
  
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 

 7:00 p.m. 
Third Floor, Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

 

ROLL CALL 
At Large Dan Lawson                Present             
Ward 1:  Steve N Workman          Present 
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine         Present 
Ward 3:  Dennis Miller   Present 
Ward 4:  Angela Woodward   Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City 
Council held October 19, 2021 be approved as written 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 

LEGISLATION:  
ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No: 64-21 
A.) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO 
ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE CLAREMONT AVENUE BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN  EMERGENCY. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified 
Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that 
a further reading be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes:  Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
Mayor Miller stated that over the last several months we have talked extensively about this project. It is a very 
significant project because it is on one of our major streets. This bridge is just outside of city hall. Our records 
indicate that bridge has been in existence at least since 1900.  
Mayor Miller stated that the total cost of this project is $1,358,500. It involves replacing the existing structure 
with a more modern structure. At previous meetings, it was shared with that we were successful, through our 
engineer’s office, to get an Ohio Public Works grant. One is for $500,000. That one can be used for both design 
and construction costs related to this project. We also talked about the fact that we were successful at getting a 
Transportation Improvement District Grant. That grant is in the amount of $226,600. That means that the city’s 
share of this project will be, hopefully, somewhere under $700,000. 



Mayor Miller stated that today what we have before you on the agenda is the official ordinance asking you to 
authorize the city to go to bid for the replacement of this structure. If you do so tonight, we would expect the 
construction on the bridge to begin in the spring of next year, most likely in the month of April.  
 
Mr. Miller questioned if it is known how long a period of time it would take for the construction to be 
completed. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that we do not have, at this point; we do not know how long it will be closed.  
 
There were no further questions. 

Moved by Ms. Woodward and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the Ordinance be passed on the first 
reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Mr. Miller that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
 
Ordinance No: 65-21 
B.) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 37-21 AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR 
OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES RELATED TO THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP AND REMEDIATION OF THE ABANDONED EAGLE GAS STATION PROPERTY 
THROUGH THE STATE OF OHIO’S ABANDONED GAS STATION CLEANUP GRANT PROGRAM; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified 
Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that 
a further reading be dispensed with at this time.  
Ayes:  Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson 

 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
Mayor Miller stated that this is another project that we have been working on for several months. This 
involves the old Eagle gas station located across from the post office. This gas station has been 
abandoned for some time.  We were fortunate enough to be awarded a $250,000 grant from the Ohio 
Development Services Abandoned Gas Station Clean-up program. We do expect that will cover the 
entire cost of remediating that site so that it can be repurposed for whatever use might be best. 
Mayor Miller stated what we brought before you tonight is an ordinance amending the previous 
ordinance that the council adopted in regard to this gas station clean-up effort. The first time around 
that ordinance actually was authorizing the project as one project, i.e. the engineering services and 
assessment, environmental survey that had to be done at the site, and the clean-up of the site. We 
determined with the help of the state that we cannot include both of those. The actual demolition to 
remediate the site has to be bid separately. Tonight the ordinance that you have is exclusively for the 
hiring of the environmental engineering firm to do the site assessment. The cost is $106,900. 



Mr. Valentine questioned if there were still people interested in buying the property when it’s 
completed. 
Mayor Miller stated that there is no one that is interested in buying it, but the post office employees 
use it as a parking lot and would love for the US Postal Service to purchase it.  
 
There were no further questions 

Moved by Dr. Lawson and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the Ordinance be passed on the first 
reading. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Ms. Woodward that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
 

 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  
Resolution No: 13-21 
A.) DECLARING COUNCIL’S INTENTION TO VACATE A CERTAIN ALLEY LOCATED IN THE CITY OF 
 ASHLAND, OHIO   (Lee-Sherman) 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified 
Resolutions as the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that 
a further reading be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman 
 
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
Mayor Miller stated that this impacts a large area. The alley runs between the properties on Lee 
Avenue and Sherman Avenue. It is an undeveloped alley.  This has come to us tonight because some of 
the property owners asked if we would vacate it. We are asking you tonight to consider vacating that 
alley.  
Mr. Workman set the hearing date for December 7, 2021 at 7:10p.m. 
 
