
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by Council President Steve Workman. 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held May 4, 2021 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 30-21  
A.) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 20-21 RELATIVE TO THE MUNICIPAL COURT PARKING LOT 
RESURFACING PROJECT WITHIN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
 
Mayor Miller stated back in April the City Council passed an ordinance to resurface the parking lot behind the police 
department. It is where all the employees of the municipal court and others that work in the justice complex park. At 
that time, we agreed that we would move forward for a cost of $44,227. After talking with Judge Good, he is willing to 
share that cost to the tune of $25,000 and this amendment will allow us to access $25,000 in one of his special court 
funds. 
 
There were no further questions. 

Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 



 
Ordinance No: 31-21 
B.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FOR THE FORD DRIVE WASTEWATER PUMP STATION 
IMPROVMENT PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND  DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 

 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 

Mayor Miller stated that several years ago the city of Ashland was able to receive a grant from the Ohio 
Department of Development to extend Ford Drive out in the Industrial Park. If you can picture where the new 
Wells Road extension begins-at that intersection from there all the way to the end of the cul-de-sac if you are 
heading north that was part of that grant project. The city received a grant from the Ohio Department of 
Development to install that extension of Ford Drive. At that time, there was enough grant money for the city 
to go ahead and install the force main, the gravity sewer and the wet well in that location, but they did not 
have enough money at that time from the grant to install the lift station pumps and control panels. 
Furthermore, they didn’t need to at that time, because there wasn’t any development back there yet and so 
they were just laying the groundwork. Now we do have development back there with the additional 200,000+ 
square foot warehouse space that is going to be used for PCA and now we do need to move forward. 

Mayor Miller stated what you have before you tonight is an ordinance asking you to approve the completion 
of this project.  The estimated cost is $41,832. It would be paid for out of our Industrial Park line item. This 
project will entail the installation of the lift station pumps and the control panels and will also include an auto-
dialer. An auto-dialer means that if a problem arises at that lift station it automatically contacts the 
wastewater treatment plant so they would know there was a problem.  

Mayor Miller stated work, if you decide to go forward tonight, is expected to begin with a month. They are not 
willing to tell us how quickly it would be completed because that will depend upon how long it takes to 
fabricate the control panel.  Ohio Electric Control is the business that is fabricating the control panel. 

There were no further questions 

Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 
Ordinance No: 32-21 
C.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO 
ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE 2021 STREET RESURFACING  PROJECT IN 
THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO, TOGETHER WITH ALL INCIDENTALS AND APPURTENANCES NECESSARY 
THERETO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances 
as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading 
be dispensed with at this time.  



Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
  
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller  
 
Mayor Miller stated that this is always one of the most important actions we take each spring and that is 
moving forward with the summer resurfacing program. Thankfully, the voters in our city have decided to 
support this in an ongoing way for the next seven years we have a guaranteed revenue source to help fund 
further improvement to our city’s streets. 
 
Mayor Miller stated tonight what we have brought before is an ordinance asking you to authorize the going to 
bid for our street resurfacing program to the tune of $2.1 million.  Once again this would be a record year for 
investment of new pavement in our city and we are estimating that this should be able to help us address an 
additional 25 streets. That is being said with a little caution, because asphalt prices are increasing and will 
largely be impacted by what the bids come back. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he passed out to all the council members an idea of which streets would be included 
in this year’s summer pavement program. As a reminder to everyone who is watching or in the audience, we 
actually hired a professional company to go out and drive all the city streets and they gave each a pavement 
condition rating. Then we used that pavement condition rating to supplement our own research where our 
crews go out and drive each of the streets. When we determine which streets must be addressed this year, 
the primary factor is the pavement condition and the traffic volume on that street. If it is a busy route and it’s 
in poor condition, then it will be a priority. If it’s not in the best condition, but only services one house, 
chances are it won’t rise quite to the level of priority that maybe another might. However, our goal is to 
eventually get to all streets. The only caveat is you may see a street and wonder, this one has a lot of houses 
on it and it still isn’t being done. If that is the case, it is likely because we also contact utility companies and try 
to make sure that the streets that we are going to resurface aren’t going to be torn up for some new gas line 
improvement or some utility line improvement. A good example is Claremont Avenue. We all know Claremont 
Avenue needs attention, but we also know that if we wait one more year, we will over $2million worth of that 
project covered with a state grant. Therefore, we are trying to patch it the best we can so that we can get to 
2022 and have a whole new Claremont Avenue installed. 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller  
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
  
