
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held December 15, 2020 be approved. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the minutes of the Special Session of City Council 
held December 30, 2020 be approved. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 1-21 
A.) AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PLAT OF WALNUT CREEK AND MAGNOLIA DRIVE,  WOODVIEW 
HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION, OWNER, IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND  CONFIRMING THE 
DEDICATION OF THE STREET AND UTILITY EASEMENTS SHOWN THEREON 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by- Mayor, Matt Miller 

 
Mayor Miller stated this first ordinance has to do with dedicating streets, sanitary and storm sewer lines out in 
the Woodview homeowner’s area off of Mifflin Avenue. Tonight we are talking about Magnolia Drive and 
Walnut Creek.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that approximately 16 years ago when that development first began. H&H was the 
developer at the time and they began building the condominiums that are now on those two streets.  At that 
time, the developer made the decision to keep those private streets instead of dedicating them to the city. 
Over the years, the various property owners in that homeowner’s association came to the conclusion that 
they would like to dedicate those streets to the city for future maintenance needs. The two streets in question 
do meet the majority of the city’s standards. The two exceptions are, they were actually constructed with an 



inverted crown and they do not have public sidewalks like you find in many neighborhoods. These are 
concrete streets and for the most part are in good shape. In addition to the streets, we also, tonight, if you 
choose to take action, would be committing the water lines and the storm and sanitary sewers as well. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if the city engineer has looked at the storm drains. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we inspected them when they were constructed and they are much newer than most 
of our lines throughout the city.  
 
Mr. Workman questioned if these streets had been privately maintained up until now. 
 
Mayor Miller stated yes and this would mean that now they would be maintained by the city and the snow 
plowing and all of that activity would be completed by the city. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned if the city would be putting in sidewalks. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we would not be putting in sidewalks right away.  
 
Mr. Miller questioned other than the street maintenance, there is no additional cost. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that is correct other than the maintenance of water lines, storm and sanitary sewer. 
 
Dr. Lawson questioned if there were street lights there. 
 
Mayor Miller stated no.   
 
There are automatic drive lights that are kept bright enough to serve that purpose and there is one in front of 
every property. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned if there is any difference in the maintenance of a concrete street than an asphalt 
street and how would that look if there was damage and it had to be dug up. 
 
Mayor Miller stated yes. 
 
Mr. Valentine stated that asphalt used to be considered temporary and was a lot cheaper, now it’s a wash and 
the same cost.  
 

There were no further questions. 

Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
 



Ordinance No: 2-21  
B). AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN ENTERPRISE ZONE TAX INCENTIVE APPLICATION FOR LIPPERT ENTERPRISES, Inc. 
WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO. 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 
the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes:   Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 

 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 

Mayor Miller stated that we are all familiar with Lippert Enterprises. Lippert Enterprises actually came to the 
city about 20 years ago.  They built their first building here in 1995 and several years later built the corporate 
office.  This is a great local company that has continued to grow here and not only continued to grow here, but 
consolidated all their operation here in Ashland.  Tonight they are coming to us with this request.  They would 
like to construct a new 122,400 sq. ft. facility. It would be a warehouse facility. They expect to invest a little 
over $8 million in the construction of this new facility and expect that it will lead to the creation of 
approximately 4 full-time permanent additional jobs.  More importantly, they believe that this will help them 
to retain the 50 full-time jobs and 4 part-time jobs and will help to retain those 54 employees.  

Mayor Miller stated that the request is right in line with what we have supported for some of our other long 
time businesses out in the Industrial Park.  They are asking for a 75 percent abatement for a ten year period. 
One item to add and the reason for this last minute confusion is, these agreements are reviewed both by our 
law director’s office as well as our county prosecutor’s office, because after the City Council acts on this 
legislation, then it goes before the County Commissioners for their approval. The county prosecutor’s office 
would like to change a word on page 3 of the agreement, under item 2, first paragraph.  

There were no further questions 

Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 

RESOLUTIONS: None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
  
Testimony provided by- 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Liquor Permit- Transfer From: Ashland Wing Company LLC-DBA Buffalo Wild Wings 
                                                           To:  JDB Restaurant Inc-DBA Buffalo Wild Wings 
                                                                           
Testimony provided by-  
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that there would be no hearing  



Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: Larry Paxton stated that I distributed to you this evening a Cash Position Statement. As of 
this afternoon, that will close the financial books of the city. We are now in the 2021 accounting period. We 
have begun that process.  Shortly, you will receive a trial balance along with the cash position statement as 
well as a revenue report showing how the city faired in an unusual year. Essentially, we did fairly well 
considering all that we went through over the year. We took a considerable amount of money in with our 
COVID 19 funding from the Federal and State governments.  We are very fortunate that these financial 
documents that are being shared with you this evening probably would look a little different if we would have 
not had that opportunity to do that. We also received a substantial rebate from the Bureau of Worker’s 
Compensation, which also helped build some of these cash balances up in those departments.  The cash 
balances are not just something that we would keep in a piggy bank, it is something that each of the 
departments and funds listed on these positions will be to utilize for us to get back to business in the 
beginning of the year. It is a requirement that we carry some cash forward. Despite all that we went through 
in 2020, the city’s finances are in a much better position than what could have been. 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS: Mr. Miller stated that he has a compassionate plea. There are occasions that have 
been brought to my attention at several houses where there are flags displayed that have vulgar language and 
profanity on them. We all understand the political climate is charged right now and everybody is equally 
passionate about their candidates and their issues. Mr. Miller stated that he begs you to please not display 
those flags. We as adults can ignore that, but you have these streets where many children are going by and it’s 
just an unfortunate situation that this needs to be addressed. There is no ordinance that we can pass to 
prohibit that, it’s all protected under freedom of speech. We are not alone.  There have been many 
communities throughout the country that have faced a similar situation.  They try to go through the legal 
battle and it is futile.  It is totally protected. All we can do is try to plead on behalf of the children not to put 
those flags out. 
Ms. Woodward stated that she has had many calls about downtown and all the new things that are happening 
and want to say thank you to all the business owners that getting their fronts all cleaned up. 
Dr. Lawson wished everyone a Happy New Year and stated that he is looking forward to 2021. We have some 
really exciting things that are going to be happening for the city and throughout the year.  Dr. Lawson stated 
that he has had several inquiries, more out of curiosity, about the new development going in off of Mifflin and 
someone else asked about the progress on the Hess and Clark building. 
Mr. Workman stated that the fire station is coming along and glad to see that they can move forward despite 
the weather. 
  

MAYORS COMMENTS: Mayor Miller stated in regard to the finance director’s presentation one of the unique 
things about past year is that the city of Ashland was able not only to finish with such a handsome balance, 
but we also were able, in the midst of all that was going on, serve as a conduit to pass money to our local 
business that were in need. We ended up providing approximately $200,000 worth of relief funds to our local 
small businesses.  
Mayor Miller stated in regard to Mr. Miller’s comments about the flags, we do continue to receive the calls 
about some of the political flags that do have foul language on them and he is absolutely right, the Ohio 
Municipal League has put out extensive information making us all aware of the fact that it is protected under 
the First Amendment. However, Mr. Miller took a wise approach by encouraging people to consider who all 
does, in fact, see those flags when they are flying out front. 
Mayor Miller stated in regard to the lights downtown, on Thursday is when the lights will start coming down. 
Mayor Miller stated that there are two parts to Hess and Clark. Today, they were supposed to have begun 
removing asbestos from the Hess and Clark building. That is the first step before demolition begins. If all went 
as planned, the work of removing the asbestos should have begun today. Demolition is expected to start 



January 15th. Between January 15th and 20th, you should start to see some noticeable action there as they start 
dismantling the building. 
Mayor Miller stated in regard to the material that exists on our Pump House property, this would be the 
material that is under the tarp, we have had crews in there assessing that material and at next council meeting 
we plan to bring to you a contract to remove that debris and dispose of it properly.  
Mayor Miller stated that the one item to comment on in particular tonight, but won’t be able to be more 
specific because none of our local officials have the information in its entirety to be able to talk in detail about 
this, but that is the administration of the vaccine for the COVID virus here in our county. Some things that you 
might be interested in knowing are: Our Ashland County Health Department has received and most likely by 
tomorrow will have administered almost 300 doses of the vaccine. They are expecting another shipment 
Monday of another 100 doses and they have been coming in waves like that, but they have been coming in 
according to the state’s schedule and not the county Health Department schedule. We are relying on the state 
as to when we get those vaccines here in this county. We are following the guidance put forth by the state on 
who receives the vaccine. That is important so that you know that it’s not the Ashland County Health 
Department or the Board of Health here in Ashland County or City that is determining the order as to which 
individuals receive that vaccine.  It is also worth noting that the county Health Department receives their 
vaccines, but at the same time, the hospital is also receiving vaccines and they are in the process of 
vaccinating those staff members on their payroll and all of our long-term care facilities.  All of that is entirely 
separate from the Ashland County Health Department. The reason we are sharing this is because we know 
people have a lot of questions. This is largely out of the Ashland County Health Department’s hands; who gets 
what when.  
Mayor Miller stated that people are calling the Health Department asking if they can get on the list. There is 
no waiting list for the vaccine.  The Health Department is not maintaining a waiting list. When it does become 
available for the general population, it’s not just the Health Department that will be able to administer it. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:   
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Moved by and seconded by to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive Session to discuss real estate and 
possible litigation. 
Ayes:  
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION:   
Moved by and seconded by  
Ayes:  
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:31p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 1-5-21 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


