
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by Dennis Miller. 
 
Mr. Miller asked for a motion to excuse the absence of Steve Workman. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Mr. Miller asked for a motion for the appointment of Dennis Miller as president pro tem. 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Mr. Valentine 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Excused 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held February 2, 2021 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused. 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 7-21 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATES FOR THE  FOLLOWING 
ATTACHED EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused 
 
Testimony provided by-Finance Director, Larry Paxton. 
Mr. Paxton stated that this ordinance concerns a purchase that was made and the dollar amount exceeds the $3,000 
that can be approved in the finance department. It was an anticipated expenditure. Unfortunately it fell at the very end 
of the accounting period last year, which caused the purchase order not to be able to be issued before the end of that 
accounting period. It still remained at above the $3,000 limit.  
 
There were no further questions. 



Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  
Resolution No: 2-21 
A.) A resolution authorizing the filing of (an) application(s) with the Ohio Department of Transportation by 
the City of Ashland for grants through the US DOT Federal Transit Administration (FTA), as authorized under 
Federal Transit Laws, as codified, 49 USC Section 5311, Formula Grants for Rural Areas, Ohio’s Rural 
Transportation Program, 49 USC Section 5339, Grants for Buses and Bus Facilities, Ohio’s Bus and Bus 
Facilities Transportation Program, SFY2022 Ohio Transit Partnership Program (OTP2), SFY2022 Rural Transit 
Program (RTP), SFY2022 State of Ohio Elderly and Disabled Transit Fare Assistance Program(E&D) and 
executing a contract with the Ohio Department of Transportation upon project approval; and declaring an 
emergency.              
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Resolutions as 
the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused. 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
Mayor Miller stated you are very well aware of the fact that here in the city of Ashland we do have a public 
transit system.  Although it does not include routine bus stops like you might see in larger metropolitan areas, 
we do have a variety of vehicles that we use throughout the year to offer approximately 30,000 rides. Those 
are taking individuals everywhere from visiting a family member to the grocery store, to taking someone to a 
doctor’s appointment, airport rides and so on. It is a service that is important to the people of Ashland and it 
continues to grow year after year. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that each year, at budget time, are transit coordinator, Liz McClurg, puts together a 
budget for the upcoming year. As you are no doubt already aware, each year a majority of the funding for this 
service that we provide to our citizens comes through a variety of grants. For those who are listening in on the 
conversation, you may not know it but the public transit system here in Ashland is run out of city hall. It is 
tucked away in a small corner of this building and all of the vehicles sit in the back of our city parking lot here 
at city hall.  
 
Mayor Miller stated that we currently have 14 employees that work for our Ashland Public Transit. Twelve of 
those individuals are full-time and we have 9 vehicles. Those vehicles range in size from a small mini-van to a 
larger bus-type vehicle.  
 
Mayor Miller stated what you have before you tonight is a request to adopt a resolution that will allow the city 
and our transit coordinator to apply for these state or federal grants. The key is and maybe the most 
important element is this: If you choose to move forward with this resolution to allow her to apply for these 



grants, you are committing the city to $176,000 toward our public transit. In exchange for our local investment 
of $176,000, we will gain $784,000 worth of grant funding. It is certainly something we want to take 
advantage of. You are just authorizing us to apply for the grants and saying that we would be willing to put up 
the local match for those grants. 
 
Mr. Miller questioned that when he was looking through the budget there was a Federal Stimulus—is that 
COVID related? 
 
Ms. McClurg stated no, this is for 2022. 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Resolution be passed on the first reading 
only. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused. 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
  
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: None    
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS: Ms. Woodward stated that she received a few phone calls last night asking if there was 
going to be trash pickup this morning.  
Dr. Lawson stated that he received a letter from a local congregation requesting if they could have transit 
operations on Sunday morning to take people to and from church. This was tried a few years ago and the 
bottom line is that it does not generate enough revenue to pay the drivers and operate the vehicles. It’s a 
great idea, but we don’t believe that we could get enough riders to be able to do that. Also, the street 
department did a great job clearing the streets. 
Mr. Miller stated that for the amount of snow that fell in that short a period of time, the streets were 
relatively clear in the morning. 
Mayor Miller stated, before we move from the subject of transit, there was a time when we did offer those 
rides on Sunday. However, we stopped providing them because no one was taking advantage of them. There 
is a list maintained, by transit, for every time we declined a ride request from one of our local citizens. For 
example, because we receive all of these grants and because we are in the business of providing numbers to 
all of these different agencies, we keep track of every time someone calls and asks us to provide a ride and we 
can’t provide it. We looked back over that history for the last three years, and in 2019 there was one person 
we turned down on a Sunday.     
  



MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that he would like to begin by saying Thank You to the Ashland 
City Street Department. They went out last night until about 8 or 9 p.m., and then they went home and got a 
little sleep and then came back in at 2a.m. to make sure that by the time we all got up and drove to work, 
school, etc. that the roads were clear. If you had to shovel the snow in your driveway or on your sidewalk, 
then you know those streets were in great condition first thing this morning. They are making it their mission 
to have those roads clear when it is increased drive time. A councilperson from one of our nearby 
communities called and asked if they could speak to our street supervisor because they would like to gather 
information about our process. 
Mayor Miller stated he has received numerous calls reporting businesses and people not shoveling and 
clearing their sidewalk. There is no doubt that there are more people walking and more people utilizing 
motorized carts today than ever before. The reason we are getting these calls is because, in many instances 
now, the pedestrians or those on these carts are walking or driving down the side of the street, because they 
say the sidewalks are impassable due to the snow. This is a reminder that we do have an ordinance on the city 
books that says—after a snow/ice event, we have around 12 hours to get are sidewalks passable. 
Mayor Miller stated that he wanted to let the council know we are taking a serious look at what our options 
are when it comes to either constructing our own or moving into someone else’s facility and leasing it for 
transit. Lis McClurg, our transit coordinator has been very aggressive in researching opportunities for grant 
funding that could help us offset some of those costs, whether it be rent expense or whether it be new 
construction expense, and it won’t be long before you will receive more information on different options that 
we can pursue here when it comes to housing our transit 
Mayor Miller stated over the last couple of years we have had quite a few requests, especially those driving 
school busses or vehicles that have to stop at railroad crossings, to remove the tracks on Union Street. The top 
set of tracks we now have authorization from the Ohio Rail Commission and others to remove those tracks. 
We will remove one set, but the other is still considered active. 
Mayor Miller stated that we want to acknowledge the success of the Ashland Pickleball Association. They 
came to us last year and we talked about what they could do to help bring new life or construct new pickleball 
courts and Conn Grove Park on Cleveland Avenue. What a difference they have made.  As we sit here tonight 
they have raised over $130,000 to basically completely redo those courts.  
Mayor Miller stated at the end of the last council meeting we spoke of this—as you know, we have worked 
hard to improve our city streets and we are going to continue through the generosity of our local tax payers. 
Just as we have 220 lane miles of visible streets all across the city so too underground where you don’t see it, 
we probably have as much if not more lane miles of underground infrastructure in the form of water lines and 
sewer lines.  In particular, our water lines continue to age. Just as the streets, over time, not doing 
maintenance and not repairing some of the old streets deteriorated to the point that some of them were hard 
to pass over without damaging our vehicle, so too that infrastructure that is underground is aging. For the last 
several months, we have gotten most aggressive at looking at how we can raise the money necessary to start 
making repairs to our waterlines throughout the city. This past week, Councilmember Dennis Miller, 
Councilmember Steve Workman, our city engineer Shane Kremser, our finance director, Larry Paxton and our 
water department director, Mike Hunter continued the discussion of how we can raise the adequate funding 
to make those changes. We just want everyone to know that we are looking at three different options and we 
are probably going to have to move forward with all three in some form. 1. The city has not had a water rate 
increase for more than a decade. It is likely that here in the near future we will have to have a water rate 
increase. 2. We are also looking at a surcharge that would just be a monthly fee that could be possibly added 
to our water bills and it would go strictly to capital improvements when it comes to our water infrastructure. 
3. We have spent a lot of time with the finance director, who has done the research to figure out how we can 
restructure some of our debt; refinance some of our outstanding bonds and so.  Does this mean that 
tomorrow you aren’t going to have clean drinking water in the city of Ashland---absolutely not.  We do that 
someday we’ve got to start addressing this or else we are going to have an entirely aged and deteriorated 



water system under the ground. It’s no different than the streets.  The only difference is you see the potholes 
you don’t see the corroding pipes underneath the ground. 
Mr. Valentine stated that right now we pay $3.50 per month for storm sewer and we did that to take care of 
the infrastructure for the sewer. 
Mr. Paxton stated the city has been very frugal and that is a perfect example of trying to live within our means 
for all the years. Normally, you don’t see that long of a turn between increases in utility rates. The water 
division has been very frugal with its resources. In an effort to do that, we have been very aggressive on trying 
to find replacement grants to offset those costs so our rate fares to foot that bill. It’s not like we haven’t been 
trying for a long. 
Mayor Miller stated that the point of this being brought up tonight is that we don’t want anyone to be caught 
off guard. There is still work to be done. There are still conversations and discussions to be had over the next 
couple of months and want everyone to know that this is something that is inevitably coming. 
Mayor Miller stated congratulations to Ashland and thank you to the folks at GoJo for deciding to move into 
what was formerly known as the McGraw-Hill building. The McGraw-Hill building is about a 600,000 sq. ft. 
facility. GoJo will be utilizing all of that facility and are looking into how they might potentially add on to that 
facility to accommodate their needs.  They will be placing in that facility all of the Purell hand sanitizer that 
they manufacture so it would be distributed out of that facility. Their sales of hand sanitizer are up more than 
400 percent. In 2019, they were making about 750,000 bottles a month or year, now it is 2.25 million a month. 
They expect to hire beginning with 150 positions. They did share the wage and it is incredibly competitive to 
any of our other employers in town.  They also have made known that they have signed a 7 year lease, but 
they expect to be there much longer than 7 years.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:34p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Mr. Workman was absent and excused. 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 2-16-21 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