There were no further questions 
 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed on the first reading 
only. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine 
Moved by Mr. Workman and seconded by Dr. Lawson that the rules requiring the reading on three 
separate days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 
Ayes: Ms. Woodward, Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller 
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 



 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 7:10p.m. Masters Avenue-Alley Vacation 
  
Testimony provided by-Mayor, Matt Miller 
Mayor Miller stated that those of you who are familiar with this area, there is no evidence that any 
alley ever existed, because it didn’t exist, nor that anyone had ever used it as a drive or public 
thoroughfare. We are discussing tonight vacating the green space.  
Mayor Miller stated that originally when we came to you there was another portion of the area that 
was included as well. The reason we are back here tonight is because we revised the original request to 
vacate and have taken that portion out, because it is serving as a driveway for at least four, if not six, 
residents.  However, all we are talking about is the undeveloped green space that exists behind those 
properties.  
 
Mr. Workman questioned if that would remain with the idea that it will be maintained by the property 
owners. 
 
Mayor Miller stated no. It would continue to be a city maintained alley. 
 
Ms. Woodward questioned how wide the area is. 
 
Mayor Miller stated that he believed it was 12 feet. 
 
Mr. Workman asked if anyone in the audience would like to speak on this matter. 
 
Mr. Workman closed the hearing.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR:    None 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Dr. Lawson stated that he noticed on Mifflin Avenue, we have had a bit of 
concern between Mifflin Avenue between US 42 and Claremont. People like to cut through from 42 to 
Claremont and we have had some people driving at excessive speeds. The speed limit was lowered in 
that section where the children cross and now there is a speed enforcement light that will tell you how 
fast you are going. Please slow down. 
Ms. Woodward stated that she wanted to wish everyone good luck tonight in the election. 
Mr. Miller stated to Dr. Lawson’s point there is also one of those indicators on Mifflin, as well. It’s dark 
in the morning; it’s dark at night, please slow down. 
Mr. Valentine stated that West Main Street is completed and it’s nice. In speaking to one of the 
merchants on South Street and the bridge on Luther and after they had that water problem where the 
water flooded and it went down under the new sidewalk, now the sidewalk is cracked all the way 



down. When you get to the bridge, from the sidewalk onto the bridge, there is a drop off, it sunk quite 
a bit, and it’s called a trip hazard and federally you have to fix it. 
Mr. Workman stated that it is Election Day and want to wish everyone luck with their elections and say 
thank you in participating in the American political process.  We all benefit from that participation. 
 

MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Miller stated you probably will see those speed signs going up around 
town. We are doing our best to get them out. Some of those units do record the speed. However it 
doesn’t mean that you are going to be sent a ticket in the mail or anything like that.  
Mayor Miller stated that he wanted to say in regard to our city street paving program. Kokosing 
obviously is working as much as they when the weather is mixing between rain and cooler 
temperatures. Right now, they have more than 33 streets that are either underway or have been 
completed. Any streets that they are unable to get to due to weather, they have committed that they 
will be the first ones done in the spring. The problem is the temperature has dropped now and 
evidently in order to properly install the asphalt the surface temperature needs to be at least 45 
degrees.  
Mayor Miller stated at a previous council meeting we also took action to move forward with a sanitary 
sewer trunk line issue out on North Davis Road. We are revisiting that, because as they have gotten 
into it, we think we probably need to install a liner in a bigger portion of that trunk line than what was 
originally inspected. That may be coming back on a future agenda. 
Mayor Miller stated that leaf pick up has begun and you will see the trucks around town. The schedule 
is available on the city’s website. 
Mayor Miller stated that he wanted to invite all of our veterans and their guest to the Mayor’s 
Veteran’s Day breakfast. We will be holding that again this year on November 11th at the Eagle’s Club 
this year. The time is 7:30a.m. to 9a.m.  In year past, some of our council members have volunteered 
to serve the breakfast, but that is a free breakfast for all of our area veteran’s and each veteran is 
entitled to bring one guest at no cost. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:   
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Moved by and seconded by to adjourn from Regular Session to Executive Session  
Ayes:  
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION:   
Moved by and seconded by  
Ayes:  
 
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 7:34p.m. 
Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Ms. Woodward to adjourn from Regular Session. 
Ayes: Dr. Lawson, Mr. Workman, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Miller, Ms. Woodward 
 
     Respectfully Submitted by, 
     Terri Santino, Council Clerk 
      (Word-Mins 11-2-21 RS.doc)          
                                  Full recording of meeting minutes available upon request 


