
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

The meeting was called to order by Council President, Steve Workman. 
 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 
held October 5, 2021 be approved as written 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES:   None 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 
  
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  7:05 p.m. – Presentation- Ohio Transit Risk Pool 
 
Testimony provided by- Barbara Rhoades, CEO of The Ohio Transit Risk Pool 
Ms. Rhoades stated that she is the CEO of a public entity risk pool called The Ohio Transit Risk Pool. It is 
formed under statute 2744.081 and it is a public entity. It allows public transits in Ohio to come together and 
self-insure themselves as opposed to buying straight insurance. This model is present in our state for counties, 
schools, townships; and our pool is specifically all about public transit. We have specialized driver training 
programs, risk management programs. We have deep collaboration with other public transits around the 
state. We offer property casualty coverages for forty-seven million transit miles that represents about 1,900 
vehicles and 3,000 employees in the state of Ohio. Included in that is Ashland Public Transit. Part of our 
structure of the pool is to present an award every year. We have three divisions from very large to very small; 
our largest being Cincinnati; our smallest being Ashland. We have three divisions that people compete in for 
safe operations awards. Ken Reed, our director of Risk Management who is here tonight is going to tell you a 
little about the award. Ms. Rhoades stated that she wanted to say that it represents the best of Ashland. It is 
about the drivers. We don’t have a loss free year by accident. It’s no accident. It’s about the hiring; it’s the 



supervision; it’s the training; it’s all the pieces that go into your operations. They all come together and play an 
important part. 
Mr. Ken Reed stated that he wanted to add his gratitude to both the city and Liz and her staff. Mr. Reed stated 
that part of his job as the Director of Risk Management that he is actually one of the people that works with all 
the transit authorities on an on-going basis and my job is the prevention side of things. We have a whole 
function of doing the claims.  It is awesome that the city had no claims. It doesn’t happen by accident. It is a 
deliberate effort that is allot of work. It is instilling in your operators, instilling in your staff and your 
community.  
Mr. Reed stated that there are three divisions. We do that because there are different sizes. Our Division I is 
any of our transit authorities that operate over three million miles; Division II which is everyone between one 
million miles and the three million; and then there are those that run under a million miles and that is 
Ashland. The idea with that when we break it out that way, transit risk is all the same, but having that 
comparison to your like-size we felt was more applicable and more fair. Mr. Reed stated that he his honored 
and proud to be able to say that Ashland Public Transit, for the first time—in your first year, and for the 2020 
loss year and Ashland had zero losses and believe that you are the only ones that we have had that have had 
zero losses. You should be giving yourself a hand; you should really be giving commendation to Liz. It has been 
a joy to work with everyone here, with your staff and with Liz, especially. We look forward to a very long 
partnership. 
Ms. Rhodes stated that we have a plaque and it is a traveling plaque. So you will have it this year. 
Ms. McClurg stated that since we entered the pool it’s been an amazing group to work with. They are very 
supportive and anything we need help with or questions we might have, they are always very willing to be 
there for us.  
Ms. McClurg stated that she is here accepting this but this isn’t just me. This is my drivers, the dispatchers, the 
maintenance department and all the support that I receive and am just blessed enough to be able to kind of 
manage what goes on at the upper level. Thank you for OTRP, thank you to Council, and thank you to the 
Mayor for your ongoing support of commitment. 
Mayor Miller stated that Liz was very humble to share the credit with everyone on her team. The truth of the 
matter is Liz McClurg is the one who leads the city’s public transit effort; and am quickly learning that she 
probably knows more about financing the local public transits, more about the rules and regulations of guiding 
a public transit, and is more insistent on safety practices than just about anyone you will encounter. Yes, it 
definitely takes her team, but without question, make no mistake, Liz is the one who is largely responsible for 
this award---Thank you, Liz. 
Mr. Miller stated that he would like to say this is mostly for the safety element of it, but there is a personal 
element in it.  
 
 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:  None   
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS: Mr. Workman stated that early voting has started. Get out and vote—go down to the 
Board of Elections to cast your vote.   
Mr. Valentine stated that you can tell everyone’s streets are torn up. They are doing a great job and they work 
very hard. 
Mr. Miller stated that he wanted to personally apologize to the police department. There was a ceremony 
today at Foundation Plaza. Through a communication snafu, none of us were aware of it. We certainly 
congratulate the officers who were promoted and we wanted to make sure it was conveyed that we were not 
absent by purpose, we just didn’t know about it.  



Ms. Woodward stated that talking about voting and wanted to mention about signs. For everyone out there, 
you have to have permission to put your political sign in someone’s yard, and to make sure it’s not in the tree 
lawn.  
Dr. Lawson stated that he believes he saw leaf collecting taking place. Also, wanted to remind everybody that 
Halloween is coming up and let’s have a safe Halloween for our kids. There are allot of activities going on 
downtown and in other places and we do have our Trick or Treat night. 
 
MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated that Trick or Treat is Thursday, October 28th from 5p.m. to 7p.m. 
Mayor Miller stated that he wanted to congratulate the new leadership at our Ashland City Police 
Department.  
Mayor Miller asked for the council to enter into an executive session to discuss the possible acquisition of a 
parcel of property. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:  7:17p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive 
Session to discuss the possible acquisition of a parcel of property. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward  
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION: 8:05p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 8:06p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 10-19-21 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


