
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by Council President, Steve Workman. 
 
Mr. Workman asked for a motion to excuse the absence of Councilmember Robert Valentine. 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward to excuse Mr. Valentine. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Excused 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller                  Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council held June 
1, 2021 be approved as written. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
 
Presentation to Council- Jim Cutright-Ashland County Community Foundation-Grant Check Presentation-Downtown 
Plaza 
 
Mr. Cutright stated that perhaps we are all still basking in the afterglow of last Saturday’s downtown celebration of  
the dedication of the new Foundation Plaza, which of course carries the Community Foundation’s name and for which 
we pledged support.  So, I am here tonight to present that support.  However, before we do that, I would like to offer 
a few comments first. There may be some folks listening tonight that weren’t in attendance Saturday and would like 
to explain and give a back story on how we got to this point. 
Mr. Cutright stated in 2020 the Ashland Community Foundation was observing its 25th Anniversary. As part of that 
celebration that we anticipated, we set aside significant dollars through careful management of our resources and 
with the assistance of some generous donor families; and so we had every intention to make a big splash with grant 
making during the year. We had planned a big public event. COVID had other ideas for us, unfortunately, but we did 
start out with good intentions at the beginning of 2020. It is important as the county’s community foundation that we 
touch all four corners of the county. We started off by inviting all eight village mayors into our office on a Saturday 
morning and we surprised them with $50,000 of grants and we divided that proportionately based on population 
among all the villages with the Village of Loudonville being our largest village receiving $25,000. We simply told them 
to do good things in your community—no restriction on the use of the dollars. 
Mr. Cutright stated next up, we reached out to our non-profit community. We had three original non-profit 
partners—The YMCA; The Hospice of North Central Ohio, and The Ashland County Cancer Association. We wanted to 
honor those original partners that helped us get our start in 1995 so we surprised them with some grants. Seven other 
agencies, we provided matching funds so that they now have new endowment funds where none had existed before. 
Then COVID reared its ugly head and so we had to pivot. We moved some of those reserves that we had planned to 
use for a celebratory, grand-making fanfare during the course of the year into a non-profit COVID relief fund. We 



partnered with Stacy Schiemann at United Way along with some private donors and we were very proudly able to 
award $175,000 in relief funding to 22 different non-profit agencies. 
We knew that we still wanted to be able to have some sort of a physical, tangible commemorative of our 25th 
Anniversary, certainly we owed that to those who have supported us over the years. We had our sights on the new 
plaza space and committed funding for that. We feel like that it is the perfect representation for what the Community 
Foundation stands for in our community.  We are an anchor institution. All of that being said, we feel that this is the 
perfect  fit.  It’s in the center of our county. It’s accessible to everyone in the county. It’s where the seats of 
government sit and where most of our non-profit partners are headquartered. It is my great pleasure to be able to 
present to Finance Director, Larry Paxton, tonight our support on behalf of all our ACCF donors, board and staff, our 
support for the construction of the Foundation Plaza in the amount of $125,000. 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 36-21 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO 
ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE CAHN GROVE PICKLEBALL COURTS 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 
the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward. 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
Mayor Miller stated several months ago this council took action to go to bid for the construction of three pickleball 
courts at Cahn Grove Park. This was largely driven by the fact that we had the Pickleball Association come to us with this 
need. Not only come to us with a need, but come to us in a situation offering to pay upwards of $130,000 plus toward 
the creation of these new courts. 
Mayor Miller stated that several months ago the council took action to go to bid. At that time, the estimate for the 
project was $150,000; when the bids came in it actually ending up being $217,000. That’s more than ten percent over 
the estimate that was in the ordinance passed by the city council.  Therefore, the council cannot accept that bid.  We 
have all seen and heard about the rising construction costs and other factors that are driving up some of these prices for 
these types of projects; so it does make sense that the bid came back so much higher than what we originally 
anticipated. However, now we have gone back to the Ashland Pickleball Association. We have worked with them on 
actually raising additional funds for their campaign. Tonight we are asking that council will once again go to bid for the 
construction of three pickleball courts. This time the estimate that we have before you is $225,000. That does not mean 
the project will be $225,000. That is hopefully putting us in a range where it will be more in line with the bids when they 
do come. 
 

