property constitutes a real and present emergency 
and danger pursuant to R.C. 735.051 and as such obviates competitive bidding as to the demolition and removal work 
pertaining to the structures located thereon.    
 
Section 3.That in order to enable the implementation of the authorization set forth in Section 1 above, this Ordinance 
is declared to be an emergency measure immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, property, 
health, safety and welfare.  
 
Section 4.  That this Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage by Council and approval 
pursuant to Section 12 of the Charter of the City of Ashland, Ohio. 
 
Testimony by-Assistant Law Director, Andrew Bush 
 
Attorney Bush stated that there is one minor revision in the first listed parcel number, the numbers 184 can be stricken.  
That is not part of that parcel number. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that over the last several months, we have been working on the Hess and Clark facility. Those that 
have followed the story know that this has been a challenge for this community for several decades trying to figure out 
how to address what was increasingly becoming a public safety hazard. In recent years, in fact at the end of 2019, we 
were successful in negotiating the taking over ownership of the Hess and Clark building from the previous private owner. 
We did that, not because we wanted to own Hess and Clark, but because we wanted to set the stage for being able to 
remove the structure. Of course, as time went on we wanted to make sure that we had the Pump House site cleaned up 
before we took on the task of removing Hess and Clark.  However, fortunately, during the last several weeks we have 
been able to work with a developer on a deal that will eliminate that facility in our community.  Today, what we have 
before us is an ordinance to sell the Hess and Clark property to the developer Abacus Industrial Development and they 
would be purchasing the property from the city for $100.  They will be purchasing the property from the city for $100, 
however, as part of this purchase agreement, they are going to remove the facility; both buildings on both sides of 7th 
Street and they anticipate completing the work within six to nine months. We’ve been told by the developer that their 
plan is to have it down much sooner.  They will remove the structure down to the concrete slab and at that time, once it 
meets our expectation, then they would take ownership of the property. This is the exciting part, whereas, I think in the 
past we have always just considered the notion of how do we get the building down with no thought of what we could 
put there.  This developer intends to, as soon as they get the building down, to construct what they referred to as a data 
center on that site. Right now, and again none of this is set in stone, but some of the figures that are being thrown 
around is possibly creating an 85,000 sq. ft. data center on that site.  It would not only put that site back on the tax rolls 
so that the county and the city would benefit from that being privately owned, but it would also bring commercial activi-
ty-business activity to that site and as well as jobs. Now it’s not a lot of jobs and if you are familiar with what a data cen-
ter is, this is a giant server room, where all of these online transactions that you and I conduct when we purchase goods; 
this is a data center where in some cases all that digital information is all uploaded and downloaded as they prepare to 
get our packages to our front doorstep.   
 
Mayor Miller stated what is so important we will be getting rid of a true danger to this community. In recent weeks, you 
have seen pictures of young people on the roof of the Hess and Clark building.  Regardless of the situation, they 
shouldn’t be on the roof of the building, but the unfortunate thing is that roof is caved in in places. That building is dete-
riorating fast and our own police and fire do not want to go into that building and yet we know people are inside that 
building on a regular basis.  Today it is our opportunity to act on taking the first step to remove that building. In addition, 
as part of this agreement, we are going to assist with some of the asbestos remediation activity, but the demolition, of 
course will be covered by the buyer. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that something that he thought of and that was briefly touched on that the 85,000 sq. ft. building 
would be on the south side of 7th Street and the north side would be converted into a parking lot. Dr. Lawson questioned 
if the developer was going to convert that into a parking lot. 
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Mayor Miller stated absolutely and would assume that it would be paved. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned what the noise level would be when the demolition begins. I know they mentioned what 
hours they will be working—what hours will they be so that we can let the neighbors know in that area what they are. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that in the city they are not to be starting before 7a.m. and after 9p.m. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned how many time in which they might have to impede traffic on Union or Orange Street during the 
demolition. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that they haven’t received any indication of that, but if that comes, we will make sure that we get 
the word out. 
 
Mr. Workman stated that knowing this didn’t happen overnight and on behalf of the council would like to commend the 
Mayor’s good work behind the scenes and the law director’s office was quite involved in this. Thank you for what ap-
pears to be a grand opportunity. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if the law director’s office was satisfied with the terms of the agreement. 
 
Attorney Bush stated yes. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that one of the key caveats is they do not get ownership of the site; we will enter into the purchase 
agreement, but they do not get ownership of the site until the building is down and until the site is cleaned up; and at 
that time, when it meets our expectations, they would take ownership for redevelopment. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading, as amend-
ed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Ms. Woodward, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Workman. 
Mr. Miller was absent and excused. 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be 
suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Ms. Woodward, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Workman. 
Mr. Miller was absent and excused 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Ms. Woodward, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Workman. 
Mr. Miller was absent and excused 
 
Mr. Miller asked that it be notated that he was supportive of this ordinance and decision. 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM SPECIAL SESSION:  10:18a.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn meeting. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Ms. Woodward , Mr. Valentine, Mr. Workman 
Mr. Miller was absent and excused. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted by 
      Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins SS 11-4-20.doc) 