Testimony provided by- 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 



NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:  Larry Paxton 
Mr. Paxton stated that he believes they survived tax week. Many people waited until the last day to file their 
taxes and we tried to accommodate them as best we could. Unfortunately, we won’t know the entire outcome 
of the tax collection until October. If the collection period is based anything on the activity in the last few days, 
it’s a little better than what it has been in past time.  
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Mr. Lawson stated that he just saw a balloon fly over and reminds us of the great thing 
we have to look forward to with Balloonfest and fireworks.  
Mayor Miller stated that people may have seen the balloons flying more frequently over the city and the 
reason is because one of our very own young people has returned to the area-Zach Burgess. He is the son of 
Mark Burgess, our human resource director and former fire chief. Zach has three or four hot air balloons. He 
has started his business and if you would like to have a hot air balloon ride, he will be glad to accommodate 
that for a small fee over the city. 
Ms. Woodward stated that June 5th, Brookside Golf Course is having their 50th Anniversary Dedication and Golf 
Outing. 
Mr. Workman stated that he drove out to Brookside West and saw the pump track is being used and there is a 
lot of activity out there. 
  

MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that the city opened the single bid for the installation of the new 
pickle ball court. The bid did come in higher than what was anticipated. It came in at $217,000. That is about 
$65,000 more than what was expected and we are now trying to figure out how we move forward with the 
pickle ball court. This is more for the general public because if anyone is still interested in helping support that 
project, we would love to have your support. 
Mr. Workman stated that he had the opportunity to watch a pickle ball tournament on television. It is wildly 
popular and fun to watch and can’t wait to play it. 
Mayor Miller stated we are all anxiously waiting for the Hess and Clark project to start. We spoke yesterday to 
the developer and the demo contractor that he is utilizing. They tell us that the crane is on its way and by the 
end of this week we will see activity there.  
Mayor Miller stated that the city flowers will be arriving this week. All of the hanging baskets and flower pots 
will be filled with petunias this Thursday and Friday.  
Mayor Miller stated that we are getting ready for the pool opening on Memorial Day weekend.  The kiddie 
pool has been refurbished. Also, the mini golf will open Memorial Day weekend as well.  The important thing 
about Memorial Day golf this year Don and Jean Myers-they have given many gifts to that mini golf in years 
past. Don called and said he and Jean would like to offer the first 200 golfers, no matter what age they may be 
a free round of golf for Memorial Day weekend. That starts Saturday, Sunday and Monday. So if you want to 
go out and try out the new mini golf course, that might be the weekend to do so because it won’t cost you to 
do so. 
Mayor Miller stated regarding the sink hole on East Main Street and we want everyone to know that we are 
working with those property owners. We continue to negotiate with those property owners. We are trying to 
figure out the best way to move forward.  The bottom line is the best solution would involve removing all of 
those buildings and then doing a long-term repair on the culvert in that area. 
Mayor Miller stated that the intersection of Center Street and Hillcrest Drive. The city engineer, the police 
chief, the fire chief, and the street department director have had numerous meetings on this topic and we are 
preparing to remove the no right turn sign at that intersection. It is creating additional traffic issues up and 
down Center Street and it is also driving traffic to cut through on Leawood Avenue to get around the stop 
light. Nothing changes when it comes to the pattern for those walking and crossing Hillcrest and Center Street. 
That will all continue.  



Mayor Miller requested a brief executive session to discuss the possible acquisition of property. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we are having our traditional Memorial Day Parade on Memorial Day.  Line-up will 
take place at 9am on 4th Street. The parade route heads down 4th Street, east to Union Street then to Main 
Street and out to the cemetery. The start time is 10a.m. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  none 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:  7:27p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive 
Session to discuss possible acquisition of property 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION:  7:50p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Dr. Lawson to adjourn from Executive Session to Regular Session  
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:51p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 5-18-21 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