There were no further questions.  

Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 



 
RESOLUTIONS:  
Resolution No: 6-21 
A.) DECLARING COUNCIL’S INTENTION TO VACATE A CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF  ASHLAND, 
OHIO       (Masters-Monroe) 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Resolutions as the 
distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
Mayor Miller stated the first alley vacation before you is an alley that sits between Masters Avenue and 
Monroe Street. Mayor Miller referred to the visual display in the chambers—if you look off in the distance, 
you can see it starts out looking very much like a driveway or an alley, but as soon as it gets to the area by the 
white fence, it’s all grass and it is grass for several block up through there.  As you can tell, there are about 
four properties that are served by it, meaning they have driveways out into that alley. The question will be 
whether or not this alley will continue or should continue to serve a public purpose. Both of these requests to 
vacate these alleys came to us from our street department. The reason being, of course, at our street 
department folks are maintaining them and have come to the conclusion that they think we need to ask 
whether or not they do serve a public purpose. 
Mayor Miller stated that tonight what we are asking if for the city council to set a date for a public hearing to 
consider whether or not these alleys should be vacated. The meeting will actually be for the Board of Revision 
and Assessment. That board is made up of the mayor, the law director and the finance director. If you set up a 
hearing, we will give thirty-days’ notice and publish it in the newspaper and the date that we suggested is July 
20th. 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Resolution be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
 
Resolution No: 7-21 
B.) DECLARING COUNCIL’S INTENTION TO VACATE A CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF  ASHLAND, 
OHIO       (West Main) 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Resolutions as 
the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused. 
 



Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
Mayor Miller stated that this is like the resolution before. Hearing date will be set for July 20th. 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Resolution be passed on the first reading only. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 
days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
  
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR: Larry Paxton 
Mr. Paxton stated that July is coming and we will have to have two hearings for the coming year’s tax budget.  
We want to set those hearings to be held during the council meetings. They will probably be in conjunction 
with one of the alley vacation hearings. We need to get that started to get it concluded in a timely manner in 
July so that we can get it submitted to the county so that we are in compliance with that part. 
Along with that, if you have been following the legislation for the state house most recently that the state has 
been debating, they have inserted some tweaking of the municipal income tax as well.  In doing that, because 
of the pandemic and some of those folks working from home rather than working in their established 
businesses, the state legislature did tweak that. The House of Representatives did tweak a portion of it and the 
Senate went deeper and went back to March 9, 2020 to refund those people their income tax that they were 
withheld on, which is good for them but bad for us. Most recently, you were sent an analysis of one of the 
city’s largest employer as far as withholding is concerned. Of that, there is a great portion of those employees 
of that company that reside outside the corporation limit that make a substantial earning. We have 
corresponded with that company and some of those employees who have asked for refunds. Current law does 
not authorize the city to refund city income earning to those folks. We have reflected this to them as well as 
other large employers within the city. If this appropriations budget goes through the conference committee, 
who knows what will come out of that. It is now been passed by both houses and now will go to this 
committee to iron out the differences of the two. Certainly the code will change and with the pandemic and 
folks working from home and not working in their established businesses, we will have to change our income 
tax code in the future to reflect some of these new changes that are coming out of this legislation. 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Mr. Miller stated that Saturday night at Foundation Plaza was a phenomenal success 
and kudos to all the families and companies that made it possible.  
Ms. Woodward stated again Foundation Plaza is great. Ms. Woodward stated that she wanted to remind 
everyone that it is yard season and she has been receiving a lot of complaints about tall grass. Whatever it 
takes, you need to keep your grass mowed. 



Dr. Lawson stated that on his way to the meeting this evening, he came down Mifflin Avenue and saw the 
houses that are going up at Arrow’s Landing. It is exciting to see that. The building where are the townhouses 
are out on George Road, and it’s exciting to see all that new construction going on. 
Mr. Miller stated that it’s exciting to see the destruction of the Hess and Clark building. 
Mayor Miller stated that it is moving very quickly. They actually estimate that the Hess and Clark building 
could be down to the ground by the beginning of August. They said it’s is coming down easier than what they 
thought and had deteriorated beyond what they were aware. The demolition contractor called yesterday and 
said whether you thought you were going to save this building or not this building was going to come down. It 
was either going to come down by us taking it down or the foundation walls were starting to bow in and it was 
just a matter of time before it would have caved in. 
Mr. Workman questioned the Mayor as to when we could expect to see the fire station. 
Mayor Miller stated by the end of this month. That is the anticipated timeframe.  They are putting some of the 
final touches on it. 
  

MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated to Dennis Miller’s comments and to the rest of you, a big thank 
you to everyone involved in the Foundation Plaza.  We are so grateful for the generous gift from the 
foundation to purchase naming rights for the plaza.  They played an important part in that. Thank you to the 
City Council for moving forward with that project. Even though a number of parties have been very generous 
in their gifts toward this project, it would not have happened if you would not have seen the vision and voted 
to move forward with the project before these gifts were on their way or in place. One of the reasons this 
project is so important is because this was meant to be the marquee project. This is the first major project to 
show the community what we could do if we all worked together and try to transform this community. This is 
just the beginning. There are other projects that are in the works, whether that is the renovation and 
beautification of South Street and Luther Street and the city parking lot or whether that is the creation of the 
urban meditation space on Fourth Street. All of those projects have elements in them like our community has 
never seen before. We want to make sure that it doesn’t get lost the fact that our State Legislators, Larry 
Obhof, State Representative Darrell Kick, and Mark Romanchuk—they secured for us $200,000 toward the 
Foundation Plaza. That is a very generous grant that we received toward that project; and finally Matt Wurster 
for actually giving us that sight, otherwise what other option would we have had for downtown.  
Mayor Miller stated tomorrow we open bids for the summer paving program. We had more companies pick 
up bid packages this year than we have had in recent years so hopefully that leads to good pricing and a 
quality contractor. For those that have been following, we hope to pave 50 streets this year.  
Mayor Miller stated also the Center Run Trail project—you might have noticed that Page was working there 
this evening.  They are bringing in all the top soil to do the final grading and so on along Main Street, Cleveland 
Avenue and Miller Street.  As soon as he gets that done, it will be seeded and then our city arborist will begin 
planting a variety of trees in those areas to turn it into a more pleasant entrance way into our downtown. 
Mayor Miller stated that the design work continues on the urban meadow. We have enlisted the help of a 
number of professional volunteers and they are coming back with a really extraordinary design. We are trying 
to get pricing right now. Just as a reminder, we have a non-profit organization that has made a commitment to 
name that project and we have already received their check in the amount of $50,000. We also received 
$150,000 grant through the help of those same legislators for this project. Good things are on the horizon 
beyond Foundation Plaza. 
Mayor Miller stated finally this Friday night at Brookside Golf Course-Let’s Glow Golfing! When we did this 
event two years ago, we had between 300 to 400 people in attendance. The day and date are this Friday, June 
18th from 9:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
 
Dr. Lawson stated that he remembered one thing that he has been asked about—In my neighborhood, there 
are some guys going around that look like they have surveyor stakes and they are actually digging up people’s 
yards—so people wanted to know what they are doing and what is going on out there. It is a third party 



company that actually has been hired to locate, identify, mark, test and approve emergency shut off valves for 
the gas lines that go into your home so that if the fire station will be able to pinpoint to an inch with their 
electronic equipment so they would be able to shut the gas of if your house should ever have a need for that.  
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Jason Chio-Mr. Chio stated that he lives in Ward 2 and he is also a 
candidate for city council in November. Just a comment—this is my eleventh meeting that I have come to and 
have had the privilege of being at Foundation Plaza on Saturday. Aside from the beauty and the turf and the 
animals—what I really saw was community. It wasn’t pleasant out that evening—it was hot, it was very hot 
and people still came out and people were still there and they remained there all weekend.  
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Moved by and seconded by to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive Session to discuss real estate and 
possible litigation. 
Ayes:  
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION:   
Moved by and seconded by  
Ayes:  
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:43p.m. 
Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
Mr. Valentine was absent and excused 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 6-15-21 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


